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FISH AND WILDLIFE COMMISSION

NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULEMAKING
MAR NOTICE NO. 2025-250.1

Summary
Adoption of NEW RULE 1 pertaining to the adoption of private landowner's rules

Hearing Date and Time
Thursday, August 14, 2025, at 10:00 a.m.
Virtual Hearing Information
Join Zoom Meeting
https://mt-gov.zoom.us/j/84324564433?pwd=XKq4UuawvFJ7D0QsOJdVJmoY3DPFar.1

Meeting ID: 843 2456 4433
Password: 907159

Dial by Telephone
+1 646 558 8656
Meeting ID: 843 2456 4433
Password: 907159
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Find your local number: https://mt-gov.zoom.us/u/kcePLaaNiG

Join by SIP
84324564433@zoomcrc.com

Join by H.323 (Polycom)
162.255.37.11##84324564433
Comments
Comments may be submitted using the contact information below. Comments must be
received by Friday, August 15, 2025, at 5:00 p.m.

Accommodations
The agency will make reasonable accommodations for persons with disabilities who wish to
participate in this rulemaking process or need an alternative accessible format of this notice.
Requests must be made by Thursday, July 31, 2025, at 5:00 p.m.

Contact
Kara Thompson
(406) 594-8071
kara.thompson@mt.gov

General Reasonable Necessity Statement
The Fish and Wildlife Commission is proposing the adoption of a new rule to adhere to the
requirements of Senate Bill 83 (2025 Montana Legislature) and to further clarify how rules on
private landowner’s property enrolled in public access agreements will be adopted and
enforced.
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Rulemaking Actions
ADOPT
The rule proposed to be adopted is as follows:
NEW RULE 1 (12.2.609) ADOPTION OF PRIVATE LANDOWNER’S RULES

(1) Any individual accessing lands that are approved by either the department or the
commission for public access programs administered by the department must
adhere to the rules established by the landowner.

(2) A violation of a landowner’s published access rules on lands enrolled in any of the
public access programs administered by the department is considered a violation of
commission rule.

(3) The landowner’s published access rules will be available on the department’s
website.

Authorizing statute(s): 87-1-301, MCA
Implementing statute(s): 87-1-301, MCA

Small Business Impact
The proposed regulation creates a standard of conduct for an individual recreationist utilizing
private property enrolled in a commission or department public access program. The conduct
referenced in the regulation (i.e., compliance with a private landowner’s rules) has no
connection to commerce, the economy, or small business. As a result, there is no class or group
of businesses that may be affected by this proposed rulemaking and no small business impact
analysis is available.

Bill Sponsor Notification
The department met with SB 83's primary sponsor, Senator Denley Loge, on June 27, 2025, and
transmitted a follow-up email to Senator Loge on the same date. Senator Loge had no
substantive feedback or comments on the proposed rule language. On July 1, 2025, Senator
Loge was informed by email of the Secretary of State's process, including the new hearing date
and deadline to submit comments.
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Interested Persons
The department maintains a list of interested persons who wish to receive notice of rulemaking
actions proposed by the department, commission or board. Persons who wish to have their
name added to the list shall make a written request that includes the name and mailing or
email address of the person to receive the notice. Such written request may be mailed or
delivered to the Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks, Legal Unit, P.O. Box 200701, 1420 East
Sixth Avenue, Helena, MT 59620-0701, or may be completed online at
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/MTFWP/subscriber/new.

Rule Reviewer
Alex Scolavino
Approval
Lesley Robinson, Chair
Fish and Wildlife Commission


