
2026 LANDOWNER PREFERENCE 
REQUIRED ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Sections 87-2-705, 87-2-516, 87-2-735, MCA

RETURN TO:  FWP LICENSING – LOP PO BOX 200701 HELENA MT  59620-0701 
or email to: fwpapps@mt.gov

THIS INFORMATION MUST BE RECEIVED IN OUR OFFICE BY THE DEADLINE DATES LISTED BELOW. 
Montana FWP is NOT responsible for delays caused by the U.S. Postal Service.

You must complete and pay for any permits and/or license applications online at OLS.FWP.MT.GOV  or at 
an FWP Regional Office before submitting this form. 

This document is only for the purpose of confirming applicant’s eligibility for landowner preference.  

o If applying for special deer or elk permits, this form must be received by 5:00 PM MST on April 1,
2026.

o For antelope, antelope B, deer B, and elk B licenses, this form must be received by 5:00 PM MST on
June 1, 2026.

Failure to provide required information by the above-mentioned dates will disqualify an applicant from the 
landowner preference portion of the drawing. Your application will be entered into the general drawing. 

PART A: PERSON CLAIMING LANDOWNER PREFERENCE:

1) NAME:

2) DATE OF BIRTH (MM/DD/YYYY) & ALS#:

3) MAILING ADDRESS:

4) RELATIONSHIP TO LANDOWNER:
(You may designate preference to an immediate family member; an employee of the landowner; or a
person with a developmental or physical disability, as determined by the department. If the qualifying land
is owned by a corporation, the corporation may designate preference to one shareholder. Please see page
3 for definitions and additional eligibility details.)

5) EMAIL ADDRESS:

6) PERMIT(S) AND/OR LICENSE(S) YOU ARE APPLYING PREFERENCE TO:

ELK PERMIT  ANTELOPE

ELK B  ANTELOPE B

DEER PERMIT

DEER B

Page 1 of 4 fwp.mt.gov 

cfb951
Line

cfb951
Line

cfb951
Line

cfb951
Line

cfb951
Line

cfb951
Line



Page 2 of 4 

1) Name in which the land is deeded (i.e. ranch name, corporate/partnership name, or 
individual on the deed). If this information does not match Montana Cadastral, your 
application for landowner preference may be rejected:

2) Contact name and title (owner, manager, or individual):
3) Phone number of contact person:
4) Email of contact person:
5) County:
6) Hunting district:
7) Signature of Landowner or Landowner’s Authorized Representative Certifying That All 

Information Provided Is True and Accurate:

PART B: LANDOWNER INFORMATION: 

fwp.mt.gov 

Signature of the Landowner Date

PART C: 
If you were approved for landowner preference in 2025, and there have been no changes to the 
ownership details (including, but not limited to, sale or transfer of the land, changes to the recorded 
ownership name, acreage modifications, or other qualifying criteria), you may be eligible to reuse 
your 2025 supporting documents for your 2026 application.
Important Restrictions:
o This option may only be used every other year. If you reused 2024 documents for your 2025 

landowner preference application, you cannot reuse them in 2026 and must submit updated 
documentation.

o Information provided in this attestation may be shared with regional FWP staff for verification. 
Providing false or misleading information may result in penalties, including disqualification from 
landowner preference and potential legal action.

o This section applies only to the original applicant approved in 2025. If anyone other than the 
original applicant is applying, all required documents must be resubmitted. We do not store 
prior land documents.

Eligibility Questions:
1. You are the same applicant approved for Landowner Preference in 2025? YES           NO 
2. You are applying for the same species/permit? YES           NO
3. There have been no changes to the ownership details, acreage, or other qualifying criteria since your
2025 application. YES (there have been no changes)     NO (there have been changes)

If you answered "NO" to any question, all required documentation must be submitted. See Page 3. If you 
answered "YES" to the questions above, you may sign below. By signing below, you are providing the 
department consent to use your 2025 landowner preference information for your 2026 application.
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• A copy of your property deed or current tax bill
(Land must be owned. A contract to purchase is not accepted.)

• Signatory Authority Documentation.  If the land in which you are claiming landowner preference is 
listed as a Corporation, Sole Proprietorship, Limited Liability Company, Partnership, Limited 
Partnership, Limited Liability Partnership, Trust or an Association, you MUST provide documentation 
that you have the legal authority to make this decision on behalf of the business. (i.e. Articles of 
Incorporation, Partnership Agreement, Certificate of Trust, etc.)

REQUIRED DOCUMENTION - IF YOU WERE NOT APPROVED OR DID NOT APPLY FOR LANDOWNER 
PREFERENCE IN 2025, APPLICATIONS FOR LANDOWNER PREFERENCE MUST INCLUDE: 

Page 3 of 4 fwp.mt.gov 

INFORMATION FOR ALL LANDOWNER PREFERENCE APPLICATIONS: 
General Rules:
• Landowner preference is applied only to your first-choice hunting district.
• You may not apply as part of a party.
• Lessees do not qualify as landowners.
• If the license/permit is only valid for a portion of the hunting district, some of the land owned by the

applicant must be within the boundaries of that portion.
Acreage Requirements:
• Deer Permits, Deer B Licenses & Antelope Licenses: You must own at least 160 acres of land in the

hunting district for which you are applying. Your property must be primarily used for agriculture.
• Elk Permits and Elk B Licenses: You must own at least 640 acres of contiguous land, at least some

of which is used by elk as documented by the department, in the hunting district for which you
applied. Contiguous land is uninterrupted by adjacent private, state, or public land.

• Elk B Game Damage: If you own at least 160 acres of contiguous agricultural land utilized for
production, and if elk game damage has been officially documented by the department within the
previous two years. Please contact your local FWP Regional office to assist you in completing this
application.

Designating Preference: Preference may be designated to:
• Immediate Family Member: Spouse, parent, grandparent, child, grandchild, sibling, niece, or nephew

(by blood, marriage, or adoption)
• Employee:

o Elk B, Deer Permit, Deer B, and Antelope: An employee of the landowner.
o Elk Permit: An employee of the landowner who works full-time and year-round as part of the

active farm or ranch operation.
• A person with a developmental disability or a physical disability.

o Developmental disability as defined in Section 53-20-102, MCA.
o Physical disability means a person experiencing a condition medically determined to be

permanent and substantial and resulting in significant impairment of the person's functional
ability.

• If the qualifying land is owned by a corporation, the corporation may designate landowner
preference to only one shareholder.
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Tax Bill Information:

If providing a tax bill it must include the GEOCODE, LEGAL DESCRIPTION and the 
name the land is listed in. All other information is not relevant to this application.

EXAMPLE:

Once completed, you can email this document and any supporting materials to 
fwpapps@mt.gov. Please note that this is not a secure or encrypted email. An email 

containing personally identifiable information ("PII") is sent at your own risk. 
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