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IN HUNTING THE BLOCK 

MANAGEMENT PROGRAM.

This guide is a general statewide 
overview of properties enrolled for 
the hunting season. Each property 

also has its own individual BMA 
property map that can be found here: 

fwp.mt.gov/bma

Block Management provides for 
managed hunting access on private 

and isolated public land enrolled 
through cooperative agreements 
between Montana Fish, Wildlife 
& Parks (Montana FWP), private 

landowners, and public land 
management agencies. This program 

is available because of 
willing private landowners. 

Be sure to tell them thank you 
for the opportunity!

3



4



5



6



7



Due to current dry conditions and high fire danger throughout 
Montana, hunters may encounter BMA closures or restrictions. 

Some BMA cooperators may be reluctant to make access 
commitments until weather conditions improve. 

Hunters should contact regional FWP staff and/or BMA 
landowners prior to making final hunting trip plans, to identify 
any possible land closures, season restrictions, or other actions 
which might affect their hunting activities. An up to date list of 

FIRE CLOSURES can be found at fwp.mt.gov/BMA

FIRE NOTICE!

• Learn to identify 
noxious weeds

• Avoid parking, 
walking or driving in 
weeds

• Wash vehicles 
before & after 
hunting trips

• Keep clothing, 
equipment & animals 
weed-free

WHAT CAN YOU DO?

Noxious weeds threaten 
Montana’s hunting heritage!

Are YOU an Endangered Species?
HUNTERS!
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FOR UP TO DATE INFORMATION ON REGION 1 HUNTING ACCESS AREAS 
REFER TO THE FWP WEBSITE OR FWP HUNT PLANNER MAP.

For the 2026 fall hunting seasons, there are over 630,000 acres of private lands enrolled in FWP's Region 1 
Block Management program. Most of these lands are owned by corporate timber companies: Green Diamond 
Resource Company, Stimson Lumber Company, Southern Pines Plantation of Montana, Flathead Ridge Ranch 
and Stoltze Land & Lumber company. Traditional private ranch land BMAs can also be found in Region 1. This 
region of Montana has primarily dense conifer forest habitat and offers hunters the opportunity to hunt elk, 
deer, moose, black bear, wolf, mountain grouse, turkey, waterfowl.

The best way to obtain Block Management Area maps & rules is to visit our website at: fwp.mt.gov. Individual 
BMA maps are available online at fwp.mt.gov/BMA. Block Management Areas have maps & regulations 
available on-site in hunter registration boxes or in map dispensers. Maps are usually posted at common 
BMA access points. Region 1 Hunting Access Area maps and rules can also be obtained at the Region 1 
Headquarters in Kalispell.

Motorized travel on Region 1 Block Management Areas is restricted to designated roads and parking areas 
shown on individual BMA maps. Gated and bermed roads are closed to motorized travel. Motorized access 
restrictions are in place to reduce noxious weed spread, minimize road damage and improve hunting quality. 
Please check individual BMA maps and rules to find more information on motorized and non-motorized travel 
rules.   

Avista Utilities, Flathead Ridge Ranch, Green Diamond Resource Company, Southern Pines Plantation of 
Montana, Stimson Lumber Company, and Stoltze Land & Lumber have enrolled their lands into the Region 1 
Block Management Program. Prior to hunting on any of these lands, first obtain a 2026 BMA map and rules 
document or Open Lands Policy for the landownership you are planning to hunt. Be aware of the current 
rules and regulations as well as any landownership changes that have occurred on each of these individual 
properties. 

Remember, Block Management lands are private property that are open for public use. They are only 
available if these properties and landowners are respected and appreciated. Please follow all rules and 
regulations while hunting on private property. Region 1 encourages you to share your experiences on specific 
BMAs by sending pictures and letters on our Thank a Landowner Portal fwp.mt.gov/protectthehunt or the 
Region 1 office in Kalispell. We share these with landowners to show your gratitude and to help improve the 
program.
 
PLEASE REMEMBER TO SHARE YOUR APPRECIATION WITH LANDOWNERS 

WHEN HUNTING ON ALL PRIVATE LANDS.

Region 1
2026 Block Management Program
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FOR UP TO DATE INFORMATION ON REGION 2 HUNTING ACCESS AREAS 
REFER TO THE FWP WEBSITE OR FWP HUNT PLANNER MAP.

FWP Region 2 is located in southwestern Montana. Over 62% of the region is public land, offering a variety of 
recreational opportunities to area residents and visitors. Region 2 is comprised of large areas of private lands with 
ranching economies, corporate timber lands, Nature Conservancy lands, and metropolitan areas. A large, growing 
urban center for Montana, Region 2 has over 18% of the state's population and only 7% of Montana's land and water 
area.

Region 2 has approximately 420,000 acres of private and isolated public lands enrolled in FWP’s Region 2 Block 
Management Program. Region 2 also manages approximately 226,000 acres of Wildlife Management Areas (WMA), 
Fishing Access Sites (FAS), State Parks (SP), and other public and private land access opportunities. Most Region 2 
Access Areas are in mountains, valleys, and foothills. The region provides hunters with diverse opportunities for deer, 
elk, black bear, moose, wolf, mountain grouse, turkey, waterfowl, antelope, and big horn sheep. 

The best way to obtain Block Management Area maps & rules is to visit our website at: fwp.mt.gov. Individual BMA 
maps are available online at fwp.mt.gov/BMA. Region 2 Hunting Access maps & rules may also be requested 
by calling the Region 2 Hunting Access Office at 406-542-5530. Block Management Areas have maps and rules 
available on-site in hunter registration boxes or in map dispensers. Maps and rules are usually posted at BMA access 
points. Region 2 Hunting Access Area maps and rules can also be obtained at the Region 2 Headquarters in Missoula.

Motorized travel on Region 2 Block Management Areas is restricted to designated roads and parking areas shown 
on individual BMA maps. Any roads that are not depicted on individual area maps including private ranch roads 
and logging roads are closed to motorized travel. These limited motorized access restrictions are in place to reduce 
noxious weed spread, minimize road damage and improve hunting quality.  

The Nature Conservancy and Stimson Lumber Company have enrolled their lands into the Region 2 Block 
Management Program. Prior to hunting on any of these lands, first obtain a 2026 BMA map and rules document or 
Open Lands Policy for the landownership you a planning to hunt. Be aware of the current rules and regulations as 
well as any land ownership changes that have occurred on each of these individual properties. 

Remember, Block Management lands are private property that are open for public use. They are only available if 
these properties and landowners are respected and appreciated. Please follow all rules and regulations while hunting 
on private property. Region 2 encourages you to share your experiences on specific BMAs by sending cards, pictures, 
or letters through the thank a landowner portal at www.fwp.mt.gov/itsuptous or the Region 2 office in Missoula. We 
share these with landowners to show your gratitude and to help improve the program

 
PLEASE REMEMBER TO SHARE YOUR APPRECIATION WITH LANDOWNERS 

WHEN HUNTING ON ALL PRIVATE LANDS.

Region 2
2026 Block Management Program
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ADDITIONAL REGION 2 HUNTING ACCESS OPPORTUNITIES:
FWP administers Fishing Access Sites (FASs) and State Parks (SPs) throughout the region. In addition to providing water 
recreation access to anglers and boaters, some FASs allow hunting. These areas provide deer (archery-only) and waterfowl 
hunting opportunities. Maps of these areas are available at the Region 2 FWP Office or online. These sites include: 

Fish Creek SP: 5,603 acres, west of Alberton
Kelly Island FAS: 705 acres, west of Missoula
Erskine FAS: 428 acres & access to adjacent USFS lands, west of Missoula
Council Grove SP: 190 acres, west of Missoula
Tucker Crossing FAS: 250 acres, south of Victor	
Bell Crossing FAS: 65 acres, north of Victor
Maps available online at http://fwp.mt.gov/gis/maps/huntPlanner/

FWP administers Wildlife Management Areas (WMAs) throughout the region. WMAs provide some hunting opportunities. 
WMAs in the region include:

Fish Creek WMA: 35,000 acres, west of Alberton
Blackfoot-Clearwater WMA: 46,200 acres, southwest of Seeley Lake 
Marshall Creek WMA: 24,900 acres, northwest of Seeley Lake 
Nevada Lake WMA: 1,522 acres, southeast of Helmville
Aunt Molly WMA: 1,182 acres, northwest of Helmville. 
	 Hunters need to be aware that grizzly bears are frequently in this area.
Spotted Dog WMA: 38,000 acres, northeast of Deer Lodge
Warm Springs WMA: 4,700 acres, south of Deer Lodge. 
	 Waterfowl and deer hunting opportunities. 
	 Restricted archery equipment, shotgun, traditional handgun, muzzleloader, and crossbow.  
Lost Creek WMA: 1,404 acres, north of Anaconda
Stucky Ridge WMA: 294 acres, northwest of Anaconda
Blue Eyed Nellie WMA: 195 acres, west of Anaconda
Garrity Mountain WMA: 9,500 acres, west of Anaconda  
Calf Creek WMA: 2,416 acres, east of Hamilton
Threemile WMA: 6,430 acres, east of Florence
Maps available online at http://fwp.mt.gov/gis/maps/huntPlanner/

OTHER PUBLIC HUNTING OPPORTUNITIES INCLUDE: 
Montana Correctional Enterprises (MCE) Ranch: 31,000 acres, west of Deer Lodge.
The MCE ranch is divided into an archery-only hunting area and a rifle hunting area. The archery-only portion of the ranch 
requires written permission administered by Montana Correctional Enterprises from August 1 - December 15. Permission 
is not required to access the MCE Ranch rifle hunting area. Contact the Region 2 Hunting Access Office or Montana 
Correctional Enterprises at 406-846-1320 ext. 2296 for a MCE Ranch map and rules.

Lee Metcalf National Wildlife Refuge (USFWS): 2,800 acres, north of Stevensville.
The refuge allows archery-only deer hunting and waterfowl hunting from designated blinds. For more information contact 
the refuge at (406)777-5552.

Blackfoot Waterfowl Production Area (USFWS): 1,873 acres, southeast of Ovando.
The refuge allows waterfowl, upland bird, and big game hunting. For more information contact the refuge at (406)727-7400.

FWP administers Limited Access Areas throughout the region. These areas provided some hunting opportunities. Limited 
access area public hunting opportunities include: 

Sapphire PTHFV Access Area (Private, DNRC): 430 acres, southeast of Lolo
Clark Fork Islands Access Area (City of Missoula): 270 acres, Missoula
Buxbaum Boulder Creek Limited Access Area (Private): 1,193 acres, north of Philipsburg
Manley Ranch Access Area (Private): 4,600 acres, north of Drummond
Fivemile Creek Access Area (Private): 2,960 acres, west of Helmville
Douglas Creek Access Area (Private): 2,240 acres, west of Helmville
Maps available online at http://fwp.mt.gov/gis/maps/huntPlanner/
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The Nature Conservancy (TNC) allows responsible use of its Forest Lands in MT FWP Region 2 for public recreation, such as hunting, 
hiking and camping – see map on reverse.  Note that other TNC-owned lands outside of FWP Region 2 have different regulations.  
Hazards exist, so recreationists must use caution and enter at their own risk.  Logging and land management activities are ongoing, 
and may pose a danger.  The following regulations must be adhered to when using TNC’s Montana Forest Lands:

• Non-motorized public access is allowed on all lands, at all times of the year, unless otherwise posted.
• Wheeled motorized access is allowed BUT limited to open, established roads. Electrically-powered bicycles and other powered 

wheeled vehicles are considered motorized vehicles.
• No unauthorized wheeled motorized use of closed roads or trails is allowed.  Closed roads and trails are often posted as such.  How-

ever, a closed gate or other closure device (such as a rock barricade or earthen berm) with no sign is closed to all wheeled motorized 
vehicles.  Road restrictions apply even if a sign, gate or closure device has been removed, vandalized or damaged.

•  Gates Must Not Be Blocked.  Administrative, contractor, or emergency traffic may need to pass through.
•	 No off-road or off-trail wheeled motorized use is allowed by the general public.
•	 Snowmobiles are allowed from December 1 to April 1, except where signed closures exist.  To reduce impacts to soils, vegetation 

and wildlife, TNC requests that snowmobilers stay on groomed or signed snowmobile routes, or the forest road system.
•	 Hunting, fishing and all forms of legal animal harvest in accordance with relevant state laws are allowed.  TNC reserves the right to 

close its lands to specific forms of animal harvest at TNC’s sole discretion.
•	 Hunting or transportation of hunters or game by administrative or commercial vehicles is prohibited behind a closure.
•	 The use of Exploding Targets in NOT allowed on TNC lands.  Areas may be closed to Recreational Shooting at TNC’s sole discretion.  

Recreational Shooters are required to clean up all shooting waste.
•	 Personal-use plant, Christmas tree, berry and mushroom harvesting are allowed; commercial harvesting is not allowed.
•	 Permitted Personal-use Firewood gathering of dead or down wood is allowed from June 1 to December 31. A $20.00 permit is 

required, allowing for 5 cords per permit. Vehicles must stay on established, open roads for wood retrieval.  Commercial firewood 
harvesting is not allowed, except as specifically permitted.

•	 Camping is limited to 16 days per campsite.  During this time the campsite must not be left unattended for more than 3 consecutive 
days.  Camping beyond 16 days requires relocating to a new site at least 5 miles from the original site.  To minimize conflicts with 
bears and other wildlife: Human, pet and livestock food, garbage and all other attractants must be acceptably stored at all times 
(see Lolo Nat’l Forest Food/Wildlife Attractant Storage Special Order #F11-005-Lolo-Forest).  During campsite occupation, firewood 
may be cut only for use within that campsite.  No live trees may be cut by campers.  TNC reserves the right to close campsites at its 
sole discretion.

•	 The use of Certified Weed-Seed-Free livestock hay, forage, and bedding is required for all livestock users and animal handlers.  Do 
not tie livestock to trees; instead use a post, high-line or hitch-rail.

•	 Pack Out All Waste!  Leave TNC lands as clean as or cleaner than you found them.
•	 Do not pollute with human waste.  Pack out or bury all human waste at least 6” deep.  Toilets located within 300 feet of water must 

be self-contained.
•	 All activity on TNC lands is at the individual’s OWN RISK.  TNC assumes no liability or responsibility of any kind with respect to any of 

the activities described above or otherwise.
•	 Any use of TNC lands not consistent with these regulations shall be considered trespassing (and/or any other applicable crime) and 

shall be prosecuted to the fullest extent of the law.
•	 TNC reserves the right to close off access to all or any portion of its lands, or to require anyone to leave its lands, at any time, for any 

reason.
•	 TNC Forest Lands in Western Montana are managed in collaboration with Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks.

It is your responsibility to know whose property you are using and that property’s regulations. Avoid trespassing on private property.
Please report violations or vandalism to: Montana FWP at 1-800-TIP-MONT

For more information, or to purchase a firewood permit, contact TNC at 443-0303 or 543-6681.
THANK YOU FOR YOUR COOPERATION!

Western Montana Forest Lands - Open Lands Policy		  January 2021
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Inland Region Public Access Guidelines	 Revised 01/2023

It is Stimson’s intent to open its lands to those forms of public recreation that are compatible with the management goals and activities on the 
forests. Excluded are camping, firewood cutting and operating motorized vehicles off roads or on closed roads. These guidelines will be 
amended over time to adjust for changing conditions and experiences.

Use of Stimson land does not convey any right or permission to enter or cross neighboring private lands. Users do not have permission to ac-
cess Stimson lands through private landowners. It is the responsibility of the user to obtain permission to cross or access adjacent landowners.

The employees and associates of Stimson that manage these lands work continually to maintain and improve their productivity and appearance 
and take great satisfaction in their accomplishments. These public access guidelines can only be maintained if the guests using these lands 
share this attitude and commitment. Littering, vandalism, negligence or malicious treatment of these properties by the public may result in the 
closure of Stimson property to public access. Consider how your actions reflect on yourself and the outdoor recreation community in general.

These guidelines are intended for individual/family recreation. Large groups, clubs, organized or sanctioned events, and commercial enterprises 
including commercial guides are not permitted.

All of these properties are Industrial Forestland and are managed as such. Roads and trails are not built nor maintained to public transportation 
standards. No provisions have been made for food, water, sanitation, communication or emergency services on any Stimson ownership. 
There is NO GUARANTEE, warranty & representation that these lands are safe for any purpose.

Stimson’s employees, associates and contractors may be in the woods at any time of day or night, as well as any day of the week. The move-
ment and maintenance of machinery and facilities, the application of herbicide and fertilizer and other management activities may start without 
notice and are frequently mobile in nature. These activities often include the use of power equipment and motor vehicles on roads and lands 
that may be closed to public use. Restrictions on the timing and nature of public access are intended to reduce, but cannot eliminate public 
exposure to the risks and hazards associated with timber and land management activities.

The following stipulations and limitations apply to any and all public use of all Stimson lands and users agree to the following:

ACCESS
• Some Stimson lands are closed year round. See Appendix A for special sites with specific rules. Others areas may be restricted or closed at 

various times and places which may not be in the Appendix.
• Non-motorized access is allowed year round on most Stimson lands. This includes walk-in and non-electric bicycles. Winter access is limited 

to non-motorized access such as snowshoeing and cross-country skiing. With the exception of the Boundary County Groomers snowmo-
bile trail.

• There is no exclusive use for the public. Other members of the public may be using the same property at the same time.
• All roads must remain passable for administrative traffic. Never block or park directly in front of any gate.
• Use of Stimson lands by any member of the public may be revoked by Stimson immediately for violation of Stimson’s access guidelines or 

violation of local, state or federal law.
• No public entry is permitted into active industrial areas, logging sites, road construction areas, herbicide and fertilizer application areas or 

other similar uses. Users must avoid conflict or interference with any and all forest management activities.
• Users will not modify Stimson lands in any way. Users are not allowed to erect permanent structures under any circumstances (e.g., roads, 

ATV trails, wells, diversions, sheds, shacks, outhouses, etc.)
• Horse pasturing or cattle grazing is prohibited.
• No commercial activities of any kind are allowed.

FIREWOOD
• Firewood cutting is not allowed on Stimson lands.

CAMPING/SMOKING
• No public camping, campfires or other overnight use is permitted.
• Smoking is not allowed on Stimson lands.

INDEMNITY
• Public users must accept Stimson lands in its present condition, “as is”. Users enter and use Stimson owned property at their own risk. 

Stimson will not be responsible for any bodily injury, damages to personal property, or inconveniences to users due to normal natural 
resource activities. There is NO GUARANTEE, warranty & representation that these lands are safe for any purpose.

SAFETY
• Safety is the highest priority. Users are expected to conduct all activities with safety in mind.

MOTORIZED/OFF-ROAD VEHICLES
• Motorized access is allowed on open public roads only. MOTORIZED ACCESS IS NOT ALLOWED BEHIND GATES, BARRIERS (Natural or 

Man-made), SIGNS, or OFF ROAD!!! This includes ATVs, UTVs, motorcycles, snowmobiles, or electric motorized bicycle/tricycles..

Stimson Lumber Company

(Subject to Modification without notice)
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Inland Region Public Access Guidelines	 Revised 01/2023
Stimson Lumber Company

(Subject to Modification without notice)
ROADS & GATES
• All users must comply with all posted signs. Road restriction signs are located near gates. Gates must be kept clear at all times. Do not park 

in front of gates. Driving around gates or forming roads/trails to access Stimson lands is prohibited. Destruction of gates, locks, or other 
types of barriers is prohibited and subject to reporting and prosecution. Gates are randomly monitored by game cameras.

PROPERTY LINES AND SIGNS
• Property lines are NOT always marked and forest property owners – federal, state, and private are often intermingled. Each visitor is re-

sponsible for knowing where they are and complying with the landowners’ rules and restrictions.
• Permission to enter Stimson land does not convey any right or permission to enter or cross neighboring private lands. Users do not have 

permission to access Stimson lands through private landowners. It is the responsibility of the user to obtain permission to cross or access 
adjacent landowners.

FIREARMS
• Discharge of firearms is limited to activities related to big game and upland bird hunting, as regulated by state and federal rules and laws.
• Target shooting is not allowed!

HUNTING, FISHING & TRAPPING
• Big game, varmint and upland bird hunting is allowed on open Stimson lands. Users must comply with state and federal hunting rules and 

laws.
• Any activity that requires or includes the placement or deposition of personal property on Stimson lands is prohibited. This includes tree 

stands, bait barrels, and game cameras. Personal property intentionally left on Stimson lands is subject to confiscation.
• Hunting camps are not allowed on Stimson lands. The construction of hanging poles for game is prohibited.
• Gates will not be opened for packing game out.
• Trapping is allowed under state and federal hunting rules and laws.
• Fishing is allowed on open Stimson lands. Users must comply with state and federal hunting rules and laws.
• Commercial Guides are prohibited from Stimson lands.
• Users must not release or stock any species of plant, animal or fish.

HIGH FIRE DANGER
• During regulated use (fire season), all users must comply with state and federal regulations and requirements to access and use Stimson 

lands.
• Stimson lands are subject to closure at times of high fire danger. Please see Stimson’s website for any fire closure updates.

FIREWORKS
• Fireworks are never allowed on Stimson lands.

CHRISTMAS TREES
• Christmas tree cutting is not allowed on Stimson lands. Our young trees are the future of our forests and protect soil and water where they 

grow.

FOSSILS & ARTIFACTS
• Unauthorized removal of fossils and artifacts is prohibited. Stimson protects historical, geological and culturally significant sites in accor-

dance with federal and state law.

MUSHROOMS AND PLANTS
• Commercial gathering is not allowed on Stimson lands. This includes but is not limited to mushroom picking or any type of berry. Mush-

rooms and berries can only be gathered for personal use only.

PROSPECTING/MINERAL & ROCK PRODUCTS
• The removal of any rock or mineral products is prohibited. This includes but is not limited to decorative stone, gravel, dirt or topsoil etc. 

Prospecting of any type is not allowed on Stimson lands.

DRONES
• Drone use is not allowed on Stimson lands.

DRUGS AND ALCOHOL
• Illegal drug use and alcohol consumption is not allowed while on Stimson lands.
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TRASH
• Pack it in, Pack it out! Users must take out whatever they bring with them.
• Dumping of trash of any kind – construction waste, appliances, abandoned vehicles, animal carcasses, etc. is strictly prohibited.

VANDALISM
• Destruction of Stimson lands and property is strictly prohibited. This includes but is not limited to trees, crops, buildings, fences, roads, 

gates or other improvements. Users found vandalizing Stimson lands will be reported and may be prosecuted.

ILLEGAL ACTIVITIES
• Violation of any law or regulation, including those governing hunting and fishing is prohibited and subject to action by federal, state and 

local law enforcement.

CB USE
• User’s navigating open public road systems near active logging operations should use a CB radio for safety.

REPORTING VIOLATIONS
• Reporting instances of law violations and violations of company policies will keep Stimson lands open in the future.
• Please report poaching, trespassing, or other game violations to the following appropriate agency:

o Idaho Fish & Game – 800-632-5999
o Washington Department of Fish & Wildlife – 877-933-9847
o Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks – 800-847-6668

• Please report any law violations to the appropriate county sheriff.
IDAHO

• Latah County – 208-882-2216
• Benewah County – 208-245-2555
• Bonner County – 208-265-5525
• Boundary County – 208-267-3151
• Shoshone County – 208-556-1114
• Kootenai County – 208-446-1400

WASHINGTON
• Spokane County – 509-477-2240
• Pend Oreille County – 509-447-3151
• Stevens County – 509-684-5296
• Ferry County – 509-775-3132

MONTANA
• Granite County – 406-859-3251
• Mineral County – 406-822-3555
• Sanders County – 406-827-3584
• Lincoln County – 406-293-4112
• Powell County – 406-846-2711
• Lewis & Clark County – 406-447-8293
• Missoula County – 406-258-4810

Inland Region Public Access Guidelines	 Revised 01/2023
Stimson Lumber Company

(Subject to Modification without notice)

Stimson’s Idaho lands have been placed under 
conservation easements and Idaho Large 

Tracts Public Recreational Access Programs. 
For rules & regulations, and more information, 

please see: https://idfg.idaho.gov

For more information call the 
Idaho Fish and Game at 208-769-1414 or visit:

https://idfg.idaho.gov/blog/2017/03/clagstone-
meadows-public-access-opens-august-1st

APPENDIX A
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The Block Management Program in Region 3 (300 series districts) maintains access and hunting opportunities 
on private lands throughout southwest Montana. Under this program, hunters are granted free access to 96 
Block Management Areas (BMAs) owned by 124 landowners, which currently encompass over 518,000 acres of 
private and public lands in Southwest Montana.

BMA Maps  
Area BMA maps, including permission information and area rules, can be obtained by visiting our self-help 
stations at the regional office in Bozeman, our area office in Butte or FWP headquarters office in Helena. Maps 
will be available starting August 10. Information is also available through voicemail by calling (406) 577-7888 
or by e-mail request at fwpr3bmp@mt.gov. We ask that you limit your map requests to five (5) per phone call, 
office visit or e-mail to maintain the ability to fill requests in a timely fashion and for fairness. All individual BMA 
maps and permission information will be available through our website at https://fwp.mt.gov/BMA. Boundaries, 
rules or permission information may change from year to year. Be sure to obtain current maps and permission 
information every year.

BMA Rules
As you enjoy the hunting access provided by this program, please be sure to obey the rules these landowners 
have requested. This is a voluntary program designed to benefit you. Enjoy this opportunity and respect land-
owner rights. 

Reservations
Reservations are available or required on some BMAs (see chart). Reservations begin August 22. Failure to show 
up for a reserved slot on a BMA denies other hunters’ opportunity. Please make every effort to cancel reserva-
tions if you are aware you will not be able to make your arranged time. Be aware that on some BMAs, failure 
to show without prior notice is grounds for exclusion from further hunting opportunities on the area. Making 
reservations on multiple BMAs at the same time is grounds for exclusion from hunting any BMA.

Weeds
Noxious weeds are becoming a serious concern to landowners. Please do your part to limit the spread of weeds. 
Try to keep equipment clean. Avoid driving, parking or walking through weeds. 
 
Other Hunting Opportunities in Region 3
Approximately 60% of the land within the Region 3 boundary is public land. Southwest Montana has abundant 
public land (i.e BLM, U.S. Forest Service & State Trust Lands) with extensive hunting opportunity. We recom-
mend that you consider all access options in planning your hunts, utilizing BMAs when and where they fit into 
your plans. U.S Forest Service Travel plan maps depicting these lands and public accesses can be obtained at 
BLM & U.S. Forest Service Offices. 

Region 3
2026 Block Management Program
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Region Three manages 11 Wildlife Management Areas (WMAs) including:
• Bear Cr WMA in Madison County (3,465 acres)
•	 Blacktail WMA in Beaverhead County (17,743 acres)
•	 Canyon Creek WMA in Lewis & Clark County (3,317 acres)
•	 Canyon Ferry WMA in Broadwater County (5,132 acres)
•	 Dome Mountain WMA in Park County (4,973 acres)
•	 Fleecer Mountain WMA in Butte/Silverbow County (7,579 acres)
•	 Gallatin WMA in Gallatin County (8,611 acres)
•	 Lake Helena WMA in Lewis & Clark County (349 acres)
•	 Mount Haggin WMA in Deerlodge and Butte/Silverbow County (59,233 acres)
•	 Robb Ledford WMA in Madison & Beaverhead County (28,097 acres)
•	 Wall Creek WMA in Madison County (7,700 acres)

Region Three currently has 6 Public Access Land Agreement Projects (PALA) enrolled in 2026. These projects allow 
access through private land to public land and include:

• Dunn Canyon PALA pproviding access to Forest Service in the Bull Mountains along Dunn Canyon Rd.
•	 Sweetwater PALA provides access to 6400 acres of US BLM adjacent to the South Sauerbier-Ruby Dell Ranch 

BMA #23
•	 Dry Hollow PALA provides access to 640 acres of Montana State Trust Land adjacent to the North Sauerbier-

Ruby Dell Ranch BMA #23
•	 Paradise Valley Ranch (PVR) PALA provides access to 286 acres of US BLM off Trail Creek Rd to the North of 

Emigrant.
•	 Ruby Dell PALA provides access to 720 acres of BLM lands adjacent to the Sauerbier-Ruby Dell Ranch BMA #23 

along the Sweetwater Rd.
•	 XC Ranch PALA provides access to 640 acres of DNRC lands adjacent to the XC Ranch BMA #126 along HWY 69 

in the Boulder Valley

Additionally, Region Three has 86 Fishing Access Sites (FAS), 9 State Parks (SP) and 18 Conservation Easements 
(CE) that may offer some hunting and fishing opportunities across the region. Information is available through FWPs 
website and hunt planner https://fwp.mt.gov/gis/maps/huntPlanner/ where areas are open, restricted, or closed to 
hunting opportunities. FAS and Upland Bird Enhancement project guides are available online, at regional offices and 
on the Hunt Planner.

REGION 3 FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARKS OFFICES	

Bozeman Regional Headquarters
1400 South 19th • Bozeman, MT 59718 
Phone: (406) 577-7900
Hours: Mon-Fri 8:00a.m.-5:00p.m.

Butte Area Office
1820 Meadowlark Lane • Butte, MT 59701
Phone: (406) 494-1953
Hours: Mon-Fri – 9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.
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In 2026, there are 162 Block Management Areas (BMA’s) that provide access to 1,265,269 acres of private 
land.  Hunters will find Region 4 Block Management Areas to be diverse in habitat, available game animals, 
and hunting opportunity.  

Comprised predominantly of the Northwestern Glaciated Plains and Great Plains, the landscape transitions 
from sagebrush steppe, prairie grasslands, and agricultural production acreage at low elevations to 
montane grassland and conifer-dominated forest at higher elevations. 

The region supports robust populations of elk, mule deer, whitetail deer, pronghorn, upland game birds, 
waterfowl/migratory birds, black bears, bighorn sheep, moose, and mountain goats.

HOW TO OBTAIN MAPS AND RULES 
BMA maps are available August 10th.  Hunters are encouraged to utilize our website at: https://fwp.mt.gov/bma 
to download and print maps or download and store georeferenced maps on smart device applications.  Hunters 
may request a direct mailing from the Region 4 Access Program; however, these are limited to 5 maps per 
request.  Contact Information for maps/rules:

• Phone – (406) 454-5862
• E-mail – fwpr4bmp@mt.gov
• Mail – 4600 Giant Springs Rd. Great Falls, MT 59405

BEAR AWARENESS
Hunters should assume grizzly bear presence throughout the region and are encouraged to carry bear 
spray.  Take precautions while out hunting and report any incidents or bear spray deployments.  Additional 
information for hunting safely in bear country is available at:
https://fwp.mt.gov/conservation/wildlife-management/bear/be-bear-aware 

ADDITIONAL HUNTING OPPORTUNITIES IN REGION 4

FEDERAL AND STATE PUBLIC LANDS
In Region 4, there are over 4.6 million acres of public ownership (Bureau of Land Management, Forest 
Service, State Lands, and National Wildlife Refuge).  This assortment of public land constitutes a land 
base composition of 18% federal land and 7% State of Montana Department of Natural Resources and 
Conservation (DNRC) land.  These parcels of public land are accessible via public roads or navigable 
waterways, adjacent public land, and adjacent private land with landowner permission.

Region 4
2026 Block Management Program
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FWP ADMINISTERED LANDS
FWP administers Wildlife Management Areas (WMAs) throughout the region; each of which provides a 
cumulative 109,770 acres of hunting opportunity.  WMAs in the region include:

•	 Beartooth WMA: 35,174 acres, northeast of Wolf Creek
•	 Beckman WMA: 6,639 acres, northeast of Denton
•	 Blackleaf WMA: 10,754 acres, west of Bynum
•	 Ear Mountain WMA: 3,047 acres, west of Choteau
•	 Freezout Lake WMA: 11,333 acres, north of Fairfield
•	 Judith River WMA: 9,408 acres, south of Utica
•	 Marias River WMA: 8,865 acres, southwest of Shelby
•	 Smith River WMA: 3,527 acres, north of White Sulphur Springs
•	 Sun River WMA: 21,023 acres, west of Augusta

Hunters should be aware of seasonal WMA closures to protect wintering wildlife and consult individual maps for 
additional WMA rules and regulations.  WMA maps are available online at https://fwp.mt.gov/gis/maps/huntPlanner/   

FWP also administers numerous Fishing Access Sites (FASs) and State Parks (SPs) throughout the region that 
provide some hunting opportunities.  These sites include:

•	 Spite Hill FAS: 13.5 acres, rifles prohibited              
•	 Eagle Island FAS: 22 acres, no weapons restrictions
•	 Pelican Point FAS: 94 acres, rifles prohibited
•	 Wing Dam FAS: 25 acres, rifles prohibited

Fishing Access Sites (FASs) and State Parks (SPs) continued:
•	 Little Muddy Creek FAS: 3 acres, rifles prohibited
•	 Dunes FAS: 61 acres, rifles prohibited
•	 Ulm Bridge FAS: 171 acres, rifles prohibited
•	 Big Bend FAS: 17 acres, rifles prohibited
•	 White Bear FAS: 41 acres, archery only
•	 Truly Bridge FAS: 3 acres, rifles prohibited
•	 Lower Smith River FAS: 4 acres, no weapons restrictions
•	 Carter Ferry FAS: 20 acres, archery only                                                           
•	 Bynum Reservoir FAS: 70 acres, no weapons restrictions
•	 Arod Lake FAS: 41 acres, no weapons restrictions
•	 Nilan Reservoir FAS: 10 acres, no weapons restrictions
•	 Pishkun Reservoir FAS: 1649 acres, no weapons restrictions
•	 Medicine River FAS: 11 acres, archery only
•	 Largent’s Bend FAS: 169 acres, rifles prohibited
•	 Willow Creek Reservoir FAS: 1395 acres, no weapons restrictions
•	 Fort Logan FAS: 194 acres, no weapons restrictions
•	 Newlan Creek Res. FAS: 156 acres, rifles prohibited
•	 Spring Creek FAS: 78 acres, rifles prohibited
•	 Carroll Trail FAS: 66 acres, rifles prohibited
•	 Reed and Bowles FAS: 50 acres, rifles prohibited 
•	 Hruska FAS: 52 acres, rifles prohibited 
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•	 Lower Carter Pond FAS: 7 acres, rifles prohibited
•	 Upper Carter Pond FAS: 5 acres, rifles prohibited
•	 Martinsdale Reservoir FAS: 336 acres, no weapons restrictions
•	 Ackley Lake SP: 42 acres, waterfowl hunting only
•	 First Peoples Buffalo Jump SP: 2228 acres, rifles prohibited
•	 Giant Springs SP: 733 acres, archery and shotgun hunting only
•	 Sluice Boxes SP: 1323 acres, no restrictions
•	 Tower Rock SP: 148 acres, archery hunting only

Hunters planning on hunting Fishing Access Sites and State Parks should thoroughly review individual site rules 
and maps.  Additional restrictions and area closures may be applicable.  FAS and SP maps are available online at 
https://fwp.mt.gov/gis/maps/huntPlanner/

OTHER PUBLIC HUNTING OPPORTUNITIES 
FWP has enrolled thirteen Region 4 landowners in Public Access Land Agreements (PALAs).  Collectively, these 
agreements provide access to 93,841 acres of previously inaccessible or under-accessible public lands.

•	 AJ Kuhry Ranch PALA: 7,045 acres (BLM)
•	 AP- PN Ranch PALA: 3,136 acres (DNRC)
•	 Boone and Crockett Ranch PALA: 57,300 acres (USFS)
•	 Wherley Ranch PALA: 362 acres (BLM)
•	 M&V Farm and Ranch PALA: 3,732 acres (DNRC/BLM)
•	 Williams Ranch PALA: 640 acres (DNRC)
•	 Broken Spoke Ranch PALA: 560 acres (BOR)
•	 Fisher Coulee PALA: 10,000 acres (BLM, CMR)
•	 Jackson Place PALA: 7,978 acres (BLM)
•	 Meissner South: 2,368 acres (BLM, DNRC)
•	 Meissner North: 720 acres (BLM) 

Hunters planning on hunting Public Access Land Agreements should obtain and review individual m
aps for access dates, travel restrictions, and additional rules.  PALA maps are available online at 
https://fwp.mt.gov/gis/maps/huntPlanner/

FWP has enrolled one Region 4 landowner in Access Public Land Agreements (APLs) 
•	 Buckskin Butte APL: 640 acres (DNRC)

Hunters planning on hunting Access Public Land agreements should obtain and review individual maps for access 
dates, travel restrictions, and additional rules. PALA (should read APL) maps are available online at 
https://fwp.mt.gov/gis/maps/huntPlanner/

FWP manages hunter-use on Conservation Easements (CEs) totaling 42,518 acres in Region 4.  
•	 Bird Creek Ranch CE: 2,292 acres, hunting administered through BMA#51
•	 Chokecherry Bend CE: 801 acres, hunting administered through BMA#49
•	 Harris Land and Cattle CE: 10,013 acres, reservations required
•	 Moline Ranch CE: 4,901 acres, hunting administered through BMA#8
•	 Pheasant Bend CE: 294 acres, hunting administered through BMA#1
•	 Riverdale Ranch CE: 850 acres, hunting administered through BMA#50
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•	 Everson Bench CE: 2,550 acres, hunting administered through BMA#204
•	 Coffee Creek CE: 800 acres, hunting administered through BMA#70
•	 North Shore CE: See Regional Office for Map and Rules
•	 Fargo Coulee CE: 2,698 acres, See Regional Office for Map and Rules
•	 Birdtail Hills CE: 4,089 acres, hunting administered through BMA#147
•	 Whiskey Ridge CE: 4,630 acres, hunting administered through BMA#195
•	 Wolf Creek CE: 1,883 acres, hunting administered through BMA#138
•	 Randall Coulee CE: 2,900 acres, hunting administered through BMA#34
•	 Bay Ranch CE: 3,817 acres, hunting administered through BMA#68
•	 Stafford Ferry CE: 1,008 acres, hunting administered through BMA#195

Hunters planning on hunting Conservation Easements should obtain and review individual 
maps for additional rules and permission requirements.  CE maps are available online at 
https://fwp.mt.gov/gis/maps/huntPlanner/ 
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ABOUT REGION FIVE’S HUNTING ACCESS PROGRAM
In 2026, there are 107 Block Management Areas (BMAs) that will provide access to approximately 499,289 
acres of private, state, and federal lands. Like others, Region 5 (R5) has Type 1 and Type 2 BMAs (discussed 
near the front of this Guide), which give hunters flexibility in gaining permission. About half are Type 1 and 
half are Type 2 in R5. Regardless of permission type, please keep in mind that BMAs are comprised wholly or 
partially of private lands. As a hunter you have the privilege to access these lands, and your behavior will play 
a significant role in the future of Montana’s hunting heritage. Good luck and be safe!

HOW TO OBTAIN MAPS FOR R5
Maps may be downloaded at fwp.mt.gov/bma, requested in person at the FWP R5 Headquarters at 2300 Lake 
Elmo Drive in Billings, by e-mailing fwpr5bmp@mt.gov or by calling (406) 247-2940.  

HOW TO OBTAIN PERMISSION TO HUNT
Each BMA rules/map lists the method and steps for obtaining permission to hunt on that particular area. 
Please abide by times for calling landowners, if listed. If times are not listed, please be considerate and call at 
reasonable hours. Landowners are not required to and may not return phone calls. While obtaining permission 
to hunt BMAs within R5, please keep the following Administrative Rules/policies in mind:

• Use only current year BMA rules/maps. R5 produces new rules/maps each year to address rule, boundary, 
or permission method changes. Also, there is some turnover in BMAs from year to year so a previous BMA 
may no longer be enrolled.

• Reservations may not be made before August 22nd  (abide by the date shown on the individual BMA 
map/rules as it may be later than this). If a BMA takes reservations, a hunter may only have one reservation 
on that BMA at any one time. After the dates of the reservation pass, a hunter may make another 
reservation to hunt that BMA. Hunters may have reservations on more than one BMA as long as they are 
not for the same hunting dates. Reservations can be up to three days but must be for consecutive days. 
Individuals from the same hunting party may not make reservations for consecutive three-day blocks in 
an attempt to book more than three days for their party. Hunters may hunt more than one BMA in a day 
but are prohibited from making reservations to hunt on more than one limited-hunter BMA per day. Some 
BMAs that allow early archery antelope and early elk shoulder season open for reservations on August 10th. 

• Cancellations. IIf you make reservations on a BMA and are unable to hunt, please inform the landowner of 
this as soon as possible. Also inform them if you are successful early in your hunt and will not be hunting all 
the days you have permission for. Failure to do so may result in the loss of hunting privileges on that BMA 
for the remainder of the hunting season. Be courteous and give others an opportunity to hunt.

Region 5
2026 Block Management Program

59

R
EG

IO
N

 5



OTHER HUNTING OPPORTUNITIES IN SOUTH-CENTRAL MONTANA
About 7% of the land base in FWP Region 5 is enrolled in the Block Management Program. That leaves a great deal 
of land and associated hunting opportunities to explore. Hunters are encouraged to look at these opportunities 
and not limit their days afield only to BMAs.

• Private lands not enrolled in Block Management. Remember to ask for permission before hunting private 
lands and abide by landowners’ instructions.

• US Forest Service. Region 5 has portions of two National Forests (Custer Gallatin and Helena-Lewis & Clark) 
within its boundaries. Nearly all these lands are open to public hunting.

• Bureau of Land Management. Most BLM lands are open to hunting and are scattered throughout Region 5. 
The biggest blocks can be found in the northeast and southern portions of the Region.

• State School Trust (DNRC). DNRC lands (school sections) are scattered throughout our Region and usually 
in parcels of 640 acres or less. Hunting is allowed on most lands and is subject to DNRC rules. Hunters should 
read and be familiar with these rules before hunting.

• Other. US Fish and Wildlife Service and National Park Service. Hunting is allowed on some of these lands and 
is subject to the regulating Agency’s rules. Please contact them before hunting.

Public Access Land Agreement (PALA) and Unlocking Public Lands (UPL) opportunities include:

• Cottonwood Creek PALA, east of Silesia: 480 acres BLM, open July 1-June 30

• Maxwell 05-21-01 UPL, north of Melstone: 646 acres DNRC, open May 1-December 31

PALA and UPL maps available online at https://fwp.mt.gov/gis/maps/huntPlanner/

FWP also administers numerous Fishing Access Sites (FAS) and State Parks (SP) throughout the region that 
provide hunting opportunities. These sites include:

• Big Lake WMA, west of Molt: 3,250 acres

• Big Snowies WMA, north of Lavina: 5,676 acres

• Grant Marsh WMA, north of Hardin: 530 acres

• Haymaker WMA, northwest of Harlowton: 1,325 acres

• Silver Run WMA, south of Red Lodge: 640 acres

• Yellowstone WMA, northeast of Worden: 4,600 acres
WMA maps available online at https://fwp.mt.gov/gis/maps/huntPlanner/

FWP also administers numerous Fishing Access Sites (FAS) and State Parks (SP) throughout the region that 
provide hunting opportunities. These sites include:

• Cooney SP, west of Boyd: 300 acres, map and regulations available at https://stateparks.mt.gov/cooney/

• Arapooish FAS, north of Hardin: 95 acres, open to shotgun for waterfowl and upland game birds only

• Beaver Lodge FAS, north of Red Lodge: 60 acres, no weapons restrictions

• Big Rock FAS, south of Big Timber: 70 acres, archery only

• Bighorn FAS, south of Hardin: 72 acres, open to shotgun for waterfowl and upland game birds only

• Bluewater Springs FAS, northeast of Bridger: 90 acres, register with hatchery personnel, no weapons 
restrictions

• Boulder Forks FAS, south of Big Timber: 73 acres, archery and/or shotgun only
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• Bratten FAS, west of Reed Point: 93 acres, no weapons restrictions

• Bridger Bend FAS, south of Belfry: 12 acres, archery and/or shotgun only

• Broadview Pond FAS, Broadview: 53 acres, archery and/or shotgun only

• Buffalo Jump FAS, Nye: 6 acres, archery and/or shotgun only

• Buffalo Mirage FAS, west of Laurel: 16 acres, archery and/or shotgun only

• Bull Springs FAS, north of Red Lodge: 33 acres, archery and/or shotgun only

• Bundy Bridge FAS, west of Pompey’s Pillar: 4 acres, archery and/or shotgun only

• Captain Clark FAS, west of Custer: 148 acres, no weapons restrictions

• Castle Rock FAS, north of Nye: 80 acres, no weapons restrictions south of river, archery and/or shotgun only 
north of river

• Clarks Fork Yellowstone FAS, south of Bridger: 172 acres, archery only for big game, shotgun only for 
waterfowl/upland game birds, firearms closure within 150 yards of Ridgeway Drive

• Cliff Swallow FAS, west of Absarokee: 160 acres, no weapons restrictions, safety zone in developed area

• Deadman’s Basin FAS, east of Shawmut: 101 acres, no weapons restrictions

• Duck Creek Bridge FAS, west of Billings: 27 acres, archery and/or shotgun only

• Fireman’s Point FAS, south of Columbus: 162 acres, archery and/or shotgun only

• General Custer FAS, north of Hardin: 34 acres, no weapons restrictions

• Grant Marsh FAS, north of Hardin: 141 acres, no weapons restrictions

• Grey Bear FAS, west of Big Timber: 25 acres, archery and/or shotgun only, safety zone in developed area

• Gritty Stone FAS, north of Worden: 14 acres, archery and/or shotgun only

• Holmgren FAS, west of Columbus: 71 acres, no weapons restrictions

• Homestead Isle FAS, west of Laurel: 191 acres, no weapons restrictions

• Horsethief Station FAS, north of Red Lodge: 84 acres, no weapons restrictions, safety zone in developed area

• Mallard’s Landing FAS, south of Hardin: 43 acres, open to shotgun for waterfowl and upland game birds only

• Manuel Lisa FAS, east of Custer: 38 acres, no weapons restrictions

• Moraine FAS, north of Nye: 60 acres, no weapons restrictions

• Otter Creek FAS, Big Timber: 29 acres, archery and/or shotgun only

• Pelican FAS, Greycliff: 122 acres, no weapons restrictions

• Selkirk FAS, east of Martinsdale: 265 acres, no weapons restrictions

• Two Leggins FAS, south of Hardin: 30 acres, open to shotgun for waterfowl and upland game birds only

• Voyagers Rest FAS, north of Worden: 20 acres, archery and/or shotgun only

• Water Birch FAS, north of Red Lodge: 77 acres, no weapons restrictions, safety zone in developed area

• Whitebird FAS, south of Columbus: 23 acres, archery and/or shotgun only

FAS maps available online at https://fwp.mt.gov/gis/maps/huntPlanner/

FOR MORE INFORMATION REGARDING FWP REGION 5, CONTACT:
MT Fish, Wildlife & Parks

2300 Lake Elmo Drive
Billings, MT  59105

(406) 247-2940
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Region 6 has 454 properties enrolling 1,253,110 acres making up 210 Block Management Areas (BMAs) and 
providing enhanced access to well over 700,000 public land acres.  These areas offer excellent opportunity 
to hunt whitetail and mule deer, elk, antelope, upland game birds, turkey, and waterfowl.  Please be sure to 
read the county information below and see BMA tables for specific hunting opportunities.  Please refer to 
the 2026 Montana FWP Hunting Regulations for the updated Hunting Districts.  

Most of our BMAs are open from September 1 to January 1, but some open early for the antelope archery 
only season.  Spring Turkey 2027 is offered on some properties, please use the hunt planner in the Spring for 
a list of those opportunities. 

Two kinds of BMAs are available in Region 6, classified as Type 1 and Type 2 BMAs.  In this region, Type 
1 BMAs are areas in which hunters administer their own permission by using daily sign-in boxes.  Type 2 
BMAs are areas in which written permission is given to the hunters by landowners, MFWP, or call reservation 
center. 

Hunters can obtain specific BMA maps and rules on site at sign-in box locations or at landowner residences. 
Region 6 maps of all BMAs are available online at https://fwp.mt.gov/hunt/access/blockmanagement 
and click on the BMA Map tab below.  The Region 6 Hunting Access Guide, detailing all Region 6 BMAs, is 
available through MFWP offices or online beginning the middle of August.  Hunters can use this guide to 
compare BMAs on the included regional map, with the correlating BMA description charts to compare size, 
geographical location, and hunting opportunities desired.

Other hunting access opportunities exist within the region as well.  There are 13 Wildlife Management Areas 
(WMA) open to hunting.  For WMA rules and regulations please visit the Wildlife Management Area website 
at https://fwp.mt.gov/conservation/wildlife-management-areas .  Other hunting access opportunities in 
Region 6 are Access Public Lands (APL), Unlocking Public Lands (UPL), and Public Access Land Agreements 
(PALA).  These other opportunities are listed in the last table of the Region 6 information and can also be 
found on the MFWP Hunt Planner Map under other access information tab.  Maps associated with these 
projects will show up when you click the project and click view next to the PDF Map text, when the pop-up 
box appears.

The Region 6 Block Management staff encourages you to share your experience on specific BMAs by 
sending comment cards, pictures, or letters to the Glasgow office, or by dropping off comment or survey 
cards in sign-in boxes.  We share these with landowners to show your appreciation, or to help improve the 
program.  You can also reach us with questions, letters, or comments about Region 6 Access Programs at 
region6.access@mt.gov.  

Region 6
2026 Block Management Program
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Blaine County
The majority of Blaine County is made up of private land.  Significant blocks of BLM are in the north and 
southeast portions of the county.  There are 30 BMAs with 250,293 acres enrolled in the Block Management 
program in this county.

Mule deer numbers are above the long-term average in the northern part of the county, but below the long-
term average in the southern part of the county.  White-tailed deer are found in highest densities along the Milk 
River and throughout the Bears Paw Mountains.  Antelope numbers are currently still below average.

Upland bird numbers are generally below average due to recent drought conditions throughout most of the 
county. Sharp-tailed grouse occur throughout much of the county but are often found in higher numbers near 
brushy coulees in the Bears Paw and prairie habitats.  Sage grouse populations are very limited throughout 
most of northern Blaine County due to the limited habitat but can be found in better numbers in sagebrush 
habitats just north of the Missouri River Breaks. Sage grouse numbers are slightly below average.  Partridge can 
be found throughout the county.  Partridge populations have fared better than other upland birds and are at or 
slightly below the long-term average. Pheasants can be found in moderate densities in areas near the Milk River 
and are currently below average.  

Ducks and geese are found throughout the county. Wetland conditions are good in most parts of the county 
this year, which should result in improved waterfowl hunter opportunity this fall.

Chouteau County
The majority of Chouteau County is comprised of private land.  Significant blocks of BLM lands are located 
along the Missouri River.  There are 3 BMAs with approximately 15,093 acres of land enrolled in the program 
within the county.

There can be good population densities of mule deer in the uplands near the Missouri and Marias Rivers, and 
south of the Bears Paw Mountains.  There is quality white-tailed deer habitat along the Missouri and Marias 
River bottoms and associated CRP acreage. Mule deer numbers are currently below average in this area.  White-
tailed deer populations are above the long-term average.  Antelope occur in moderate densities near Big Sandy 
and numbers are slightly below average.  
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Upland bird numbers are expected to still be below average this fall due to past drought conditions, although 
production this spring was good.  There are usually better densities of sharp-tailed grouse in the foothills of the 
Bears Paw Mountains and patchy populations of partridge throughout the county.  Pheasants are found mostly 
along riparian areas and nearby CRP.  Limited sage grouse populations can be found in sagebrush habitats 
north of the Missouri Breaks.  

There are decent duck and goose hunting opportunities along the Missouri River.

Daniels County
Daniels County is comprised of about 70% private land and 30% state and federal owned land.  There are 13 
BMAs with 93,318 acres enrolled in the program.

White-tailed deer populations are near average levels. Mule deer populations are currently above long-term 
average. Antelope populations are near average levels.  

Sharp-tailed grouse and pheasant populations are above average and habitat conditions and brood production 
are expected to be good.  Hunters should be prepared to adapt their hunting practices depending on land use 
and habitat conditions.  Partridge populations are spotty but fair in suitable habitat.  

Waterfowl can be found throughout the county on stock ponds and along the Poplar River.  Wetland conditions 
are below average with many smaller wetlands dry or drying down with summer heat.

Hill County
The majority of Hill County is comprised of private land.  There are 8 BMAs with 36,390 acres enrolled in the 
program, within the county.

Mule deer populations have been stable and are currently above the long-term average.  White-tailed deer can 
be found in higher densities along the Milk River, throughout the Bears Paw area, and areas near private land 
agriculture.  White-tailed deer numbers are currently above average.  Antelope habitat is more limited, but 
antelope populations have been faring well and have been above average in agricultural areas.

Upland bird numbers are expected to be below average this fall due to past drought conditions although 
production this spring was good. Sharp-tailed grouse can be found in higher densities in brushy coulees near 
the Bears Paw Mountains and on the prairies.  Sage grouse are extremely rare due to the limited amount of 
habitat available.  Partridge can be found throughout the county, but distribution can be spotty.   Pheasants are 
found in moderate densities in areas along the Milk River and adjacent tributaries. 

Ducks and geese are found throughout the county.  Wetland conditions are poor in most parts of the county 
this year, which will likely result in patchy waterfowl distribution and reduced waterfowl hunter opportunity this 
fall.

McCone County
The east half of McCone County is mainly privately owned.  BLM acreage increases in the west.  The Charles M. 
Russell National Wildlife Refuge is located on the extreme west border.  There are 16 BMAs with 91,549 acres 
enrolled in the program in the Region 6 Portion of the county. There are also some BMAs located in the county 
that are administered by Region 7.

Mule deer are found throughout the county especially in rougher country and populations are above the long-
term averages.  White-tailed deer numbers are improving from recent years but are currently below average.  

The antelope populations are now above their long-term averages. They can be found throughout the county, 
utilizing native prairie as well as agricultural fields.
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Sharp-tailed grouse numbers are expected to be good and can be found in rough/brushy country.  Hungarian 
partridge are found in spotty populations. The best areas to find pheasants are along the Missouri River, in CRP 
and associated riparian areas.

Waterfowl can be found throughout the county at stock ponds and along the Missouri River. Wetland 
conditions and waterfowl numbers are lower this year due to drought conditions.

Phillips County
The majority of Phillips County is private land with substantial amounts of public land also occurring 
throughout the county.  The Charles M. Russell (CMR) National Wildlife Refuge (NWR) is located along 
the south edge of Phillips County and borders Fort Peck Reservoir. Bowdoin NWR, as well as several small 
Waterfowl Production Areas (WPAs) and MFWP Wildlife Management Areas (WMAs), are also found here.  
There are 42 BMAs with 334,451 acres of private land and enhanced access to public lands. 

There is good mule deer and antelope habitat across the county although the mule deer population is below 
long-term average. Antelope populations throughout the county are also slightly below their long-term 
average.   Mule deer are found in many areas and are generally found in the prairie, badlands and breaks 
habitats, while antelope occupy more gently sloped prairie and agriculture habitat.  White-tailed deer are 
located along the Milk River bottom and in areas associated with private land agriculture in North and South 
Phillips. Current whitetail populations are below their long-term average.   

Elk are primarily found in the southern portions of the county in the Missouri River Breaks and Larb Hills.  All 
elk hunting is by special permit only in these areas.  Hunters having an elk permit should be prepared to hike 
at least a mile away from roads and have some means to retrieve their elk (game cart, pack, horses, etc.) since 
most elk quickly seek secure habitat away from roads and trails. 

Upland bird numbers are expected to be below average this fall with reduced adult numbers going into nesting. 
Though Phillips County has had more spring precipitation than previous years, drought conditions are still likely 
negatively affecting nesting and early brood rearing success.   Upland game bird numbers can vary throughout 
the county due to localized habitat and weather conditions that influence brood survival through fall.  Pheasant 
hunting opportunities are best along the Milk River and associated drainages, but access is limited on private 
land and heavy hunting pressure can occur on public lands, including Bowdoin National Wildlife Refuge, WPAs, 
and WMAs.  Sage grouse numbers are higher in the southern half of the county, while sharp-tailed grouse and 
Hungarian partridge can be found throughout the county.  Wetland conditions are expected to be moderate 
to poor across Phillips County due to lower than average snow accumulation throughout the previous winter.  
Many small and medium sized wetland basins are currently dry.  Larger wetlands and reservoirs are low, but still 
holding water and will provide some waterfowl hunting opportunity across the area.

Richland County
The majority of Richland County is privately owned.  Hunting access is fair, except along the Missouri River 
where access is more restricted.  There are 12 BMAs with 55,037 acres enrolled in the program in the Region 
6 part of the county.  There are additional BMAs located in the south and east portions of the county 
administered by Region 7.

White-tailed deer are distributed throughout the county, but populations are currently below average levels, 
particularly in the eastern portion of the county and along the Missouri river.  Mule deer numbers are above 
average and can be found throughout the county within suitable habitats.  Antelope populations continue to 
remain near average can be found throughout the county.   

Sharp-tailed grouse numbers are good throughout the county, while partridge are found scattered throughout 
the county. Habitat conditions have been good, and the county is currently in recovering from drought 
conditions.  The county is likely still producing a fair number of upland game birds due to the quality brood 
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rearing habitats throughout the county. The pheasant and turkey populations are good and are strongest along 
the Missouri and Yellowstone River bottoms.  Hunters should be prepared to adapt their hunting practices to 
locate game bird species.  

Waterfowl can be found throughout the county in stock ponds and along the Yellowstone and Missouri Rivers. 
Expect fair waterfowl opportunities.

Roosevelt County
The majority of Roosevelt County is comprised of private land, with good hunting access, except for along the 
Missouri River.  This county has 9 BMAs with 38,392 acres enrolled in the program.

White-tailed deer are distributed throughout the county, but populations are currently below average levels, 
particularly in the eastern portion of the county and along the Missouri river.  There are good numbers of mule 
deer found in rough topography adjacent to the Missouri River and moving up into the CRP and drainages.  The 
county contains limited antelope habitat but still supports scattered antelope herds.

Sharp-tailed grouse and pheasant populations are currently above average levels. Spring and summer habitat 
conditions should produce average to good numbers of young birds.  Overall, habitat conditions are good 
for upland game birds.  Hunters should be prepared to adapt their hunting practices depending on land use 
and habitat conditions.  Partridge populations are expected to be fair.  Turkey populations are limited to the 
Missouri River bottom and adjacent uplands.

Waterfowl hunting opportunities are fair.  Wetland conditions are below average with many smaller wetlands 
dry or drying down with summer heat.

Sheridan County
The majority of Sheridan County is comprised of private land.  Parts of the Medicine Lake National Wildlife 
Refuge and numerous Waterfowl Production Areas are open to public hunting.  Contact the refuge 
headquarters for further information (406-783-2305).  In the county, there are 24 BMAs with 75,655 acres of 
land enrolled in Block Management.  

White-tailed deer populations are below average levels in the southern portion of the county, with levels closer 
to average in the northern part of the county. Mule deer populations are currently above long-term average and 
remain strong in areas of higher quality habitat.  Antelope populations are scattered throughout the county, but 
fair numbers can be found throughout the agricultural areas.   

Sharp-tailed grouse and pheasant populations are currently above average levels. Spring and summer habitat 
conditions should produce average to good numbers of young birds.  Overall, habitat conditions are good for 
upland game birds.  Hunters should be prepared to adapt their hunting practices depending on land use and 
habitat conditions.  Partridge populations are expected to be fair.  

Waterfowl hunting opportunities are available throughout the county, but waterfowl tend to group up on larger 
wetlands and lakes as the summer progresses and wetlands dry up.  Waterfowl numbers are fair in areas with 
more stable wetlands.  Wetland conditions are below average with many smaller wetlands dry or drying down 
with summer heat.
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Valley County
The majority of Valley County is public land.  Substantial amounts of public land are located throughout the 
county.  The Charles M. Russell National Wildlife Refuge is in the southern portion of the county. Two Wildlife 
Management Areas (WMAs) are located near Hinsdale.  In the Block Management Program, there are 52 BMAs 
with 248,932 acres of private land and public land with enhanced access in Valley County.

Mule deer populations occur across the county. Due to drought over the last few years and suppressed habitat 
conditions, mule deer numbers have dropped to near average levels in the southern half of the county and 
below average in the northern half of the county.  

White-tailed deer can be found throughout Valley County, especially along the Milk River and associated creek 
drainages. Whitetail numbers are below their long-term average, but they can still be found in lower numbers 
throughout their habitat. 

Antelope can be found throughout the county, with totals this year that are above the long-term average.   

Most elk are found in the Missouri River Breaks and all elk hunting is by special permit or limited license only in 
these areas. 

Sharp-tail grouse numbers are expected to be average this fall and are found mainly in the northern part of 
the county and in the Missouri Breaks. Sage grouse numbers this year are expected to be low from drought in 
previous years and are best found in large blocks of sagebrush habitat.  Hungarian partridge populations are 
spotty.  Pheasant populations are expected to be near average.  Pheasants are typically found within the Milk 
River valley and can also be found in CRP and other associated riparian habitats outside the river valley.

Waterfowl can be found throughout the county in stock ponds and along the Milk and Missouri Rivers. 
Waterfowl hunting opportunities will be less abundant with poorer wetland conditions this year due to drought 
conditions.
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ATTENTION HUNTERS: NO ANTLERLESS MULE DEER HUNTING ALLOWED ON PUBLIC LANDS IN REGIONS 6 & 7.

WE ARE ENCOURAGING HUNTERS TO PLEASE DO AS MUCH AS POSSIBLE OVER THE PHONE:  MAP REQUESTS, 
RESERVATIONS, GAINING PERMISSION, GENERAL BLOCK MANAGEMENT QUESTIONS, ETC.  BLOCK 
MANAGEMENT MAPS ARE AVAILABLE TO VIEW AND PRINT ON OUR WEBSITE BY VISITING:  FWP.MT.GOV/BMA 

THANK YOU!

DATES TO REMEMBER
AUGUST 10TH: Hunting Access Guide, BMA maps and cooperator names and phone numbers   are available by 
calling (406) 234-0930. 

AUGUST 24TH RESERVATIONS FOR:
•  Brewer Ranch, BMA #416:  Call (406) 234-0929.  Calls will be taken for 3 days and then a lottery 

will be conducted and a randomized order will be created and reservations will be assigned based 
on randomized order.  When calling you will be asked to provide your name, # and names of party 
members, 1st choice hunt dates, 2nd choice hunt dates and phone number.

•	 Hooker Ranch, BMA #6:  Call (406) 234-0933.  Calls will be taken for 3 days and then a lottery will 
be conducted and a randomized order will be created and reservations will be assigned based on 
randomized order.  When calling you will be asked to provide your name, # and names of party 
members, 1st choice hunt dates, 2nd choice hunt dates, preferred pasture assignment and phone 
number.

•	 Cinch Buckle Ranch, BMA #406: Call (406) 234-0932

AUGUST 25TH RESERVATIONS FOR:		
•	 Ringling Ranch, BMA #445:  Call (406) 234-0929
•	 Froze-to-Death, BMA #279:  Call (406) 234-0933
•	 PV Ranch, BMA #284:  Call (406) 234-0932

Region 7
2026 Block Management Program
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AUGUST 26TH RESERVATIONS FOR: 		
•	 Megan Hansen, BMA #446:  Call (406) 234-0929
•	 Ponessa Ranch, BMA #161 & The Jenny Place, BMA #308:  Call (406) 234-0932
•	 52 Ranch Inc, BMA #112: Call 234-0933

AUGUST 27TH RESERVATIONS FOR:		
•	 Moore Ranch, BMA #315 & Pfaff Ranch, BMA #219:  Call (406) 234-0932
•	 Homestead Cattle Co., BMA #208:  Call (406) 234-0933. 

AUGUST 28TH RESERVATIONS FOR: 	
•	 Horse Creek Complex, BMA #255:  Call (406) 234-0932
•	 Aberg Ranch, BMA #322 & N. J. Hastetter, BMA #93:  Call (406) 234-0933
•	 Guyer Ranch, BMA #448:  Call (406) 234-0929
           

ABOUT REGION 7 HUNTING ACCESS PROGRAM
In 2026, there are 245 Block Management Areas (BMA’s) that provide access to 1,985,409 acres of private, state, 
and federal lands. Similar to other FWP Regions, Region 7 (R7) has Type 1 and Type 2 BMA’s, which gives hunters 
flexibility in gaining permission. About one-third of Region 7 BMA’s are Type 1 and two-thirds are Type 2. In general, 
Type 1 BMA’s allow the hunter to administer their own permission, while Type 2 BMA’s require obtaining permis-
sion from the landowner or a representative. Regardless of permission type, please keep in mind that BMA’s are 
comprised wholly or partially of private lands. As a hunter, you have the privilege to access these lands and your 
behavior will play an important role in the future of Montana’s hunting access and heritage. 

The Region 7 staff encourages hunters to share their experiences on specific BMA’s.  Please return comment cards 
to sign-in boxes and/or mail in the self-addressed, postage paid blue comment cards. These comments are used to 
improve the program as well as to show your appreciation to cooperating landowners.  Pictures from your hunt are 
also an effective way to share your experience and can be emailed to fwpr7bmp@mt.gov.  Along with comment 
cards, the pictures will be shared with the landowners to express your gratitude.  Good luck and be safe!

HOW TO USE THIS GUIDE FOR HUNTING IN REGION 7
Included in this Guide is a regional map depicting the general location, identification number, and permission type 
for each BMA. There is also an associated chart that is organized by county and arranged in order by the BMA 
number. This chart gives general information for each BMA. The information in this chart will help locate the hunting 
opportunities you wish to pursue. It is important to recognize each BM cooperator utilizes their own management 
style: this may include limits on daily hunter numbers, vehicular travel restrictions, pasture assignments, tempo-
rary closures, etc... The following outlines the procedure to request additional information for individual BMA’s:  

1.	 Refer to the map and chart to identify individual BMA’s you are interested in hunting. Note: The chart lists 
‘Primary Hunting Opportunities’. This is intended to assist hunters in selecting a BMA that fits their desired 
hunting opportunity. In contrast, for a BMA that does not list a particular commissioned game specie or 
species, the omission of that specie(s) is not intended to represent that those game specie(s) may not be 
found or could not be hunted on that particular BMA.  ‘Primary Hunting Opportunity’ information should 
be used as general reference regarding game that is most likely to occur on the BMA. BMA’s that have a 
formal species restriction in place will have noted such a restriction in the ‘Additional Information’ column. 
It is important to note that BM cooperators may exercise their discretion in managing the hunting on their 
property in response to environmental conditions and game numbers.

2.	 If you select a Type 1 BMA… Rules/maps can be obtained onsite at the hunter sign-in boxes or in person at 
the Region 7 FWP office in Miles City.  
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3.	 If you have selected a Type 2 BMA…Using the BMA number, request landowner contact information from the 
Fish, Wildlife & Parks Region 7 headquarters in Miles City. Individual landowner contact information may be 
obtained in person at 352 I-94 Business Loop, by e-mailing fwpr7bmp@mt.gov or by calling (406) 234-0930.  

4.	 If you need more specific information about a BMA to assist in your planning efforts, a complete set of R7 
BMA maps will be available for viewing at the Region 7 FWP headquarters.  We are encouraging hunters 
to view and print their own maps from our website or request that maps be mailed or emailed to them, 
rather than pick them up in person at the office in order to help reduce the amount of paper maps 
distributed in person. Hunters are allowed to receive a maximum of five maps per day. Please help us 
reduce administrative costs by only requesting the maps of BMA’s you intend to visit.  

5.	 Individual BMA maps/rules will also be available for viewing/printing on the FWP website: fwp.mt.gov/bma

HOW TO OBTAIN PERMISSION TO HUNT REGION 7 BMA’S
Again, Type 1 BMA’s are hunter administered (see step 2 above). For Type 2 BMA’s, landowner contact information 
will be given for up to 5 BMA’s per phone inquiry.  Contact information usually consists of the name and 
phone number of the person(s) with authority to grant permission. When you are contacting landowners to 
secure permission to hunt, please abide by the specified calling times for the cooperator.  When call times are 
not specified, please call between 7:00am and 9:00pm Mountain Time. Due to the volume of calls received, 
landowners are not required to and should not be expected to return phone calls. While obtaining permission to 
hunt BMA’s within R7, please keep the following administrative rules/policies in mind:

•	 Use only current year BMA rules/maps. R7 produces new rules/maps each year to address rule, boundary, 
or permission method changes. Also, there is some turnover in BMA’s from year to year, therefore a BMA 
from a previous year may no longer be enrolled.

•	 Reservations may not be made before August 22nd. If a BMA takes reservations, a hunter may only have 
one reservation on that BMA at any one time. After the dates of the reservation pass, a hunter may make 
another reservation to hunt that BMA. Hunters may have reservations on more than one BMA as long as 
they are not for the same hunting dates.  Reservations can be up to three days.  Individuals from the same 
hunting party may not make reservations for consecutive three-day blocks in an attempt to book more 
than three days for their party. Hunters may hunt more than one BMA in a day, but are prohibited from 
making reservations to hunt on more than one limited-hunter BMA per day.

•	 Cancellations. If you make advance reservations on a BMA and are unable to hunt, please inform the 
landowner of this as soon as possible. In addition, inform the landowner if you are successful early in 
your hunt and won’t be hunting for your full scheduled reservation. Failure to do so may result in the loss 
of hunting privileges on that BMA for the remainder of the hunting season. Please be courteous and give 
others an opportunity to hunt.

ADDITIONAL HUNTING OPPORTUNITIES IN SE MT
Approximately 11% of the total land in FWP Region 7 is enrolled in the Block Management Program, leaving a large 
amount of other land with potential hunting opportunities for hunters to explore.  Hunters are encouraged to con-
sider these other opportunities and not limit their hunting activities to only BMA’s.

PUBLIC ACCESS LAND AGREEMENTS (PALA)
• 	 Connor Beach: provides 1 mile of motorized access to 949 acres of inaccessible State Land.  No permission 

required.  From Baker, south on Hwy 7 approximately 18 miles to Longview Rd. then west 3.6 miles to Calumet 
Rd. then 1 mile north to access point.  Open July 1 – June 30.  

111

R
EG

IO
N

 7



•	 Country Cross Ranch LLC:  provides 2.15 miles of motorized access to 968 acres of inaccessible BLM land 
through private property and BLM.  The 2.15 miles of access road is a mix of 1.26 miles of private road and .89 
miles of public land road.  The Country Cross PALA enhances access to inaccessible BLM.  Landowner permis-
sion required to access.  From Glendive, north on Hwy 16 approximately 12.5 miles to ranch entrance.  Open 
September 1 – May 31.

•	 Doug Weeding:  provides walk-in access from designated parking area to over 12,000 acres of under-acces-
sible State and BLM lands.  No permission required.  From Jordan, northwest on Brusett Rd. approximately 22 
miles to Four Corners Rd. North then 3 ¼ miles north to the parking areas.  Open July 1 – January 1.

•	 Eayrs Ranch:  provides 24 miles of motorized access to over 17,000 acres of inaccessible and under-accessible 
BLM and State Land through private property, BLM & State Land.  The 24 miles of access road is a mix of 4.81 
miles of private road and 19.19 miles of public land road.  No permission required.  From Glendive, south on Rd 
335 approximately 11 miles to CR 100 then southeast approximately 6.5 miles to the private land road access 
point.  Open August 15 – January 1.

•	 Harbaugh Ranch Co:  provides 4 miles of motorized access to a designated parking area with walk-in access to 
under-accessible BLM and State Land.  Landowner permission required to access.  From Jordan, east on Hwy 
200 approximately 7 miles to the Harbaugh Ranch Co. driveway on Harbaugh Valley Road then south approxi-
mately 3.5 miles to ranch headquarters.  Open July 1 – June 30.

•	 Hofmann Ranch Inc:  provides 3.5 miles of motorized access to 1,280 acres of inaccessible State Land and 
BLM through private property and BLM.  The 3.5 miles of access road is a mix of 1.84 miles of private road and 
1.66 miles of public land road.  Landowner permission required to access.  From Miles City, east on Highway 12 
approximately 48 ¾ miles to Rd 337 then 1.93 miles north to access point.  Open July 1 – June 30.

•	 Jared Kountz:  provides walk-in access to 318 acres of under-accessible BLM land and also provides .32 miles 
of motorized access to the Yellowstone River.  No permission required.  From Terry, north on Hwy 253 approxi-
mately one mile to the access point to the Yellowstone River.  Open July 1 – June 30.

•	 Ry O’Connor:  provides walk-in access from designated parking area to 640 acres of inaccessible State Land 
and walk-in access from accessible BLM land through private land to 920 acres of inaccessible BLM land.  No 
permission required.  From Plevna, south on Hwy 494 approximately 7.2 miles to Plevna Road South, then 
south 7.5 miles to Lame Jones Trail, then west 2 miles to parking area.  Open August 15 – January 1.

•	 Reverse E Ranch:  provides 13.07 miles of motorized access road to 7,842 acres of inaccessible and under-ac-
cessible BLM and State Land through private property, BLM and State Lands.  The 13.07 mile access road is a 
mix of 5.4 miles of private road and 7.67 miles of public land road.  Landowner permission required to access.  
From Terry, north on Hwy 253 approximately 10.3 miles to Cherry Creek Road then west approximately 6.5 
miles to the access road.  Open July 1 – June 30.  

•	 Robert Reukauf Ranch:  provides 12.58 miles of motorized access to 2,396 acres of under-accessible BLM land 
through private property and BLM lands.  The 12.58 miles of access road is a mix of 4.97 miles of private road 
and 7.61 miles of public land road.  Landowner permission required to access.  From Terry, north on Hwy 253 
approximately 10.3 miles to Cherry Creek Road then west approximately 14 miles to North Fork Cherry Creek 
Road then north 5.7 miles to ranch headquarters and access point.  Open July 1 – June 30. 

•	 Sackman Inc:  provides .82 miles of motorized access through private property and BLM to 493 acres of un-
der-accessible BLM land and access to the Yellowstone and Powder River for fishing access.  The .82 mile PALA 
access road is a mix of .2 miles of private road and .62 miles of public land road.  No permission required.  From 
Terry, west on Old Highway 10 approximately 6.2 miles to the access point.  Open July 1 – June 30.

PRIVATE LANDS NOT ENROLLED IN BLOCK MANAGEMENT
Region 7 is comprised of primarily private land (76%). Although the region has 247 BMA’s enrolling approximate-
ly 1.5 million private acres (8%) of the 19.5 million acres of private land in Region 7, hunting access can often be 
obtained on non-Block Management private property throughout much of the region by respectfully asking for 
hunting permission. Always remember to “Ask for Access” before hunting on private land.
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PUBLIC LANDS
In Region 7, there are over 3.8 million acres of public ownership (BLM, State Lands, National Forest Service and Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge).  This assortment of public land constitutes a land base composition of 18% federal land and 
6% State of Montana Department of Natural Resources and Conservation (DNRC) land. Public lands are accessible 
via public roads or waterways, adjacent public land and adjacent private land with landowner permission. Hunt-
ing activities on federal lands are subject to both state and federal regulations.  Some legally accessible tracts of 
Department of Natural Resource Land (State School Trust Land) are formally enrolled in the Block Management 
Program.  Formally enrolled State Lands must be posted with contact information for the method of obtaining 
permission. If a BMA contains formally enrolled State Land, it will be noted in the Access Guide and on the map.  
Please contact regional FWP staff to verify accessibility and use rules for accessing public lands contained within 
BMA boundaries.

FWP administers Wildlife Management Areas (WMAs) throughout the region, each of which provides some hunt-
ing opportunities.  WMAs in the region include:

•	 Amelia Island WMA:  191 acres, north of Hysham
•	 Isaac Homestead WMA:  1,263 acres, west of Hysham
•	 Elk Island WMA:  1,408 acres, near Savage
•	 Seven Sisters WMA:  1,554 acres, near Crane
WMA maps available online at https://fwp.mt.gov/gis/maps/huntPlanner/

FWP also administers numerous Fishing Access Sites (FASs) and State Parks (SPs) throughout the region that 
provide some hunting opportunities.  These sites include:

•	 Myer’s Bridge FAS:  49 acres, no weapons restrictions
•	 Far West FAS:  34 acres, archery and/or shotgun only
•	 Twelve Mile Dam FAS:  27 acres, waterfowl/upland game bird season only, shotgun only
•	 Kinsey Bridge FAS:  28 acres, archery and/or shotgun only
•	 Bonfield FAS:  56 acres, archery and/or shotgun only
•	 Fallon Bridge FAS:  6 acres, archery and/or shotgun only
•	 South Sandstone FAS:  581 acres, archery and/or shotgun only
•	 Stipek FAS:  119 acres, archery and/or shotgun only
•	 Intake Dam FAS:  405 acres, archery and/or shotgun only
•	 Johnson Reservoir FAS:  30 acres, no weapons restrictions
•	 Elk Island FAS:  69 acres, no weapons restrictions
•	 Seven Sisters FAS:  8 acres, no weapons restrictions
•	 Gartside Reservoir FAS:  159 acres, no weapons restrictions
•	 Diamond Willow FAS:  80 acres, no weapons restrictions
•	 Pirogue Island SP:  269 acres, archery and/or shotgun only
•	 Medicine Rocks SP:  330 acres, no hunting around campgrounds & developed areas
•	 Makoshika SP:  11,538 acres, contact the park for hunting regulations and restrictions
•	 Rosebud Battlefield SP:  4,220 acres, no weapons restrictions
•	 Tongue River Reservoir SP:  642 acres, archery and/or shotgun only
Maps available online at https://fwp.mt.gov/gis/maps/huntPlanner/

Other public hunting opportunities include:
•	 Tongue River Ranch (DNRC):  20, 979 acres, southwest of Miles City
•	 Angela Farm (DNRC):  16,952 acres, northwest of Miles City
•	 Pumpkin Creek Ranch Recreation Area (BLM):  21,206 acres, south of Miles City
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•	 Knowlton Travel Management Area (BLM):  15,000+ acres, east of Knowlton
•	 Hay Draw Travel Management Area (BLM, DNRC, FWP):  30,000+ acres, east of Broadus, road open July 

1st – December 15th
 

WILDLIFE INFORMATION
Region 7 produces, on average, 25% of the state’s annual mule deer harvest; 12% of the state’s white-tailed deer 
harvest (22% of the total statewide deer harvest); 35% of the state’s annual antelope harvest; and 5% of the state’s 
elk harvest.  The Region supports populations of six species of upland birds and a variety of waterfowl that provide 
diverse hunting opportunities . 

•	 Antelope - Antelope are common throughout Southeastern MT (R7). Hunting Districts (HD) 701 and 705 
are traditionally the more productive antelope districts..

•	 Elk – Isolated but expanding populations of elk exist throughout Region 7. Primary elk hunting opportuni-
ties are located in the northern portion of HD 700 as well as the southern portion of HD 704.  

•	 Mule Deer – Mule Deer are common throughout Southeastern MT (R7). HD 703, 704 and 705 are tradition-
ally the more productive mule deer districts.

•	 White-tailed Deer – White-tailed deer can be found across the region associated with riparian and agricul-
tural habitats. HD 701 and 703 offer the majority of white-tailed deer habitat.

•	 Upland Game Birds - Six species of upland game birds occur in Southeastern Montana.  Native birds in-
clude sharp-tailed grouse, sage grouse and the migratory mourning dove. Non-native species are the ring-
necked pheasant, Hungarian (gray) partridge and Merriam’s turkey.  Sharp tailed grouse are well dispersed 
throughout the region.  Pheasant numbers are generally stronger in the NE portion of the region but can 
be found concurrent to major riparian areas throughout the region.  Turkeys are generally found across the 
region in association with riparian bottoms and forested areas where adequate cropland food sources exist.

•	 Waterfowl - Several species of waterfowl can be found throughout the region in stock ponds, reservoirs 
and major river systems. Excellent late-season Canada goose hunting opportunities are present along the 
Yellowstone River Valley. The Yellowstone River, below the high-water mark is closed to waterfowl hunting 
from the mouth of the Big Horn River east to the Rosebud/Custer County line. Waterfowl hunting is legal 
off the river on adjacent land with landowner permission (See waterfowl regulations).
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Don’t miss out on the Open Fields for Game Bird Hunters – an exciting opportunity to hunt upland game birds and 
waterfowl on enrolled tracts of CRP and other quality habitats. Through cooperation of private landowners and federal 
Farm Bill funding delivered to FWP through the Farm Service Agency, this program provides game bird hunters with 
walk-in access on enrolled lands with no further permission required. Information about the program, including a com-
prehensive map, may be found at fwp.mt.gov.

Block Management and Public Lands
In many cases, enrollment of deeded ground into block management provides access to otherwise inaccessible tracts of 
state or federal land or blocks together large tracts of public and private land. Each block management area (BMA) has 
rules unique to that BMA. Recreationists should become familiar with the individual BMA ranch rules prior to actually 
hunting on the BMA. As a general rule, BMA restrictions do not apply to legally-accessible tracts of public land adja-
cent to, or contained within, the BMA boundaries. However, in some cases, legally-accessible public lands ARE formally 
enrolled, with BMA restrictions imposed for resource or hunter management reasons. Contact regional FWP staff to 
verify rules for accessible public lands associated with BMAs.

Streams and Access
Some BMAs have streams within their boundaries, so it is important to know and understand Montana’s Stream Access 
Law. Under this statute, rivers and streams capable of recreational use may be used by the public within the ordinary 
high water marks. Although this law gives recreationists the right to pursue water-based activities within the high 
water marks of rivers and streams, it does not give recreationists the right to enter private lands bordering those 
streams or to cross private lands to gain access to streams. Islands may or may not be public lands. Before hunting on 
islands, always verify ownership. Check with county offices or FWP regional offices to confirm land ownership.

Other FWP Hunting Access Opportunities
In addition to the Block Management Program, other FWP programs may provide hunting access opportunities.
These include:
•  Access Public Lands Projects, Unlocking Public Lands Projects and Public Access Land Agreements- focus on public 

access to inaccessible or under-accessible public lands.
•  Regional Access Projects - regional species-specific projects;
•  Habitat Montana - focuses on habitat protection through conservation easement; may also include limited public 

access provisions;
•  Upland Game Bird Habitat and Pheasant Release Program - long-term upland bird habitat projects;
	 statewide listing available September 1;
•  Wildlife Management Areas and Fishing Access Sites - FWP-owned lands which may provide public hunting 

access opportunities;
*While these public hunting access opportunities may or may not be managed under the Block Management Program, people interested 
in learning more about specific opportunities are encouraged to contact the FWP regional office where a hunt is planned.

OTHER ACCESS OPPORTUNITIES

Attention
Fall Game Bird Hunters:
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MONTANA DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL 
RESOURCES AND CONSERVATION

PO Box 201601
1539 Eleventh Avenue

Helena, MT 59601
406-444-2074

CENTRAL
LAND OFFICE
8001 North Montana Ave.
Helena MT 59602
(406) 458-3500

EASTERN
LAND OFFICE
321 Main St.
Miles City MT 59301
(406) 232-2034

NORTHEASTERN
LAND OFFICE
613 NE Main Street
PO Box 1021
Lewistown Mt 59457-1021
(406) 538-7789

NORTHWEST
LAND OFFICE
655 Timberwolf Parkway 
Suite 1
Kalispell MT 59901-1215
(406) 751-2240

SOUTHERN
LAND OFFICE
1371 Rimtop Dr.
Airport Industrial Park
Billings MT 59105-1978
(406) 247-4400

SOUTHWESTERN
LAND OFFICE
1401 27th Avenue
Missoula MT 59804
(406) 542-4200

STATE HEADQUARTERS
1420 East 6th Avenue

PO Box 200701
Helena MT 59620-0701

(406) 444-2535

REGION 1- Kalispell
490 North Meridian Rd
Kalispell MT 59901
(406) 752-5501

REGION 2- Missoula
3201 Spurgin Rd
Missoula MT 59804
(406) 542-5500

REGION 3- Bozeman
1400 South 19th Avenue
Bozeman MT 59718
(406) 577-7900

REGION 4- Great Falls
4600 Giant Springs Rd
Great Falls MT 59405
(406) 454-5840

REGION 5- Billings
2300 Lake Elmo Dr
Billings MT 59105
(406) 247-2940

REGION 6- Glasgow
1 Airport Road
Glasgow MT 59230
(406) 228-3700

REGION 7- Miles City
352 I-94 Business Loop
PO Box 1630
Miles City, MT 59301
(406) 234-0900

BUTTE AREA
RESOURCE OFFICE
1820 Meadowlark Lane
Butte MT 59701
(406) 494-1953

HAVRE AREA
RESOURCE OFFICE
2165 Hwy 2 East
Havre, MT 59501
(406) 265-6177

LEWISTOWN AREA 
RESOURCE OFFICE
190 Terminal Drive
Lewistown, MT 59457
Phone: (406) 538-4658

Anaconda (406) 563-6078

Bozeman (406) 586-5243

Conrad (406) 278-7869

Dillon (406) 683-6305

Glasgow (406) 228-2430

Clearwater (406) 244-5857

Hamilton (406) 363-1585

Havre (406) 265-5236

Helena (406) 458-3500

Kalispell (406) 751-2241

Lewistown (406) 538-7789

Libby (406) 283-0325

Lincoln (406) 362-4999

Missoula (406) 542-4201

Olney(Stillwater) (406) 881-2371

Plains (406) 826-3851

Polson (406) 883-3960

Swan Lake (406) 754-2301

UNIT OFFICES

REGIONAL HEADQUARTERS & AREA OFFICES
AREA OFFICES
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Bureau of Land
Management
Offices
For a current index of recreation maps
contact BLM’s state office in Billings.

Up-to-date 1:100,000 Surface Minerals
Management Quadrangle Maps are also available from the 
state office for $4.00 each, as is a current index of these 
maps. 
Additional information is available on the BLM website at 
www.mt.blm.gov.

If you want to know more about outdoor recreation in 
Montana, contact any of these Bureau of Land Management 
Offices:
MONTANA STATE OFFICE
5001 Southgate Drive
Billings MT 59101
(406) 896-5004

BILLINGS FIELD OFFICE
5001 Southgate Drive
Billings MT 59101
(406) 896-5013

BUTTE FIELD OFFICE
106 North Parkmont
Butte MT 59701
(406) 533-7600

DILLON FIELD OFFICE
1005 Selway Drive
Dillon MT 59725-9431
(406) 683-8000

GLASGOW FIELD STATION
5 Lasar Dr
Glasgow MT 59230
(406) 228-3750

GREAT FALLS FIELD OFFICE
1220 38th St. N
Great Falls, MT 59405
406-791-7700

HAVRE FIELD STATION
3990 Highway 2 W
Havre MT 59501-0911
(406) 262-2820

LEWISTOWN FIELD OFFICE
920 NE Main St.
Lewistown MT 59457
(406) 538-1900

MALTA FIELD OFFICE
501 2nd St East
Malta, MT  59538
Phone: 406-654-5100

MILES CITY FIELD OFFICE
111 Garryowen Rd.
Miles City MT 59301
(406) 233-2800

MISSOULA FIELD OFFICE
3255 Ft. Missoula Rd.
Missoula MT 59804
(406) 329-3914

U.S. Fish & Wildlife
Service Offices
NATIONAL WILDLIFE 
REFUGES
MONTANA OFFICES

BENTON LAKE NWR
(Swan Valley, Black Foot Valley) 
922 Bootlegger Trail
Great Falls, MT 59404
(406) 727-7400

BOWDOIN NWR
(Black Coulee, Creedman Coulee,
Hewitt Lake, Lake Thibadeau)
194 Bowdoin Auto Tour Road
Malta MT 59538
(406) 654-2863

CHARLES M. RUSSELL NWR
(Grass Lake, Hailstone, Lake Madison, UL 
Bend, War Horse) 
333 Airport Road
PO Box 110
Lewistown MT 59457-0110
(406) 538-8706

LEE METCALF NWR
4567 Wildfowl Lane
Stevensville MT 59870
(406) 777-5552

MEDICINE LAKE NWR
(Lamesteer)
223 N Shore Rd
Medicine Lake MT 59247-9600
(406) 789-2305

NORTHWEST MT WETLAND 
MANAGEMENT DISTRICT
(Nine-Pipe, Pablo, Swan River, Lost Trail)
922 Boot Legger Trail
Great Falls MT 59404 
(406) 750-8242

RED ROCK LAKES NWR
27650B South Valley Road
Lima MT 59739
(406) 276-3536
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NORTHERN REGION 
HEADQUARTERS

26 Fort Missoula Road
 Missoula, MT 59804
(406) 329-3511

NATIONAL FORESTS 
IN MONTANA

BEAVERHEAD/DEERLODGE
NATIONAL FOREST

420 Barrett St
Dillon MT 59725
(406) 683-3900

BITTERROOT 
NATIONAL FOREST

1801 N 1st St
Hamilton MT 59840
(406) 363-7100

FLATHEAD NATIONAL FOREST
650 Wolfpack Way
Kalispell, MT 59901
(406) 758-5208

CUSTER GALLATIN 
NATIONAL FOREST

Federal Building
10 E Babcock Ave.
Bozeman MT 59718
(406) 587-6701

HELENA LEWIS & CLARK 
NATIONAL FOREST
	 Helena Office

2880 Skyway Dr
Helena MT 59602
(406) 449-5201

	
Great Falls Office

1220 38th Street North 
Great Falls MT 59405
(406) 791-7700

KOOTENAI NATIONAL FOREST
31374 US Hwy 2
Libby MT 59923
(406) 293-6211

LOLO NATIONAL FOREST
24 Fort Missoula Road
Missoula MT 59804
(406) 329-3750

Forest Visitor Series Maps area available for each National Forest in Montana.
Each map covers all or part of one National Forest. Some of the Forests are

divided into several maps. The scale is 1/2 inch per mile. The maps show
roads, trails, streams, lakes, recreation sites, and land ownership.

Forest Visitor Series Maps area available for each National Forest in Montana. Each map covers all or part of one National 
Forest. Some of the Forests are divided into several maps. The maps show roads, trails, streams, lakes, recreation sites, 
and land ownership. 

Additional information is available on the web https://www.fs.usda.gov/r1

 To order your Visitor Series Maps, visit the USFS web page at
https://www.fs.usda.gov/main/r1/maps-pubs 

Maps also can be purchased from any of the individual Forest Service offices listed.

Make your checks payable to “USDA-Forest Service” for amount of purchase only.
Maps will be sent after payment is made.

Individual maps of existing wilderness and primitive areas are also available for a charge. General information on each 
wilderness/primitive area is available at no cost and can be sent to you upon request. The Forest Service also has numerous 
brochures on campgrounds, recreation areas and miscellaneous subjects available free upon request. For more information 
call (406) 329-3511.
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