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Note from the AIS Bureau:  

The AIS program is gearing up for another busy season. Hiring is under way, and some stations are scheduled to 
open mid-March. We are looking at another busy season ahead. Operations for this year will be similar to 2020 
with a few minor changes including extending the season at several border stations. High boat traffic is 
expected again so we are preparing accordingly. 

As the COVID-19 restrictions begin to be lifted, we look forward to expanding opportunities to work with 
partners on AIS outreach, training, and coordination. Please let us know if your group is interested in AIS 
materials or learning more about what you can do to help protect our waters from AIS. Call 406-444-2440. 

We are looking forward to another great season. 

 

 

Watercraft inspection plans for 2021: 

• Watercraft inspection stations begin opening in mid-March to address snowbird traffic traveling from the 
Southwest. The first stations scheduled to open are: 

o FWP Kalispell: March 1 
o Ravalli:  March 13  
o Dillion:  March 13 
o Anaconda:  March 20 

• Inspection stations will continue to open into May and will operate throughout the boating season  
• Changes for 2021 include: 

o Updated watercraft inspection training 
o Targeted enforcement to improve compliance 
o Targeted efforts to improve quality control at inspection stations 
o Improve acknowledgement and recognition for good inspectors 
o Discontinuing inspections at Canyon Ferry 

• AIS is hiring!  Watercraft inspector jobs can be found here:  Search key word: AIS. 
• Watercraft inspection data for the 2021 season will be available on the AIS Inspection Dashboard.  
• Read the 2020 end of year report here: WIS Report  

 

 
  

Watercraft Inspections 

 

https://mtstatejobs.taleo.net/careersection/200/jobsearch.ftl?lang=en
https://mtfwp.maps.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/638965fb9c81440bbc154c52e6da84db
https://myfwp.mt.gov/getRepositoryFile?objectID=99770


FWP maintains strong partnerships with local agencies who are contracted to operate watercraft inspections 
stations including: 

Bighorn Conservation District St. Xavier 

Blackfeet Nation Browning 

Confederated Salish & Kootenai Tribes Ravalli and Thompson Falls 

Garfield County Conservation District Flowing Wells and Wibaux 

McCone Conservation District Nashua 

Missoula County Weed District Clearwater Junction 

Powder River Conservation District Broadus 

 

FWP coordinates closely with other partners that operate inspection stations in the state and provide training 
and other shared resources including Glacier National Park, the City of Whitefish, and Swan Lakers who all 
contribute to the watercraft inspection efforts in Montana. 

Mussel-Fouled Vessels in 2020:  A total of 35 mussel-fouled vessels were intercepted in 2020. These vessels 
are transported from states where invasive quagga or zebra mussels have infested the waterways. 

 

 

 



Watercraft inspection stations on the southern and eastern borders play a critical role in the prevention of AIS 
spreading in Montana. This map shows the watercraft inspections and mussel-fouled vessels at each station. 

 

 

 

Browning Watercraft Inspection Station 



 

 

• The AIS lab analyzed 2,706 samples from Montana waterbodies, a record number for the state. The lab also 
processed 887 samples from states in the Missouri River Basin in 2020. 

o No evidence of mussels was found in Montana samples. 
o New mussel populations were identified in Kansas and North Dakota waterbodies. 

• The AIS lab implemented a risk categorization system to improve turnaround time on high-priority samples, 
ensuring samples from the highest risk locations are analyzed rapidly. The turnaround time for high-risk 
samples was less than two weeks. 

• No evidence of invasive mussels was found in Tiber Reservoir in 2020. Sampling in Tiber included: 
o Collection and analysis of 111 veliger early detection samples 
o Collection of 75 eDNA samples (supported by Bureau of Reclamation and Flathead Lake Biological 

Station) 
o Collection of benthic sled bottom samples 
o Snorkeling surveys 
o SCUBA surveys (USFWS) 
o Artificial substrates 
o Shoreline surveys 
o Mussel detection dogs 

• An AIS Dive Team was created allowing FWP to conduct AIS survey, targeted control work, and rapid 
response for reported AIS. 

 

 
 

 

Early Detection Monitoring  

 



• New detections of AIS in 2020 included:   
 

New Zealand Mudsnails 
o Bluewater Fish Hatchery near Bridger (population eradicated) 
o Marias River below Tiber Dam 
o Missouri River near Loma 
o Spring Meadow Lake in Helena 
 
Faucet Snail 
o Lost Coon Lake (Lost Loon Lake) near Whitefish 
o Smith Lake near Whitefish 
Curlyleaf pondweed 
o Lower Glaston Reservoir north of Big Timber 
o Deadman’s Basin near Harlowton 
 
Spiny waternymph (non-native aquatic plant) 
o Frenchtown Pond near Frenchtown 
o Private pond near Frenchtown Pond 

 
• Planning is underway to eradicate Asian clams from Lake Elmo in Billing by drawing down the lake in the fall  

of 2021. 
• Monitoring data is available on the  Sampling Dashboard 

 

 

https://mtfwp.maps.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/4c3ce4d6273e4afd845c165aa111884f


 

Read the 2020 Education & Outreach report here: AIS E/O Report 

 

Big Sky Watershed Corps Member - Jennifer 
Riddle 
FWP is thrilled to have Jennifer Riddle join the FWP-AIS team 
where she will be working on AIS education and outreach 
during her term. Jennifer will focus on the AIS Industry 
Outreach project where she will meet with water-based 
recreation businesses such as marinas, boat shops, 
commercial outdoor retailers, angling shops, and guiding 
services. During the visits, she’ll provide information to staff 
about invasive species, AIS regulations, and watercraft 
inspections. Sites will receive materials they can share with 
their customers. She’ll also be assisting with the Don’t Let It 
Loose project, AIS monitoring, and watercraft inspections.    

Welcome Jennifer. 

 

 

Meet the AIS Staff 
Andrew Rivers has joined the FWP AIS Bureau in Helena. 
Andrew took over for Kathi Montgomery in September as 
the new AIS Supervisor for the Central region, an area that 
covers Helena to West Yellowstone (approximately FWP 
Region 3 area). Andrew is originally from Virginia but fell in 
love with Montana 13 years ago when he was hiking the 
Continental Divide Trail from Mexico to Canada.    

Andrew looks forward to the summer season and working 
with boaters to educate them how to clean, drain, and dry 
their watercraft. Andrew says, “I want to make a difference 
in protecting Montana’s water and giving back to our natural 
resources.” 

You might see Andrew on the trails near Helena, but you 
won’t see him for long. Andrew runs ultra-marathons, up to 
100 miles long. He trains by running 40-50 miles per week 
with his dog in all kinds of weather.  If he’s not working or 
running trails, he’s chasing after his 2-year-old twin boys 
Ansel and Everett.  

Welcome Andrew. 

Outreach & Education 
   

 

Jennifer Riddle and her dog Frank 

Andrew Rivers 

https://myfwp.mt.gov/getRepositoryFile?objectID=100223


Events / Webinars / Trainings 
• Montana Invasive Species Council meeting (virtual):  March 4  MISC 
• Central Eastern Montana Invasive Species Team meeting (virtual): March 5  
• Upper Columbia Monitoring Workshop (virtual): March 16  UC3 
• Western Regional Panel on AIS meeting (virtual): April 7  WRP 
• National Invasive Species Awareness Week:  May 15-22  NISAW 
• Western State AIS Watercraft Inspection & Decontamination Training (WIT II): Multiple Dates Register Here  
• Flowering Rush webinar, U.S. Army Corps (Archived): Flowering Rush Identification and Management 
• Eurasian watermilfoil webinar, U.S. Army Corps (Archived): EWM Hybrids and Management  

Publications: 

• Review of Dam Effects on Native and Invasive Crayfishes Illustrates Complex Choices for Conservation 
Planning: Dams and invasive crayfish  

• Boat ramps facilitate the dispersal of the highly invasive zebra mussel: Boat transport of mussels  
 

 

 

Montana 

• Montana Lake Drained Due to Invasive Clams 
• US Army Corps provides AIS funding  
• Prized by 18th Century Traders, Fragrant Waterlily Now Choking Clearwater Drainage 
• AIS Summit Addresses COVID-19 Effects on Increased Watercraft Traffic and Inspection Station 

Protocols 

Regional / National 

• Colorado now mussel free and ANS Strategic Plan approved 
• Boat from Texas intercepted in Oregon transporting mussels  
• Army Corps plans mussel eradication in SD  
•  Zebra mussels eradicated from Lake Waco, TX  
• Green poop problem in the Great Lakes  
• Acoustic deterrent tested for Asian carp  
• US Department of Interior releases Invasive Species Strategic Plan 
• Other US Department of Interior Invasive Species Coordination  
• Lake Tahoe looks to herbicides for aquatic weed control  
• Mussel impacts on the Great Lakes  
• Mussels change phosphorus cycling in the Great Lakes  
•  Research Successfully Removes Invasive Quagga Mussels from Lake Michigan 

International 

• Columbia-Shuswap (BC) Invasive Mussel-Free for Another Year 
• Albertans told to stop dumping unwanted goldfish in storm ponds  
• Invasive pigeon eating catfish in Europe  
• Invasive hippos in Columbia  

In the News 

https://invasivespecies.mt.gov/misc/meetings-schedule
https://invasivespecies.mt.gov/uc3/meetings-schedule
https://westernregionalpanel.org/wrp-mid-year-meeting/
https://www.nisaw.org/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.westernais.org/level-2-inspection-and-decon
https://corpslakes.erdc.dren.mil/employees/invasive/exchange.cfm?Option=Webinar&Type=Past&CoP=invasive&Id=582&ICS=No
https://corpslakes.erdc.dren.mil/employees/invasive/exchange.cfm?Option=Webinar&Type=Past&CoP=invasive&Id=588&ICS=No
https://www.fs.usda.gov/treesearch/pubs/61848
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10530-020-02453-9
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTcsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAxMTkuMzM1NTg3NDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5zY2llbmNldGltZXMuY29tL2FydGljbGVzLzI4OTIzLzIwMjEwMTA1L2ludmFzaXZlLWNsYW1zLWludmFkZWQtbW9udGFuYS1sYWtlLWxlYWRpbmctb2ZmaWNpYWxzLWRyYWluLmh0bSJ9.IOJWroWS7dVkJbhIIIemcG7rjHogWKwyCq2jCOQXwtE/s/976101312/br/93304978253-l
https://billingsgazette.com/outdoors/u-s-army-corps-explores-helping-states-with-aquatic-invasive-species-costs/article_113159c2-29eb-5975-8618-0de8ec35fe4a.html
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMjAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAxMTkuMzM1NTg3NDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL21pc3NvdWxhY3VycmVudC5jb20vb3V0ZG9vcnMvMjAyMC8xMi9mcmFncmFudC13YXRlci1saWx5LyJ9.qlighYpJfieqjNa0tJfG8UGtWjXOmdgzIVbvrIOomy8/s/976101312/br/93304978253-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMjEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAxMTkuMzM1NTg3NDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vd3d3LmNoYXJrb29zdGEuY29tL25ld3MvYWlzLXN1bW1pdC1hZGRyZXNzZXMtY292aWQtMTktZWZmZWN0cy1vbi1pbmNyZWFzZWQtd2F0ZXJjcmFmdC10cmFmZmljLWFuZC1pbnNwZWN0aW9uLXN0YXRpb24tcHJvdG9jb2xzL2FydGljbGVfZjhiNTk2Y2MtMmYzNi0xMWViLTg3NWYtNWIzYWFiN2Q3MWE5Lmh0bWwifQ.AHRnK6c-W8AR4f-qN7RlMHewqubrQ0yTwDar8ldk8QE/s/976101312/br/93304978253-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMjEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAxMTkuMzM1NTg3NDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vd3d3LmNoYXJrb29zdGEuY29tL25ld3MvYWlzLXN1bW1pdC1hZGRyZXNzZXMtY292aWQtMTktZWZmZWN0cy1vbi1pbmNyZWFzZWQtd2F0ZXJjcmFmdC10cmFmZmljLWFuZC1pbnNwZWN0aW9uLXN0YXRpb24tcHJvdG9jb2xzL2FydGljbGVfZjhiNTk2Y2MtMmYzNi0xMWViLTg3NWYtNWIzYWFiN2Q3MWE5Lmh0bWwifQ.AHRnK6c-W8AR4f-qN7RlMHewqubrQ0yTwDar8ldk8QE/s/976101312/br/93304978253-l
https://cpw.state.co.us/aboutus/Pages/News-Release-Details.aspx?NewsID=7700
https://www.capitalpress.com/sponsored/invasive-zebra-mussels-intercepted-in-ashland-on-super-bowl-sunday/article_f41ff836-6bd7-11eb-a0f9-9fef5771d3ad.html
https://www.dvidshub.net/news/386786/us-army-corps-engineers-moves-eradicate-invasive-species
https://www.kcentv.com/article/news/local/zebra-mussels-eradicated-lake-waco/500-2daa20a5-7b26-4945-8d6c-9f556c54f3e6
https://grist.org/climate/mussels-behind-great-lakes-phosphorus-problem/
https://www.waterwaysjournal.net/2021/01/18/study-of-acoustic-asian-carp-deterrent-begins-at-upper-mississippi-river-lock-19/
https://www.doi.gov/sites/doi.gov/files/doi-invasive-species-strategic-plan-2021-2025-508.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.doi.gov/ppa/office-of-policy-analysis-invasive-species-coordination
https://mynews4.com/weather/as-tahoes-invasive-specie-problem-worsens-experts-turn-to-herbicides
https://www.greatlakesnow.org/2021/02/invasive-mussels-legacy-beyond-great-lakes/
https://www.nsf.gov/discoveries/disc_summ.jsp?cntn_id=302086
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMjYsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAxMTkuMzM1NTg3NDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5yZWNvcmQtZWFnbGUuY29tL25ld3MvbG9jYWxfbmV3cy9yZXNlYXJjaC1zdWNjZXNzZnVsbHktcmVtb3Zlcy1pbnZhc2l2ZS1xdWFnZ2EtbXVzc2Vscy1mcm9tLWxha2UtbWljaGlnYW4vYXJ0aWNsZV9mMDdhMWUyYy0zYTczLTExZWItOWJmYy0xYjIyMmIzMzAwMTMuaHRtbD91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkifQ.JWTHEm1c_Zi7tKbEhfphMNmMW-MQbNtSBuK9GjxVj7c/s/976101312/br/93304978253-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMjQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAxMTkuMzM1NTg3NDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5jYXN0YW5ldC5uZXQvZWRpdGlvbi9uZXdzLXN0b3J5LTMxODU0OC02MS0uaHRtIn0.hsLHaYXWBteTq0Dob0pgmOd0aiDq-zkr3vYXdygI8kc/s/976101312/br/93304978253-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMjUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAxMTkuMzM1NTg3NDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2NhbGdhcnkuY3R2bmV3cy5jYS9tb3JlLXRoYW4tNDAtMDAwLWludmFzaXZlLWdvbGRmaXNoLWZvdW5kLWluLW9uZS1hbGJlcnRhLXBvbmQtb2ZmaWNpYWxzLXNheS0xLjUxNzkxODUifQ.LU-yMrIxZZvkSmfjKnppPqOrwMR5J0VVmCkzPMzPcY8/s/976101312/br/93304978253-l
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/animals/2021/01/enormous-pigeon-eating-catfish-wreaking-havoc-in-europe/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/climate-environment/2021/01/11/invasive-hippos-escobar-colombia-castrate/


 

Find the latest information from the 2021 Legislature at https://leg.mt.gov/.  

HB 40 Revising laws on mandatory decontamination o vessels 
with ballast and bladders.  Allows more flexibility in 
establishing criteria for vessel decontamination. 

Curdy 

HB 42 – Tabled Clarify AIS management authority laws Duram 

HB 152  Requiring drain plugs to be disengaged to prevent the 
spread of AIS withing AIS management areas. 

Durum 

LC0024 Create penalties for transportation of AIS Cuffe 

LC1534 Revie laws related to AIS hydroelectric fee Esp 

LC1817 Joint Resolution urging MT to join interstate compact 
on AIS 

Curdy 

LC2468 
LC2469 
LC2471 

Generally revise AIS funding Manzella 

LC2661 Revise AIS funding Keane 

 

 

2021 Legislature 

https://leg.mt.gov/

