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spends alive in a trap, the more severe her/his injuries can become, and the lower the
likelihood that “nontarget” animals will be able to be released alive. Requiring a 24-hour
trap check for all trapped animals would help FWP gauge population trends of species as
well as reduce unnecessary suffering.

Montana has Adjusted Regulations for Best Management Practices in the Past.

Montana requires trapper education (MCA 87-2-127) and has incorporated Best
Management Practices into many aspects of trapping. The state has also adopted
equipment restrictions and has implemented additional protections for species such as
Canada lynx and grizzly bears including limiting the trapping season and a 24-hour trap
check requirements for trapping of wolves, and for bobcats within LPZs. Other
restrictions include prohibition on the use of snares within LPZs; the requirement to
report non-target capture of any animal that cannot be lawfully trapped or snared; capture
of domestic dogs; and other provisions including requiring breakaway devices for snares,
and limits on size and types of traps. The FWP Commission can also mandate a uniform
24-hour trap check, which would establish equal value for wolves, grizzlies, eagles, owls,
wolverines and other critical and ESA-protected species. A mandatory 24-hour trap check
would likely reduce “wanton waste.”

Trapping and Snaring Offenses (MCA-87-6-601) are Enforceable.

These include waste of furbearers by failure to attend traps (MCA 87-6-603). The addition of
a 24-hour trap check assists responsible wildlife management.

ADOPTION:

Pursuant to its rulemaking authority under § 87-1-301, Montana Code Annotated, the
Montana Fish and Wildlife Commission has the authority to initiate formal rulemaking
establishing a mandatory physical trap-check interval of 24-hours.

The rule as proposed to be adopted would provide as follows:

All persons setting traps and snares shall physically check every trap and snare set on public
lands in Montana at least once every 24 hours, regardless of the species pursued.

The department shall make rules to implement this section.

A person who violates this section shall be subject to a written warning or a fine of not less
than $50. A second offense shall be subject to a fine not less than $100. In addition, at the
discretion of the game warden, the person may be subject to forfeiture of any trapping (and any
hunting and fishing license) licenses issued by this state for 12 months from the date of the
violation.












