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fish and wildlife commission amendment 
 

 
FWP proposal to be amended:   2026-2027 Deer and Elk Hunting Regulations, Season Structures, and Hunting District 
Boundaries 
 
 
Commissioner:   Ian Wargo, Region 1 
 
 
Date Received by Commission:    October 22, 2025 
 
Proposed Amendment:     I move the Fish and Wildlife Commission adopt the following amendment to the proposed 2026-
2027 Deer and Elk Hunting Regulations, Season Structures, and Hunting District Boundaries: 
 
Amend the Elk Regulations as Follows: 
 

• The Department shall modify elk opportunity to generally limit the harvest of elk on public land to 1 per person 
per year.  

o Antlerless elk opportunity may either be provided by General Elk License or by the creation of a limited 
number of Antlerless Elk Permits for specific HD’s where general opportunity would be excessive.   

 
• Take all Elk B Licenses and modify valid land use under “Opportunity Specific Details and/or Restrictions” to read: 

“Only valid on private land” or “Valid outside National Forest Boundary and Not Valid on FWP WMAs or BLM 
Lands” or variations based on HD specific land composition to not include large tracts of public land.   

o Exception: On any Either-Sex Elk or Brow-Tined Bull Elk Permit, when deemed appropriate, area biologists 
may add the following to the “Opportunity Specific Details and/or restriction” - Successful elk permit 
applicants may be offered the opportunity to purchase one antlerless Elk B License valid only where permit 
is valid during the same time periods and with the same restrictions.  

 
• Expand the elimination of antlerless archery opportunity in HD’s 130 & 140 proposed by the Department to all 

Region 1. 
 

• Requested by FWP:   [  ] YES [ X ] NO 
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Rationale and Background:   This amendment is aimed at tackling 2 major issues facing elk management in Montana. 
 

1. To limit public land hunting pressure, which has been expressed as a major concern of sportsmen through this 
season setting process. 
 

2. Continue to allow liberal antlerless harvest regulations on private lands.  
  

In 2024 there were 3,947 nonresidents and 27,849 residents who purchased B-Licenses. With the current licensing system 
it is difficult to determine how many of those B-Tags were used on public land, but removing these from being able to be 
used on public land could significantly reduce the amount of public land hunting pressure.  

 

 
Department Response: 
If adopted, the department would be challenged to implement this amendment because it leaves a great deal of 
discretion to interpretation.  Precisely identifying specific areas for specific prescription is not delineated with the 
suggested wording.  For instance, state-owned land may fall either within or beyond differing versions of the suggested 
wording.  The intent is to restrict hunting of antlerless animals primarily to private land, although the amendment allows 
for an exception when deemed appropriate by department biologists.  The department's original proposal already 
identifies the situations under which the harvest of antlerless with a B license is deemed appropriate.  Removing archery 
antlerless hunting in Region 1 would have virtually no effect on harvest.  To adequately address this proposal, more 
specificity needs to be added. 

 

  


