
Montana Code Annotated 2021 
TITLE 87. FISH AND WILDLIFE 
CHAPTER 1. ORGANIZATION AND OPERATION 

Part 2. Department of Fish, Wildlife, and Parks 

Policy For Management Of Large Predators -- 
Legislative Intent 

87-1-217. Policy for management of large predators -- legislative intent. (1) In managing 
large predators, the primary goals of the department, in the order of listed priority, are to: 

(a) protect humans, livestock, and pets; 

(b) preserve and enhance the safety of the public during outdoor recreational and livelihood 
activities; and 

(c) preserve citizens' opportunities to hunt large game species. 

(2) With regard to large predators, it is the intent of the legislature that the specific provisions of 
this section concerning the management of large predators will control the general supervisory 
authority of the department regarding the management of all wildlife. 

(3) For the management of wolves in accordance with the priorities established in subsection (1), 
the department may use lethal action to take problem wolves that attack livestock if the state objective 
for breeding pairs has been met. For the purposes of this subsection, "problem wolves" means any 
individual wolf or pack of wolves with a history of livestock predation. 

(4) The department shall work with the livestock loss board and the United States department of 
agriculture wildlife services to establish the conditions under which carcasses or parts of carcasses 
from wolves or mountain lions are retrieved during management activities and when those carcasses 
or parts of carcasses are made available to the livestock loss board for sale or auction pursuant to 2-
15-3113. 

(5) The department shall ensure that county commissioners and tribal governments in areas that 
have identifiable populations of large predators have the opportunity for consultation and coordination 
with state and federal agencies prior to state and federal policy decisions involving large predators 
and large game species. 

(6) As used in this section: 

(a) "consultation" means to actively provide information to a county or tribal government regarding 
proposed policy decisions on matters that may have a harmful effect on agricultural production or 
livestock operations or that may pose a risk to human health or safety in that county or on those tribal 
lands and to seek information and advice from counties or tribal governments on these matters; 

(b) "large game species" means deer, elk, mountain sheep, moose, antelope, and mountain 
goats; and 

(c) "large predators" means bears, mountain lions, and wolves. 

History: En. Sec. 1, Ch. 212, L. 2003; amd. Sec. 1, Ch. 275, L. 2009; amd. Sec. 2, Ch. 71, L. 
2011; amd. Sec. 1, Ch. 414, L. 2011; amd. Sec. 1, Ch. 163, L. 2013; amd. Sec. 6, Ch. 76, L. 2017. 


