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FUTURE FISHERIES IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM GRANT APPLICATION

Please fill in the highlighted areas

all sections (lA, IB, IC, etc.) must be addressed or the application will be considered invalid

I APPLICANT INFORMATION

A. Applicant Name: Big Hole Watershed Committee

B. Mailing Address: P.O. Box 21

C. City: Divide State: MT Zip: 59727
Telephone: 406-960-4855 E-mail: info@bhwc.org

D. Contact Person: Pedro Marques, Restoration Programs Manager
Address if different from Applicant:
City: State: Zip:
Telephone: 406-552-2369 E-mail: pmarques@bhwc.org

Landowner and/or Lessee Name
(if other than Applicant):

Mailing Address: 1820 Meadowlark Lane

City:  Butte State: MT

Telephone: 406-494-1953 E-mail:

. PROJECT INFORMATION*

A. Project Name: French Creek Sediment Load Reduction

River, stream, or lake: French Creek

12W
-113.07099

Location: Township: 2N

Latitude: 45.94653

Range:
Longitude:

County: Deer Lodge

B. Purpose of Project:

To provide a long-term sediment reduction solution for French Creek.

Revised September 6, 2017

Zip:

Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks — Mount Haggin WMA
Attn: Vanna Boccadori, WMA Manager

59701

vboccadori@fwp.gov

Section: 1

within project (decimal degrees)
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C. Brief Project Description:

Revised September 6, 2017
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Goals & Objectives:

. Reduce fine sediment loads in French Creek and Big Hole River.

. Restore French Creek where impacted by past mining & logging operations.

. Improve native fish and aquatics habitat.

. Reconnect floodplain & wetlands to surface water in lower French Creek.

. Restore public lands.

. Increase overbank deposition and groundwater recharge for late season base-flow.

The French Creek drainage, located on the Mount Haggin Wildlife Management Area (WMA), was
heavily placer mined for gold and logged for nearly a century, beginning in the 1860s. Its soils and
waters were also contaminated by fallout emissions from nearby smelters. The French Creek
drainage has been a priority area for watershed restoration to the Big Hole Watershed Committee
(BHWC) as well as several State & Federal agencies and NGOs for the last five years due to the
extensive damages caused to steep slope vegetation, stream form and function, and riparian
health. Several projects have already been completed or are currently in progress in this area, and
the entire French Creek drainage is slated for native fish restoration by Montana Fish, Wildlife and
Parks. The proposed French Creek Sediment Reduction project will contribute substantial habitat
improvements to the overall goals of native fish restoration in this watershed.

The proposed project will address mining-related damages to French Creek, which has been
pinned against a high eroding bank by an unnatural dike feature, causing annual deposition of an
estimated 800+ tons of sediment per year, affecting downstream fish and mussel habitat (see
images in attachments where linear sagebrush vegetation marks dike location). Our restoration
approach for this project is to replicate reference conditions in this reach by constructing an
unconfined stream channel east of the channel’s current location, connecting the unconfined
reaches above and below the project area. Approximately 4000’ of lineal feet of new stream
channel will be constructed in the floodplain away from the hillslope. The new stream channel will
be located in an area of healthy riparian vegetation. Native sods and existing willows and willow
transplants will be used to construct the banks of the new stream channel. Bioengineered
meander bends will also be used where native vegetation may be lacking to both temporarily
ensure stability until vegetation is re-established and to create complex cover habitats. The
existing floodplain and wetland vegetation in the restoration area will be incorporated into the
design to provide cost effective and robust vegetation restoration. By placing new channel in
degraded upland areas, and work on abandoned channel will establish new wetlands that will
provide ecosystem benefits locally and also serve to mitigate for lost wetlands from the French
Creek fish barrier project.

The project currently has secured funding from Montana DEQ that cover all coordination,
monitoring, education/outreach, design, permitting, bidding and oversight costs, as well as some
construction costs and mobilization ($240,000). Assessment and design has been completed and
initial design drawings and cost estimates are provided. BHWC and FWP are prepared to adjust
project design details and construction costs with engineer to match available funding.

Our target funding for the project is shown in the Match side of the budget sheet, while the
engineers initial estimate is shown on the left side of the sheet. Project savings could be found by
decreasing the among of bioengineering on banks and relying more on willows and sods. Funding
from the Future Fisheries program would be used for the construction of the new channel. More
details provided in the budget attachment. Other sources of funding- George Grant Trout
Unlimited ($5,000), Montana Trout Unlimited ($5,000) have been secured and additional funding
from The Nature Conservancy ($47,000) has been verbally but not officially committed. Additional
savings will be found by contracting this project with our Oregon Creek project upstream, saving
on mobilization and bonding costs.

Once Arctic grayling and Westslope Cutthroat trout are restored, French Creek will represent the

second largest interconnected stream system (over 40 miles of stream) in the upper Missouri

River drainage with a native fish community. This project may also contribute to the restoration of
Revised September 6, 2017
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Western Pearlshell mussels to French Creek once water quality and aquatic and riparian habitat
have improved.

D. Length of stream or size of lake that will be treated: 4000 ft
E. Project Budget:
Grant Request (Dollars): $  66,495.00
Contribution by Applicant (Dollars): $ In-kind $ 4000
(salaries of government employees are not considered as matching contributions)
Contribution from other Sources (Dollars): $ 354,245 In-kind  $
(attach verification - See page 2 budget template)
Total Project Cost: $ 420,240.00
F. Attach itemized (line item) budget — see template
Attach specific project plans, detailed sketches, plan views, photographs, maps, evidence
of landowner consent, evidence of public support and fish biologist support, and/or other
G. information necessary to evaluate the merits of the project. If project involves water leasing
or water salvage complete a supplemental questionnaire
(fwp.mt.gov/habitat/futurefisheries/supplement2.doc).
H Attach land management & maintenance plans that will ensure protection of the reclaimed

area.

. PROJECT BENEFITS*

A.

What species of fish will benefit from this project?:

Westslope cutthroat trout and Arctic grayling

How will the project protect or enhance wild fish habitat?:

The project will enhance fish habitat on 4,000 feet of channel by significantly reducing a major
sediment source to the channel. Spawning substrate within and far downstream of the project
reach will benefit from the relocation of the channel away from the high terrace. Channel design
and bioengineered streambanks will create more diverse habitat in the channel with the use of root
wads and mature transplants and construction of pools and riffles.

Will the project improve fish populations and/or fishing? To what extent?:

Revised September 6, 2017
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The project will improve water quality and fish habitat by reducing stream sedimentation. Project
will improve quality and quantity of spawning habitat and habitat diversity conditions beyond the
2700 feet of channel of active construction. These improvements should increase fish
populations. Reduced water temperature from active floodplain function and increased late
season flows will benefit fish in both the French Creek drainage and the Big Hole River.

This project is part of a suite of projects on public land in the Mt. Haggin Wildlife Management
Area. With the implementation of the fish barrier downstream and introduction of native fish
species to 40 miles of headwater tributaries upstream, the fishery in this region could become one-
of-a-kind. The fishing locally and in the Big Hole River downstream would benefit from a
stronghold of pure native cutthroat and grayling in the French Creek watershed. There are also
potential benefits for pearlshell mussel.

D. Will the project increase public fishing opportunity for wild fish and, if so, how?:

Yes, the project is located entirely on public land. The public will have the opportunity to fish for
native species (Arctic grayling and Westslope cutthroat trout) in a system without nonnative fish
upon completion of the barrier project. The improved habitat conditions and decreased
sedimentation of French Creek will improve availability of spawning substrate and suitable habitat
diversity for the native species.

The project agreement includes a 20-year maintenance commitment. Please discuss your ability
to meet this commitment.

Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks manages this land and has dedicated personnel to the WMA for
the foreseeable future. The Big Hole Watershed Committee is committed to supporting MFWP as
necessary and provided funding.

E What was the cause of habitat degradation in the area of this project and how will the project
" correct the cause?:

This area was the location of the first gold strike in the Big Hole watershed in the 1860s, resulting
in extensive placer mining as well as logging to feed the nearby Washoe smelter. Linear gravel
features, clearly the result of this mining history, run through French Creek’s floodplain, confining
the channel against a high eroding bank (terrace). These gravel piles act as a dike, limiting proper
stream function and forcing the channel into an erosive bank. Preliminary estimates (BEHI
method) show over 800 tons/year of sediment contributed to French Creek.

This project will eliminate this large sediment source by constructing 4000 feet of new channel with
only natural amounts of annual streambank erosion and improve water quality by reducing
sediment loading. Natural channel function and riparian vegetation will be restored along 4000
feet of channel, with benefits for native fish and other species of concern. Abandoned channel will
be restored to a depressional feature.

G. What public benefits will be realized from this project?:

Revised September 6, 2017
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The intact system will provide benefits to fish & wildlife, recreation, and the floodplain, as well as to
the water supply of Butte, which sources 40% of its water from the Big Hole River (French
Creek<Deep Creek<Big Hole River).

Fish & Wildlife: Westslope cutthroat trout and Arctic grayling are slated to be restored to the
French Creek drainage. Both Species are species of Concern in Montana and have been
petitioned for listing under the Endangered Species Act. Large scale restoration projects such as
the French Creek watershed project will aid in conserving these species and lessen the chances
that they will warrant listing as a Threatened or Endangered Species. Preventing the listing of
these species will benefit all Montanans, particularly private landowners in the Big Hole.

Woody debris rootwads, channel bed shaping and mature transplants and sod mats will
immediately improve fish and wildlife habitat in the project reach. After several seasons of
overbank stream events in the new channel, floodplain and riparian habitat will be substantially
improved. Wildlife habitat will also improve as a result of the restoration of the riparian area, with
benefits multiple game species such as moose, elk, deer, and bear as well as non-game species
such as Sandhill crane, beaver.

Recreation: Opportunities for Montanans to observe, and in some cases harvest, wildlife species
will be increased through the restoration of French Creek. Upon completion, this project will
provide anglers the unique opportunity to fish for native species in a healthy, functioning stream
system that excludes nonnative fish species.

Floodplain: This project will benefit French Creek’s floodplain by creating 2700’ of new channel
with a hydrologically active floodplain. Almost 20 acres of floodplain is not currently mapped as
riparian. These acres will become active parts of the floodplain post construction and likely
convert to wetland.

H. Will the project interfere with water or property rights of adjacent landowners? (explain):

No, the project is located entirely on public property (FWP Mount Haggin Wildlife Management
Area).

I.  Will the project result in the development of commercial recreational use on the site?: (explain):

No.

J. Is this project associated with the reclamation of past mining activity?:

The dike and earthwork that created the impairment was likely related to mining activity in the
watershed beginning in 1863. While the actual impairment is sediment from the high terrace, the
location of the channel and restriction of the floodplain is related to mining activity.

Revised September 6, 2017
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Big Hole Watershed Committee
Post Office Box 21

Divide, MT 59727

(406) 960-4855

info@bhwec.org

bhwec.org

November 28, 2018

Michelle McGree

Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks
Fisheries Division

PO Box 200701

Helena, MT 59620-0701

Dear Montana FWP,

Please accept the Big Hole Watershed Committee’s submission of a Future
Fisheries grant proposal. Our request supports the reduction of sediment inputs
into French Creek on the Mount Haggin Wildlife Management Area in the Big Hole
River watershed.

An electronic version of these files were emailed to mmcgree@mt.gov via the State
File Transfer Service.

Our Application includes:
Future Fisheries Final Proposal Form PDF, signed
Attachments:
0 Letters of Support
o Big Hole River Watershed — Project Location
o0 French Creek Project Files
§ Project Budget
§ Preliminary Design Sheets
§ MFWP EA Decision Notice
§ Cultural Inventory- Dike report

Thank you and MFWP staff for assisting us with this application and all our efforts
in the Big Hole.

Sincerely,

Jennifer Downing
Executive Director
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2018 Big Hole Watershed Committee FF Application — French Creek

Project Location — Big Hole River Watershed

Mount Haggin Wildlife
Management Area

= French Creek
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WORK ITEMS (ITEMIZE BY CATEGORY)
Personnel***

Survey
Design
Permitting + Delineation
Project Bidding
Oversight
BHWC Admin
BHWC Monitoring
BHWC Outreach, Education

Travel
Mileage
Per diem

Construction Materials****
Taxes, Bonds, and Insurance
General Requirements

Equipment and Labor
Water & Erosion Control
Clearing and Grubbing
Earthwork - Floodplain Shaping
Stream Channel Restoration
Slash Wood Streambanks
Point Bar Streambanks
Native Streambanks
Woody Debris Structure - Restored Channel
Abandoned Channel Plug
Abandoned Channel Wetland Creation
Collect Willow Poles and Brush
Install Willow Poles
Topsoil/ Organics/Sod Mat Salvaging Separation & Stockpiling
Seed Wetland and Streambank Zones
Sod Salvage
Mature Willow Transplants
Optional - Streambed Material Sorting/Transport
from French Guich
SUBTOTAL
Contingency (10%)

Mobilization
Mobilization/Demobilization

OTHER REQUIREMENTS:

3000

Both tables must be completed or the application will be returned

NUMBER OF
UNITS
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
2
24000
4030
2015
2015
4030
40
3
2000
1
2015
7
2
1
1

LS
LS
LS
LS
LS
LS
LS
LS

UNIT
DESCRIPTION*

LS
LS

LS
AC
CcYy

LF

LF

LF

LF
EA
EA

LF

LS

LF
AC
AC

LS

LS

CY

LS

COST/UNIT TOTAL COST

$5,000.00 $5,000.00
$29,200.00 $29,200.00
$12,000.00 $12,000.00
$6,000.00 $6,000.00
$35,000.00 $35,000.00
$24,000.00 $24,000.00
$5,000.00 $5,000.00
$5,000.00 $5,000.00
Sub-Total $121,200.00

$ -

$ -

Sub-Total $ -
$23,000.00 $23,000.00
$20,000.00 $20,000.00

$ -
Sub-Total $43,000.00
$12,000.00 $12,000.00
$25,000.00 $37,500.00
$4.00 $96,000.00
$15.00 $60,450.00
$20.00 $40,300.00
$10.00 $20,150.00
$8.00 $32,240.00
$150.00 $6,000.00
$1,500.00 $4,500.00
$15.00 $30,000.00
$15,000.00 $15,000.00
$3.00 $6,045.00
$3,000.00 $19,500.00
$1,500.00 $3,300.00
$10,000.00 $10,000.00
$10,000.00 $10,000.00
$20.00 $60,000.00
$462,985.00
$46,298.50
$509,283.50
$30,000.00 $30,000.00

$ -

$ -

$ -
Sub-Total $30,000.00
TOTALS $703,483.50

Pages 1 of 2

BUDGET TEMPLATE GREPT CEREK RAFIMERKIEIMELIN M aPpLICATIONS

FUTURE FISHERIES
REQUEST

60,450.00

$60,450.00
$6,045.00
$66,495.00

$0.00

$66,495.00

004-2019

CONTRIBUTIONS

IN-KIND
SERVICES** IN-KIND CASH

5,000.00

29,200.00

3,000.00 12,000.00
6,000.00

35,000.00

18,000.00

1,000.00 3,500.00
5,000.00

4,000.00 $ 113,700.00

23,000.00
20,000.00

- $ 43,000.00

17,500.00
55,000.00
$15,000.00
$10,150.00
$12,000.00

$6,000.00
$4,500.00
$10,000.00
$15,000.00
$2,500.00
$12,000.00
$3,300.00
$0.00
$3,000.00

$0.00
$0.00 $165,950.00
$0.00 $16,595.00
$0.00 $182,545.00

$15,000.00

$0.00 $15,000.00

$4,000.00 $354,245.00

R e A I U R

¥ BH B

® O BB

R - - A A e R T R R O O 2

TOTAL

5,000.00
29,200.00
15,000.00

6,000.00
35,000.00
18,000.00

5,000.00

5,000.00

113,200.00

23,000.00
20,000.00

43,000.00

17,500.00
55,000.00
60,450.00
15,000.00
10,150.00
12,000.00
6,000.00
4,500.00
10,000.00
15,000.00
2,500.00
12,000.00
3,300.00

3,000.00

$226,400.00
22,640.00
$249,040.00

$15,000.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$15,000.00

$420,240.00

(Revised 11/30/2018)
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All of the columns in the budget table and the matching contribution table MUST be completed appropriately or the application will be invalid. Please see the example budget sheet for additional clarification.

*Units = feet, hours, inches, etc. Do not use lump sum unless there is no other way to describe the costs.

**Can include in-kind materials. Justification for in-kind labor (e.g. hourly rates used for calculations). Describe here or in text.

Reminder: Government salaries cannot be used as in-kind match

***The Review Panel suggests that design and oversight costs associated with a proposed project not exceed 15% of the total project budget. If design and oversight costs are in excess of 15%, applications must include a minimum of two competitive
bids for the cost of undertaking the project.

***The Review Panel recommends a maximum fencing cost of $1.50 per foot. Additional costs may be the responsibility of the applicant and/or partners.

MATCHING CONTRIBUTIONS (do not include requested funds)

CONTRIBUTOR IN-KIND SERVICE IN-KIND CASH TOTAL Secured? (Y/N)
Montana DEQ $ - $ 240,000.00 | $ 240,000.00 ,Yes
Montana Trout Unlimited $ - $ 5,000.00 | $ 5,000.00 |Yes
George Grant Trout Unlimited $ - $ 5,000.00 | $ 5,000.00 |Yes
The Nature Conservancy $ - $ 45,245.00 | $ 45,245.00 [No
FFIP (2019) $ - $ 55,000.00 | $ 55,000.00 [No
In-Kind (Montana FWP- landowner agreement, permitting, coordination) $ 4,000.00 | $ - $ 4,000.00 |No

$ - $ - $ -

$ - $ - $ -

$ - $ - $ -

$ - $ - $ -

TOTALS| $ 4,000.00 || $ 350,245.00 || $ 354,245.00

Pages 2 of 2 (Revised 11/30/2018)
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1820 Meadowlark Lane. Butte. MT 59701

May 30, 2018

FFIP Review panel

Dear Pannel,

| am writing this letter in support of the Big Hole Watershed Committee’s application for
funding to restore reaches of French Creek that are suffering from significant streambank
erosion. Significant channel alteration occurred in this reach of stream in the early 1900’s (prior
to 1940) where the stream appears to have been channelized and directed toward a work area.
Historical records are unclear on the type of work that went on at this area. The stream has
abandoned this straightened channel is attempting to reestablish itself. This his causing
massive bank erosion and sedimentation (see photo below). Further the stream flows along
the base of large chalky bluffs and is constantly eroding the toe of these slopes causing material
fall into the stream. The stream channel downstream of this reach is choked with fine
sediments from this high erosion area.

The potential solution for reducing long-term erosion of the site is to relocate the stream
channel to a section of the floodplain with a flourishing riparian area. This area has abundant
willows and sedges and would be an excellent area to for channel establishment. The potential
benefits of the project will be significant reduction in sediment entering French Creek. Also,
there would likely be improvements in aquatic habitat because the large sediment loads are
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filling pools and clogging gravels. Reduced sediment would benefit spawning fish, aquatic
invertebrates and pearlshell mussels.

The French Creek drainage has been a priority area for watershed restoration in the Big Hole
River drainage. Work is currently underway in the headwaters (California Creek) to improve
water quality affected by atmospheric deposition from the Anaconda Smelter. French Gulch
which was heavily impacted by placer mining was also restored in 2016. French Creek is also
slated for native fish restoration including Arctic grayling and westslope cutthroat trout. Native
salmonids are not as tolerant to habitat alterations and fine sediment loading as non-native
brook trout. Once restored to a native fish population, French Creek will represent the second
largest interconnected stream system (over 40 miles of stream) in the upper Missouri River
drainage with a native fish community. The project will also result in advancing the goal of
restoring westslope cutthroat trout to 400 miles of stream in the Big Hole Drainage (Statewide
Fisheries Management Plan 2011). French Creek is also home to a native population of
pearlshell mussels. Pearlshell mussels have been documented downstream of the project area,
but their numbers are few. It is likely that the altered habitat conditions and fine sediment
inputs from upstream reaches limits mussel populations in the area. It may be possible to
restore pearlshell mussels to French Creek once water quality and aquatic and riparian habitat
is improved.

The collaboration between FWP, the Big Hole Watershed Committee and other partners to
improve the water quality and fisheries of French Creek and its tributaries represents a huge
step in the right direction in this area. While substantial healing has occurred over the past 100
years, there are still significant problems that are causing degradation of water quality. Many
of these problems can be fixed with proper restoration. Efforts such as those proposed in this
application will make great strides in reducing fine sediment loading to French Creek. | would
hope that FFIP funds this grant proposal because of the potential improvements to water
quality and stream and floodplain function of the area.

Sincerely,

Jim Olsen
Fisheries Biologist
Montana Fish Wildlife and Parks
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May 24, 2018

Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks
Fisheries Division

PO Box 200701

Helena, MT 59620-0701

Dear Ms, McGree,

Please accept this letter of support for the Big Hole Watershed Committee’s propaosai to restore an
altered section of French Creek. The Watershed Protection Section (WPS) at the Department of
Environmental Quality (DEQ) administers Clean Water Act Section 319 funding to address nonpoint
sources of pollution impairing the state’s water quality. WPS has an annual call for proposais and review
internally and by an inter-agency review panel. In 2017, WPS elected to fund this project on French
Creek for $240,000 based on anticipated funding from the Environmentaf Protection Agency. Additional
funding is necessary for the project to meet its proposed objectives and 319 match reguirements.

French Creek is currently water quality impaired by excess fine sediment impacting aquatic life
beneficial uses, including macroinvertebrates and native cold-water fish. Streambank erosion is a major
source of sediment in French Creek and the TMDL requires a 36% reduction in anthropogenic causes of
erosion to meet beneficial uses. This project will go a long way toward meeting target by addressing
historical channel alterations that confine French Creek against a large eroding bank contributing tons of
sediment annually. This project fits into a broad watershed approach to addressing sediment
impairments from the headwaters downstream — including recent projects in California Creek, Moose
Creek, and further upstream in French Creek. The Watershed Restoration Plan for the Middle-Lower Big
Hole identifies French Creek as a priority for stream restoration. WPS encourages funding this proposal
to improve water quality, promote natural stream functions, and restore a native fishery to this
watershed.

Sincerelv.

1 Supervisor
MDEQ, Watershed Protection Section
1520 E 6th Ave
Helena, MT 59601
Email
{406} 444-5317
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Phil Ralston

Ralston Ranch
54289 MT Hwy 43
Wise River, MT 59762
September 14, 2017
Maontana Department of Environmental Quality
PO Box 200501
Helena, MT 59620

Dear Montana DEQ,

| would like to communicate my support for the Big Hole Watershed committee’s project to restore French Creek
through the : ) application process.

Ralston Ranch is my family’s cattle ranch and it is the only operating ranch in the Deep Creek drainage. My family began
ranching here in 1886. The ranch property is located at the lower end of Deep Creek, and on the Big Hole River near
Deep Creek which includes two miles of Deep Creek frontage and 4 miles of Big Hole River frontage. Ralston Ranch
borders both Mt. Haggin Wiidlife Management Area, and US Forest Service. | have a grazing lease for cattle on the Mt.
Haggin Wildlife Management Area.

[ have been a board member and supporter of the Big Hole Watershed Committee since its inception in 1995, Ralston
Ranch is enrolled in the Candidate Conservation Agreement with Assurances (CCAA) program for restoration of arctic
grayling. | welcomed the first restoration project completed under the CCAA program in 1998.

The entire upper drainage affected by the Anaconda Smelter fallout have long been a problem and its repair is of
interest to me. The sediment wash from California Creek that enters the stream is very fine. In a heavy rain event white
sediment from California Creek uplands enters the stream and washes wn through Deep Creek and enters the Big
Hole River. This sediment stays suspended in the river for miles. When placer mining was active in the entire drainage,
similar white sediment washed downstream turning the water white. French Creek guich and First Chance gulch were
part of this placer mining, seasonally until the mid 1950’s.

The Big Hole Watershed Committee has tried to bring attention to the significant impairments on Mt. Haggin since 2000.
Working with Montana Fish, Witdlife and Parks and others to repair California Creek and the hitlsides, French Guich and
Moose Creek have already made noticeable improvements to the land and water. | have seen a significant improvement
in the water quality in lower Deep Creek in the last twenty years, and in the last couple of years there has been no
evidence of the white, chalky water flowing by the ranch.

I urge Montana DEQ to support the Big Hole Watershed Committee’s request to support the French Creek’s repair. Its
location at the headwaters of the eep Creek drainage makes this a critical piece to watershed health and quality.

Sincerely, o
>
.' zé,;é?_j /‘Lﬂ_ﬂg

Phil Ralston
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PLANNING DEPARTMENT
800 South Main
Anaconda, Montana 59711
Phone No. (406) 563-401D
Fax No. (406) 563-4076

September 18, 2017

Meontana Department of Environmental Quality
Non-Point Source 3159 Funding

PO Box 200301

Helena, Montana 59620

Dear Montana DEQ,

Anaconda-Deer Lodge County {ADLC) would like to pledge its support for stream restoration work on French Creek in the
Mount Haggin Wildlife Management Area. We support the partnership and efforts of Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks
and the Big Hole Watershed Committee to complete this work. We strongly encourage the non-point source 319
program to fund the proposed work.

The French Creek portion of work wili build upon successful restaration upstream in French Gulch, Moose Creek, and
California Creek all of which now have rebuilt natural streams, connected floodplains, increased natural water storage,
reduced sediment loads, and improved fish and wildlife habitat. The proposed French Creek work will continue to
support a transformation on the state owned land from historic damage of Anaconda Company Smelter operations to a
thriving ecosystem.

ADLC has had an opportunity to review the work recently completed in the French Gulch-Moose Creek drainages. We
are very impressed by the results and encouraged that restoration of these watersheds can be accomplished as rapidly
and cost-effectively as already demonstrated. 319 funding is a key factor in this success and we encourage continued
support of these restoration efforts by MDEQ through this grant program.

As you may be aware, USEPA Region 8 is proposing a waiver/relaxation of state water quality standards for a number of
high elevation watersheds in the County due to the “technical infeasibility” of implementing effective best management
practices in these mountainous areas. The success of work performed in the French Gulch and Moose Creek drainages
by the Big Hole Watershed Committee and its partners clearly demonstrates otherwise. Again, we strongly support
continued funding of these restoration activities.

[ PRPRVAPREAS ) | )

Chas Ariss, PE
Public Works-Planning Director-County Engineer
Anaconda-Deer Lodge County
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George Grant TU
PO Box 563
Butte, MT 59703

Cafd O e D ishaimde 1 aer

Montana Departiment of Environmental Qualiny
Non-Point Sowrce 319 Funding

PO Box 200901

Helena, Montana 396210)

Dear Moniana DEQ.

The George Grant Chapter of Trout Unlimvited (GGTUD would like to pledge our support for stream
restoration work on French Creek on the Mount Haggin Wildlite Management Area. We support the
partnership and eftorts of Montana Fish. Wildlife and Parks and the Big Hole Watershed Committee to
complete this work and we encourage the non-point source 319 program to lund the proposed work.

The French Creek portion of work will build upon successiul restoration upstream in French Guich.
Moose Creek. and California Creek all of which have rebuilt natural streams. connected floodplains,
increased natural water storage, reduced sediment loads. and improved fish and wildlife habitat. The
proposed French Creck work will continue to support a transformation on the state owned land from
historic damage to a thriving ccosysiem,

Projects like this and specifically this project fits perlectly with our mission statement to: Conserve.
Protect and Restore cold water fisheries and their watersheds in southwest Montana. In lact. GGTLU has
been supporting this work with funding and volunteer hours to remediate and restore the drainage. Not
only does it benefit the {isheries resource it alse provides jobs in our arca. There’s no reason to continue
to pollute the Big Iole River. It's not going to get better without help. Now is the time to fund and
complete the project. Cold. Clean, Fishable Water beneiits evervone in the Big Hole Vabe

rer

Res Morris

i’ast President
Creorge Grrant 1
PO Bov gey
Burre, M1 0773
presidentss gerorg
4204914 253
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September 14, 2017

Montana Depariment of Environmental Quality
Non-Point Source 319 Funding

PO Box 200901

Helena, Montana 59620

Dear Montana DEQ,

As a local fly fisherman living close to French Creek | support the restoration work being done on French
Creek in the Mount Haggin Wildlife Management Area. | bought property in 1982 and built our home in
1990 a mile from French Creek and | fish the creek as often as | can. Over the years | have seen a big
improvement in the fishery since restoration work has heen done in the French Creek drainage on the
Wiidlife Management Area.

F support the partnership and efforts of Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks and the Big Hole Watershed
Committee to continue their restoration work on this valuable fishery. | hope the non-point source 319
program will fund the proposed work. | have seen the clay banks eroding, disceloring the stream and
having an impact on the fishery.

Other work already completed in French Guich, the California uplands and California Creek have rebuilt
natural stream channels and greatly reduced sediment foads in the creek. All this previous work has
improved fish and wildlife habitat. | have noticed the fish are in betler condition and larger than they
have heen prior to the restoration work that has been completed.

I would hope funding will be provided to continue restoration work on this fishery. | have seen an
increase in the number of grayling being caught since sediment loads have been greatly reduce after
compietion of past restoration work. 've also noticed the health and condition of westsiope cutthroat,
brooktrout and rainbow trout has also improved.

Approval of funding under the non-point source 319 program will help in continuing the restoration
work in French Creek.

Thank you.
Sincerely,

Paul Olson
524 Wolf Ridge Road
Wise River, MT 59762
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Sunrise Fly Shop
472 Main 5t
Melrose, MT 59743
sunriseflyshop.com

Montana Department of Environmental Quality
Non-Point Source 319 Funding

PC Box 200901

Helena, Montana 59620

Dear Montana DEQ,

| would like to pledge my support for stream restoration work on French Creek on the Mount Haggin
Wildlife Management Area. | support the partnership and efforts of Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks
and the Big Hole Watershed Committee to complete this work. | encourage the non-point source 319
program to fund the proposed work.

The French Creek portion of work will build upon successful restoration upstream in French Guich,
Moose Creek, and California Creek all of which have rebuilt natural streams, connected floodplains,
increased natural water storage, reduced sediment loads, and improved fish and wildlife habitat. The
propeosed French Creek work will continue to support a transformation on the state owned land from
historic damage to a thriving ecosystem.

Montana’s fishing industry brings millions of dollars to State’s economy every year. The success of the
fishing and outfitting industries are dependent cn healthy fish and naturally reproducing fish
populations. Without clean water and thriving riparian habitats, heaithy populations of fish cannot exist.
The restoration work on French Creek will help to improve the overall water quality of the Big Hole
River, which will insure future generations of healthy fish.

The Big Hele River is the lifeblood of all Big Hole Valley communities. Improving the overail health of the
Big Hole Watershed directly benefits all the Big Hole River’s rural communities.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Eric Thorson
Co-Owner of Sunrise Fly Shop
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