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Adult male grizzly bear captured for killing chickens near Coram, MT (Photo by Harry McDaniel).
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Introduction

In 1993, Montana Fish, Wildlife & ParkAFWP) hiral a Grizzly Bear Management Specialist for

Region 1, to work closely with private landowners and agency personnel to reduce conflicts between
grizzly bears and humans. More emphasis was placed on a proactive approach of prevention. In 1995,
we began premptive capture and releasing bears closer to or within their home ranges. In 1996,
working with Carrie Hunt of the Wind River Bear Institute, we began using onsite releases and aversive
conditioning in an attempt to modify the behavior of the bearhdsame time, we worked closely with

the landowners to identify and secure attractants.

There has been a lot of interest in the methods and philosophy of the program from the bear management
community and the public. This has generated local and natrethh coverage which has highlighted

the importance of preventing bear problems in the first place and secondly, how to handle those bears if
problems do occur. The methods and techniques developed in the field continue to be refined and
improved. An iteraction between grizzly bears and humans tends to be very individualistic which makes
the analysis of data and presentation of results very complex.

In 2005, Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks began an augmentation program of capturing grizzly bears with
no history of conflict from the NCDE and releasing them into the Cabinet Mountains. Heather and Derek
Reich were hired under contract with funding support from the Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks
Foundation and the National Fish and Wildlife Foundat®nce2011, MFWP has continued the
augmentation work without contractors.

This report is an overview of the 201igld season. It includes the reported grizzly bear conflicts,
captures, releasasonitoring prevention effortsise of technology, and tl@&abnet Mountains
augmentation program.

Grizzly Bear Conflicts

During the 2015ield seasonwe received ovet00calls that were reported agzyly bear conflicts.

About 85% were confirmedas grizzly bears. The oth&b% were either black bears wndetemined.
Approximately99%of the calls were from private landowners that lived in or adjacent to grizzly bear
habitat. The majority of the calls involved bears that becamedonditioned and were seeking

unnatural foods around homes and developmértiss year wecontinued teseegrizzly bears killing

chickens and causing property damage to chicken coops. Livestock depredation by grizzly bears in this
area igare.A male grizzly bear did kill at least one newborn calf northeast of Bightoke of thecalls
involved bears that were aggressive to humans or caused human injury.

The spring seasdregan earliethan normal due ta large male grizzly that killed at least one hewborn
calf on the east side of the Flathead Valley. In an attempt to capatifgetir, two notiarget male grizzly
bears were capturedairanslocated out of the area.

Other grizzly bear conflicts involved bears getting into wheat seed, fruit trees, gardens, a refrigerator on a
porch, a pickup truck, bird segpet food, livestockeed, harvested game in a shed, and being in yards.



We had a hot and dry summer. This reduced the amount of huckleberries available to bears during the
summer months. While the lower to metevation berries were sparse, the upper elevation bears were
good in some areas. Most conflict calls occurred in the spring and autumn months.

Truck broken into by adult male grizzly NWM213 to get horse feed in the Coram area.

In previous years, the number of calls reporting grizzly bear conflicts ranged fran1293 to over 250

in 1998. Since 1993, the number of calls has averaged about 100 each year. The number of calls is not
necessarily an accurate measure of the level of grizzly bear conflicts for a given year (e.g. one grizzly
bear in a subdivision mayigt a large number of phone calls as the bear moves from house to house).

Bear conflict specialistnalized a grizzly ear conflict databaséat will standardize the way reported
corflicts are recorded. Thisllows comparison of management repontsl actions throughout the
Northern Continental Divide Ecosystem (NCDE) and with other ecosystem reports.

Once a grizzly bear conflict call is received, an effort is made to contact the reporting party and determine
if a site investigation is warrante@nce a site has been investigated, a determination is made whether to
attempt to capture the grizzly bear or bears involved. The decision to capture the bear is not automatic
and it is based on human safety, bear safety, the type of conflict, locatibmelaavior of the individual

bear.

Emphasis is placed on trying to find solutions that will prevent problems from occurring at the same site
again. With the landowner, we walk the property identifying why the bear was attracted to the site and
how thatattractant can be secured so that this bear or other bears will not visit the site and repeat the
problem. Many times the solutions are simple and the landowners are willing to assist us by securing the
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attractants. Bd feeders, pet food, fruigarbageand poultryare the primary attractants we deal with and
all areusuallyeasily secured.

Grizzly Bear Captures

SN @ MFWP10 26.67 In> 65F @ 09-12-2015 22:33:35

Male grizzly bear cub NWM215 heading into the back portion of the family trap.

In 2015, there were 15 captures ofid@ividual grizzly kears (Table 1). The majority, 6(%) of the
captures oaarred in the summefollowed by 3 (20%) in the early spring, 3¢2) during spring and 3
(20%) in the fall Fourteerof themanagementapturesvere in culvert trapand one was an incidental
captue of a cub in a wolf trap.

Fourteerof the 15grizzly bearmanagementaptures occurred on privgteoperty. One of those captures
occurred on a private {iholding within Glacier National Parfhe incidental capture of the grizzly cub in
the wolf trap @curred on the Swan State Forest.

Thecaptures occurred in the mairatHeadNorth and Middle Forks of the Flathe&lyan andTobacco
drainagegFigure ). Three of the 1®aptures occurred outside the boundary of thezlyrBear
Recovery Area.

Thel13individual grizzly bears that were daped included 3 adult malesa@ult femals, one with a
male cub and one with 2 cubs of unknown sex, 4 subadulsraalke a female cub of the year.






