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Westslope cutthroat 13 inches long found beside irrigation diversion on Dry Cottonwood, approximately 
one-half mile upstream of the Upper Clark Fork river, in May, 2013.  Although there is no definitive 
evidence of a fluvial population connected to the river, it is hoped that restoration efforts on this creek 
(a combination of water savings, habitat, and passage) and water quality improvements in the river 
(Superfund, flows) will result in ecological connectivity for this population during spring runoff.  



Casey Hackathorn 
Upper Clark Fork Program Manager 
 
November 30, 2015 
 
To:  Michelle McGree 
 MT FWP 
 Habitat Protection Bureau 
 Box 200701 
 Helena, MT 59620-0701 
 
RE: Support for Road 85 North Fork Dry Cottonwood Culvert Replacement 
 
Trout Unlimited supports the Clark Fork Coalition’s efforts to restore and reconnect the Dry 
Cottonwood Creek fishery. There are few opportunities to reconnect westslope cutthroat 
populations in the headwaters of the Upper Clark Fork. This project is an important step toward 
improving and securing vital native fish habitat that will have potential benefits to both Dry 
Cottonwood Creek and the mainstem Clark Fork River. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Casey Hackathorn 
  
 
 





 

P.O. Box 25 

Anaconda, MT 59711 

Phone: (406) 563-7435 

E-mail: jlindstrom@mt.gov 

 

November 30, 2015 

 

Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks 

Future Fisheries Program, Attn: Michelle McGree 

PO Box 200701                                                                                                                                                                        

Helena, MT 59620                                                                                    

 

RE: Support for Road 85 North Fork Dry Cottonwood Creek Culvert Replacement  

 

I would like to offer my support for this culvert replacement project proposed by the Clark Fork Coalition 

in cooperation with the US Forest Service (USFS). The existing culvert on Road 85 where is crosses the 

North Fork of Dry Cottonwood Creek is perched and poses an upstream barrier to fish movement under 

most conditions.  Dry Cottonwood Creek and its tributaries support a conservation population of 

westslope cutthroat trout. Past genetic testing has shown that these fish are slightly hybridized with 

Yellowstone cutthroat trout. However, no other species such as introduced brook trout and brown trout 

have been documented in the stream during routine sampling. This makes the Dry Cottonwood Creek 

drainage relatively unique, and a good location to promote cutthroat trout conservation. Replacing the 

Road 85 culvert with one that meets USFS aquatic organism passage standards would improve fish 

passage and habitat connectivity for westslope cutthroat trout in the Dry Cottonwood Creek drainage.  

 

Dry Cottonwood Creek is also a direct tributary (seasonally connected) to the Clark Fork River. This 

allows for potential recruitment of fluvial, native fish to the river. Currently the upper Clark Fork River is 

being remediated by DEQ for damages caused by past mining in the Butte and Anaconda areas.  Water 

quality is presently such that native trout have difficulty surviving in the upper reaches of the river. As 

the cleanup advances and water quality improves, tributaries with native trout populations such as Dry 

Cottonwood Creek will play an important role in helping to improve the fishery of the upper river. Please 

feel free to contact me with any questions. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Jason Lindstrom 

Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks 

Fisheries Biologist - Upper Clark Fork 

 

mailto:jlindstrom@mt.gov
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