Big Otter Creek fencing and stock tank 023-2015

FUTURE FISHERIES IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM
GRANT APPLICATION
(please fill in the highlighted areas)

l. APPLICANT INFORMATION
A. Applicant Name:  John and Mikell Bodner

B. Mailing Address: 126 Otter Creek Road

C. City: Raynesford State: MT Zip: 59870
Telephone: (406)738-4382 E-mail: bodnerds@hotmail.com

D. Contact Person: John, Mikell or Pat Bodner

Address if different from Applicant:

City: State: Zip:

Telephone: E-mail:

Landowner and/or Lessee Name
(if other than Applicant):

Mailing Address:

City: State: Zip:

Telephone: E-mail:

II.  PROJECT INFORMATION*

A. Project Name: Underpass Project

River, stream, or lake: Big Otter Creek

Location: Township: 17N Range: 8E Section: 3
Latitude: 47%15'45.22 Longitude: 110*41'40.45  within project (decimal degrees)

County: Judith Basin County

B. Purpose of Project:

The purpose of this project is to bring a currently unused highway underpass back into working
condition and install a stock tank. In doing so, it will enable us to fence cattle off the stream side
and adjoining wet land.
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C. Brief Project Description:
We plan on building a cattle stream crossing bridge, fence off the cattle from Otter Creek and
adjacent wetlands, and install a stock tank.
D. Length of stream or size of lake that will be treated:  799.5 yards
E. Project Budget:
Grant Request (Dollars): $  7028.55
Contribution by Applicant (Dollars): $ In-kind  $ 4350.00
(salaries of government employees are not considered as matching contributions)
Contribution from other Sources (Dollars): $ In-kind  $
(attach verification - See page 2 budget template)
Total Project Cost: $ 11,378.55
F. Attach itemized (line item) budget — see template
Attach specific project plans, detailed sketches, plan views, photographs, maps, evidence of
G landowner consent, evidence of public support, and/or other information necessary to evaluate the
" merits of the project. If project involves water leasing or water salvage complete supplemental
guestionnaire (fwp.mt.gov/habitat/futurefisheries/supplement2.doc).
H. Attach land management and maintenance plans that will ensure protection of the reclaimed area.

PROJECT BENEFITS*

A.

What species of fish will benefit from this project?:

This will benefit primarily Brown and Brook trout with some Rainbow trout.

How will the project protect or enhance wild fish habitat?:

This project will permanently fence cattle off of Otter Creek streambed, adjacent wetland area and
utilize a bridge for stream crossing.

Will the project improve fish populations and/or fishing? To what extent?:

The project will maintain integrity of the current fish population. Future fish populations will benefit
tremendously by preventing degradation of the stream bank.

Will the project increase public fishing opportunity for wild fish and, if so, how?:

We have always granted permission for public fishing access in this area and plan to continue this
practice. If the cows are fenced off of this area, it will allow easier access for fishermen.

If the project requires maintenance, what is your time commitment to this project?:

This project will require typical fencing, bridge and stock tank maintenance. We are full-time
ranchers and our livelihood requires 100% commitment to upkeep and maintenance.
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F.

J.

What was the cause of habitat degradation in the area of this project and how will the project
correct the cause?:

Since the underpass is not currently being used, there is no current habitat degradation. The
underpass will need to be put back in use for safety reasons. We would like to be proactive in
preventing habitat degradation by building a bridge across Otter Creek and fencing off the stream
to prevent cattle grazing and crossing across the banks.

What public benefits will be realized from this project?:

The public will benefit from continuation of fishery preservation on Big Otter Creek.

Will the project interfere with water or property rights of adjacent landowners? (explain):

No, this project is entirely within property boundaries and will not affect any other landowners.

Will the project result in the development of commercial recreational use on the site?: (explain):

No.

Is this project associated with the reclamation of past mining activity?:

No.

Each approved project sponsor must enter into a written agreement with the Department specifying terms and
duration of the project.

V.

AUTHORIZING STATEMENT

I (we) hereby declare that the information and all statements to this application are true, complete, and

accurate to the best of my (our) knowledge and that the project or activity complies with rules of the
Future Fisheries Improvement Program.

Applicant Signature: 6% Date: { 3/' /5

/

Sponsor (if applicable):

*Highlighted boxes will automatically expand.

Mail To: Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks
Habitat Protection Bureau
PO Box 200701
Helena, MT 59620-0701

E-mail To: Michelle McGree

mmecgree@mt.gov

Revised August 14, 2014
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Incomplete or late applications will be returned to applicant.
Applications may be rejected if this form is modified.

***Applications may be submitted at anytime, but must be received by the Future Fisheries Program
office in Helena before December 1 and June 1 of each year to be considered for the subsequent
funding period.***
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WORK ITEMS CONTRIBUTIONS
(ITEMIZE BY | NUMBER OF UNIT FUTURE FISHERIES
CATEGORY) UNITS DESCRIPTION*| COST/UNIT TOTAL COST REQUEST IN-KIND SERVICES IN-KIND CASH TOTAL
Personnel
Survey $ - $ -
Design $ - $ -
Engineering $ - $ -
Permitting $ - $ -
Oversight $ - $ -
Labor $ - $ -
Sub-Total | $ - s - s - s - |Is -
Travel
Mileage $ - $ -
Per diem $ - $ -
Sub-Total  $ - s - s K N E -
Construction Materials
Barb/Smooth
wire 8 roll $55.00 $ 440.00 $ -
\Wood Posts 40/5x8 $12.00 $ 480.00 $ -
Steel Posts 505 1/2 foot $6.70 $ 335.00 $ -
Black Pipe 1000 foot $1.10 $ 1,100.00 $ -
Black Pipe 100 foot $1.50 $ 150.00 $ -
Valves, fittings
and screws $ 380.00 $ -
Stock tank $ 900.00 $ -
Concrete 45 bag $3.75 $ 168.75 $ -
Bridge Plank 36 4x10x12 $36.80 $ 1,324.80 $ -
Sub-Total $ 5,27855 || $ 5,27855 || $ - | $ - $ 5,278.55
Equipment
Excavator 10| hour $125.00 $ 1,250.00 $ -
Skid Steer 4 hour $125.00 $ 500.00 $ -
Post Pounder 30 hour $75.00 $ 2,250.00 $ -
$ - $ -
$ - $ -
$ - $ -
Sub-Total $ 4,000.00 || $ 1,750.00 || $ 2,250.00 | $ - $ 4,000.00
Mobilization
Labor 140 hour $15.00 $ 2,100.00 $ -
$ - $ -
$ - $ -
$ - $ -
Sub-Total $ 2,100.00 || $ - $ 2,100.00| $ - $ 2,100.00
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TOTALS $ 11,378.55 " $ 7,028.55 " $ 4,350.00 " $ - " $ 11,378.55 "

*Units = feet, hours, inches, lump sum, etc.

MATCHING CONTRIBUTIONS

CONTRIBUTOR IN-KIND SERVICE \ IN-KIND CASH TOTAL Verified? (Y/N)
$ - $ - $ -
$ $ - $ -
$ $ - $ -
$ $ - $ -
$ $ - $ -
$ $ - $ -
$ $ - $ -
$ $ - $ -
$ $ - $ -
$ $ - $ -
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Sohn @ Wtel! Bodner and DPout Bedner
@}fafygf /é/f GZ/}M@;&@’J %ﬁj—)’ and @m&mz Y reservation

126 Otter Creek Rd.
Raynesford, MT 39469

 106-738-4382
bodnerds@hotmail.com

June 1, 2015

Dear Michelle McGree

In reference to the above mentioned project which is building a bridge across Big
Otter Creek to have access to the underpass on Highway 87.

We met at the site on May 29" with Jason Mullen, FWP; Teresa Wihelm and Steve
Hedstrom, Judith Basin Conservation District; and Scott Vincent, Contractor to review the
project. Jason Mullen gave the project verbal confirmation supporting the project.

We feel that our main objective is protecting the stream channel and the stream flow
therefore enhancing the native fish population. We intend to build a fence around the
wetland near the stream and installing a stock tank for cattle to further protect the wetland.

We have always permitted people to fish on our property. In fact there are
grandfathers that have fished with their grandkids on our place. Now those grandkids are
grown with children of their own and keep coming back because they appreciate fishing on
our property. We have great fishing here and we do not want to jeopardize a good thing.

We have worked with Fish Wildlife & Parks in the past with great success. In 2005 we
completed a Fisheries Habitat Enhancement Project where we successfully moved our
corrals 1,000 feet from Otter Creek and fenced off the creek as well. We can attest to the

success of thal project from the fisherman that fish on the creek, upstream and down
stream..

We appreciate your consideration of this project.

Sincerely,
The Bodners
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Background:

Currently, the Bodner ranch utilizes grazing pastures on both sides of Highway 87. In the past, we have
moved cattle back and forth across the highway despite the presence of a highway underpass just past mile
marker 12. For safety reasons, we are planning on using the highway underpass in the future. Access to
the underpass from our pasture requires crossing of the cattle through Big Otter Creek. Our goal is to be
proactive to prevent stream damage by building a bridge over the creek to give cattle access to and from the
underpass. In doing this, we will be fencing off the stream and establishing a stock tank on the north side of
the highway. Benefits to stream conservation is numerous. First, the bridge will keep cattle from eroding
stream banks while crossing from one pasture to the other. Second, the fencing will keep cattle from
grazing and damaging the stream habitat. Thirdly, the stock tank and surrounding fencing will protect the
wetlands and big springs on the south side of the highway.

Plans:

The bridge spanning Big Otter Creek will be 30 feet long and 8-10 feet wide. It will be constructed of
wooden stringers and planking. Placement is shown on accompanying map. In addition, 610 yards of fence
will be constructed both up and downstream of the underpass, funneling the cattle over the bridge to the
underpass. An adjoining wetland and large spring south of the highway will be fenced off at the same time.
See attached map. A 1000 foot pipeline and stock tank will be installed on the south side of the highway.
Overflow from current spring development will supply water.

Support:

Please see accompanying supporting documents. We have also met with Jason Mullen of FWP who has
conducted a site visit and given verbal support for the project. Please let us know if you need anymore
documentation or pictures for this project. Thank you for your consideration.

10



Big Otter Creek fencing and stock tank 023-2015
McGree, Michelle

From: John Bodner [bodnerds@hotmail.com]

Sent: Tuesday, June 02, 2015 8:13 PM

To: McGree, Michelle

Subject: RE: Future fishery project Bodner ranch, Raynesford,
Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

Hi Michelle,

Here are two pictures of a bridge just upstream that | am copying the plans to build this bridge. The bridge
pictured is a bit larger than the one planned. It is also 30 foot long but 12 foot wide. We use it for livestock,
pickups and tractors. Its curious that the cattle prefer the bridge over walking through the creek. The
proposed bridge does not have to be as wide. The picture taken this evening is at typical high water. This
bridge is twenty years old and survived the flood of 2011. I'm not sure of the stream flow. When Jason was
here during similar water flows last Friday, everyone decided it would not fill a six foot culvert. The proposed
site of the bridge has extremely high banks

which everyone agreed would have the best chance of survival, however it will take 30 foot stringers.

The underpass restoration is labor and fencing. No reinforcement is necessary.

Jason is the one that mentioned these stringers are available from FWP. He was checking into them, but will
be out of town for a week. He just explained to me that you are the one in charge of these. He mentioned
they were a first come/first serve. If a couple are available right away | can stop what I'm doing and get
them.

Thanks, hope this helps.

John

From: MMcGree@mt.gov

To: bodnerds@hotmail.com

CC: JMullen@mt.gov

Subject: RE: Future fishery project Bodner ranch, Raynesford,
Date: Tue, 2 Jun 2015 22:14:03 +0000

Hi John,

I’'ve had little more time to look at the application and | have a few questions. First of all, do you have a little more detail
on the bridge? | see it will be 30 feet long and 8-10 feet wide. Do you know what kind of stream flow that will pass? Also,
if you have any drawings (hand drawn is fine) that would be very helpful.

Also, what kind of work do you need to do for the underpass? Is it mostly labor, or do you need to reinforce the
structure?

Thanks for the information,
Michelle McGree

Michelle McGree

Future Fisheries Improvement Program Officer
Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks

1420 East Sixth Avenue
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