Parks Biennial Fee Rule

Proposed Modification to the Commercial Use Definition

Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks (FWP) is seeking public comment on a proposed modification to the meaning of “Commercial Use” in State Parks and Fishing Access Sites (FASs) rules.  

“Commercial Use” needs to be defined because commercial use is managed differently than non-commercial activities.  Commercial use is only allowed by special permission of the department or FWP Commission.  

The proposed changes are as follows:

Commercial use shall be defined as a for-profit or not-for-profit business or individual that, for monetary or other consideration, brings clientele into or to a designated recreational area, or provides a service to them (e.g. – guided walk or tour, float trip, shuttle service, equipment usage or rental, retail sales, etc.) within the area, or otherwise utilizes those lands or resources for consideration (Sections 23-1-102, MCA, 30-12-101, MCA, and 37-47-101, MCA).

This proposed modification would clarify that FWP would not consider the transport of individuals to any land, nor water-based state park, nor recreational site to be a commercial use activity.  However, if a service is provided to the visitor while on FWP land, such as a guided tour, guided fishing trip, vehicle transfer service, meals, etc., those services will be considered commercial use and would continue to require a permit from FWP.     

Public comment on the proposed changes to the Commercial Use definition will be accepted through Tuesday, February 10, 2004.

Please submit written public comments to:

Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks

Parks Division – Commercial Use Rule

P.O. Box 200701

Helena, MT  59620-0701

Comments can also be submitted via e-mail to:

treilly@state.mt.us
Thanks in advance for your interest in Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks.

