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FUTURE FISHERIES IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM
GRANT APPLICATION
(please fill in the highlighted areas)

APPLICANT INFORMATION
A. Applicant Name: _Big Blackfoot Chapter of Trout Unlimited

B. Mailing Address: PO Box 1

C. City: Ovando State: MT Zip: 59854

Telephone: 406.240.4824

D. Contact Person: Ryen Neudecker

Address if different from Applicant:

City: State: Zip:

Telephone:

Landowner and/or Lessee Name
E. (if other than Applicant): DNRC-Attn: Neil Simpson

Mailing Address: PO Box 127

City: _Lincoln State: MT Zip: 59639

Telephone: 406.244.2382

PROJECT INFORMATION*

A. Project Name: _Liverpool Creek Westslope Cutthroat Trout Restoration Project

River, stream, or lake: Liverpool Creek

Location: Township 14N Range 8W Section 6

County: Lewis & Clark

B. Purpose of Project:
The purpose of this project is to expand suitable habitat conditions for pure populations of
westslope cutthroat trout while eliminating threats to their existence.

C. Brief Project Description:
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Liverpool Creek is a first-order basin fed stream that drains the southern slopes of Stonewall
Mountain near Lincoln, Montana and feeds Keep Cool Creek. Over six miles in length, it flows
through a mixture of public and private lands and supports populations of genetically pure resident
westslope cutthroat trout. Beginning where Liverpool Creek leaves the mountains near stream
mile 2.8, the fishery and stream flows are disrupted by two irrigation diversions that cause channel
impairments, westslope cutthroat trout entrainment and stream dewatering. Both irrigation
diversions lack headgates and the current set up involves boards being placed in-channel resulting
in the majority of flows being diverted down the ditch. An existing undersized stream crossing near
stream mile 2.7 also creates a migration barrier for trout moving upstream.

In 2010, landowner discussions were initiated in hopes of developing a restoration project that
would result in favorable changes for westslope cutthroat trout populations, while still protecting the
landowner’s water right and hay production. Working with Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks, USFWS
Partners for Fish and Wildlife and Western Water Project, we have developed a restoration project
that incorporates several improvements including: replacing the undersized stream crossing
(paired culverts) with a fish and channel friendly bridge, eliminating the upper irrigation diversion
and associated in-channel infrastructure, upgrading the lower diversion with a fish screen and
working on a long term water lease. Flood irrigation has been validated as the preferred method
as synoptic flow measurements throughout the existing ditch system detected essentially no water
loss.

The project will restore fish passage to the
upper 3.5 miles of Liverpool Creek,
eliminate entrainment and improve instream
flow conditions to the lower 3 miles of

D. Length of stream or size of lake that will be treated:  stream

E. Project Budget:

Grant Request (Dollars): $ 11,255

Contribution by Applicant (Dollars): $ 3,655 In-kind $ 8,532

(salaries of government employees are not considered as matching contributions)

Contribution from other Sources (Dollars): $ 21,000 In-kind $

(attach verification) USFWS-$5,000; Chutney Foundation-$10,000; MTU-$6,000

Total Project Cost: $ 44,442.00

F. Attach itemized (line item) budget — see template
G. Attach specific project plans, detailed sketches, plan views, photographs, maps, evidence of
landowner consent, evidence of public support, and/or other information necessary to evaluate the

merits of the project. If project involves water leasing or water salvage complete supplemental
questionnaire (fwp.mt.gov/habitat/futurefisheries/supplement2.doc).

H. Attach land management and maintenance plans that will ensure protection of the reclaimed area.

lil. PROJECT BENEFITS*

A. What species of fish will benefit from this project?:
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Westslope cutthroat trout

B. How will the project protect or enhance wild fish habitat?:

Westslope cutthroat trout in the proposed project of Liverpool Creek suffer from fish passage
barriers, dewatering, and entrainment. This project is designed to correct all three impairments.

C. _Wiill the project improve fish populations and/or fishing? To what extent?:

Yes, by providing off-site recruitment to Keep Cool Creek and angling opportunities on-site. The
project site is on DNRC property.

D. Wil the project increase public fishing opportunity for wild fish and, if so, how?:

Yes, by increasing wild trout habitat in the Blackfoot River drainage. The public will also have legal
streamside access via adjacent DNRC lands and the upper reaches are on US Forest Service
Land.

E. _If the project requires maintenance, what is your time commitment to this project?:

The irrigator has committed to signing a 20-year agreement and will enter into single season lease
agreements until a final, long term water lease can be finalized.

What was the cause of habitat degradation in the area of this project and how will the project
F. _correct the cause?:

Already answered.

G. What public benefits will be realized from this project?:

This project involves the continuation of the Blackfoot River Restoration program and the
restoration of westslope cutthroat stream. Public benefits include: 1) expanding suitable habitat
conditions for pure westslope cutthroat trout populations, 2) improved water quality (temperature)
on-site and downstream, and 3) contribute to the recovery of westslope cutthroat trout.

H. Wil the project interfere with water or property rights of adjacent landowners? (explain):

No. The irrigators have the senior water right and the furthest upstream point of diversion.

I._Will the project result in the development of commercial recreational use on the site?: (explain):

No

J. _Is this project associated with the reclamation of past mining activity?:

No

Each approved project sponsor must enter into a written agreement with the Department specifying
terms and duration of the project.

IV. AUTHORIZING STATEMENT
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| (we) hereby declare that the information and all statements to this application are true, complete, and
accurate to the best of my (our) knowledge and that the project or activity complies with rules of the
Future Fisheries Improvement Program.

Applicant Signature: “'@A Mdé&’w Date: g; / 25 / / L/

Sponsor (if applicable):

*Highlighted boxes will automatically expand.

Mail To: Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks
Habitat Protection Bureau
PO Box 200701
Helena, MT 59620-0701

Incomplete or late applications will be returned to applicant.
Applications may be rejected if this form is modified.

***Applications may be submitted at anytime, but must be received by the Future Fisheries Program
office in Helena before December 1 and June 1 of each year to be considered for the subsequent
funding period.***
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’ Figure 1: Liverpool Creek Project Location
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Photos 1-3: Existing instream diversion (photos 1-2) and undersized stream crossing on Liverpool Creek
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TS United States Department of the Interior
Ty FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
MONTANA PARTNERS FOR FISH & WILDLIFE PROGRAM

922 BOOTLEGGER TRAIL
GREAT FALLS, MONTANA 59404-6133

406/793.7400

IN REPLY REFER TO:

May 27, 2014

Ryen Neudecker

Big Blackfoot Chapter of Trout Unlimited
P.O.Box 1

Ovando, MT 59854

Dear Mrs. Neudecker,

This letter is in reference to the Keep Cool Creek, Liverpool Creek and North Fork Blackfoot
River Restoration Projects located in the Blackfoot Watershed proposed to the State of Montana
Future Fisheries Program. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service fully support these projects
because of the incredible biological values associated with them.

The Partners for Fish and Wildlife has a long history of working with the associated private
landowners and other partners collaborating to restore the cold water fishery of the important
tributaries feeding the Blackfoot River. The proposed projects on Keep Cool Creek, Liverpool
Creek and North Fork Blackfoot River are exciting in that we will be able to continue our efforts
of restoring native trout within the watershed by working with committed landowners.

The FWS through our Partners for Fish and Wildlife Program has set aside $5,000 for both the
Keep Cool Creek and Liverpool Creek projects and $38,718.50 for the North Fork Blackfoot
River water conservation project. We commend the efforts of the many partners for their time
and efforts with these important projects.

If you have any questions regarding this project feel free to give me a call.

Sincerely,

- 7 1
& ,/Z/L
Greg Neudecker

State Coordinator
Partners for Fish and Wildlife Service



