FUTURE FISHERIES IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM
GRANT APPLICATION
(please fill in the highlighted areas)

APPLICANT INFORMATION
A. Applicant Name: Jim Magee (USFWS) and Matt Jaeger (MFWP)

B. Mailing Address: 420 Barrett Street

C. City: Dillon State: MT Zip: 59725

Telephone: (406) 683-3893

D. Contact Person: Jim Magee

Address if different from Applicant:

City: State: Zip:

Telephone:

Landowner and/or Lessee Name
E. (if other than Applicant): Dan Dennis

Mailing Address: 12110 SW King Arthur Street

City: King City State: OR Zip: 97224

Telephone: (503) 620-9831

PROJECT INFORMATION*

A. Project Name: Bean Creek Westslope Cutthroat Trout Restoration Project

River, stream, or lake: Bean Creek

Location: Township 14S Range 4W Section 25

County: Beaverhead

B. Purpose of Project:

The purpose of this project is to Improve habitat for westslope CTT and remove an undersized
culvert that is causing ice jams and channel degradation.

C. Brief Project Description:
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This project is part of a larger watershed effort to improve habitat for westslope cutthroat trout
(WSCTT) in Bean Creek. This population is one of only three genetically pure populations
remaining in the Red Rock River watershed. In 2013, the Bureau of Land Management (BLM)
implemented a project to enhance WSCTT habitat by completing an aspen and riparian restoration
project on 298 acres Bean Creek drainage (Appendix 2). This project removed competing and
encroaching Douglas-firs adjacent to Aspen stands in upland areas and reduced fuels and the
potential for catastrophic fire. In the riparian areas conifers have encroached on the stream
channel and restricted native riparian vegetation on Bean Creek. The BLM project removed
competing confers to open the riparian canopy and enhance aspen, willow, grass and sedge
species that are key to productive WSCTT habitat and productivity. This project proposes to build
upon those efforts downstream approximately .75 miles by restoring 800 feet of Bean Creek on
privately owned property and replacing an undersized culvert at the county road. The project will
improve habitat by increasing sinuosity, deceasing gradient, building approximately 30 pools,
improving riparian vegetation and protecting the stream channel with a riparian fence. The current
channel profile and undersized road culvert have resulted in frequent ice jams and emergency
routing of the flow into a ditch during winter months to prevent ice damage to the downstream
land owner 6 s pr op er@ngirrigatioth hebdgatd will benirgstalled adjacent to the road
culvert to allow management of diverted flow. Approximately 0.5 miles of wildlife friendly riparian
fence will be installed with two water gaps to protect the restored channel and riparian vegetation
while allowing the existing grazing rotation to continue.

D. Length of stream or size of lake that will be treated: 0.5 miles

E. Project Budget:

Grant Request (Dollars): $ $14,945

Contribution by Applicant (Dollars): $ USFWS: $ 12,656 In-kind  $

(salaries of government employees are not considered as matching contributions)

Contribution from other Sources (Dollars):  $ $82,379 In-kind  $

(attach verification - See page 2 budget template)

Total Project Cost: $ 109,980

F. Attach itemized (line item) budget i see template
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G. Attach specific project plans, detailed sketches, plan views, photographs, maps, evidence of
landowner consent, evidence of public support, and/or other information necessary to evaluate the
merits of the project. If project involves water leasing or water salvage complete supplemental
questionnaire (fwp.mt.gov/habitat/futurefisheries/supplement2.doc).

Please find attached:
1) Bean Creek WSCTT Restoration Design: Appendix 1.
2) BLM Bean Creek Aspen and Douglas-fir Savannah Restoration Project: Appendix 2
3) BLM Bean Creek Letter of Support : Appendix 3
4) Bean Creek Riparian Fence and Watergaps Map: Appendix 4
5) Letter of support and Commitment from The Nature Conservancy: Appendix 5
6) Letter of support and commitment to maintain riparian fence from Matador Cattle Company:
Appendix 6
7) Landowner Agreement: Appendix 7 Page 1 and 2
8) Bean Creek Budget: Appendix 8 Attached as separate Document

H. Attach land management and maintenance plans that will ensure protection of the reclaimed area.

PROJECT BENEFITS*

A. What species of fish will benefit from this project?:

A genetically pure population of westslope cutthroat trout.

B. How will the project protect or enhance wild fish habitat?:

By restoring 800 feet of stream channel, improving riparian vegetation on 0.5 miles of stream
channel and reducing or eliminating occurrence of ice jamming that results in the emergency
rerouting the flow out of the natural stream channel.

C. Will the project improve fish populations and/or fishing? To what extent?:

This project is part of a larger watershed effort that will provide resiliency to WSCTT population in
Bean Creek by enhancing habitat and stream function. The overriding goal is the make sure that of
the persistence of WSCTT- the Montana State Fish, into the future which will provide opportunities
for the public and anglers.

D. Will the project increase public fishing opportunity for wild fish and, if so, how?:
The project will increase angling opportunities by increased abundance and resilsncy of WSCTT
population in Bean Creek.

E. If the project requires maintenance, what is your time commitment to this project?:

Project will require a riparian fence to be installed on both sides of the stream. On the east side of
the stream grazing occurs every three years and in the west side every year. Bean Creek is the
stock water source for both the east and west pastures. Two water gaps and approximately 0.5
miles of riparian fence will be installed. The lessee, the Matador Cattle Company has agreed to
maintain the fence and water gaps (See attached letter). The county is responsible for maintaining
the culvert. No maintenance is expected for the channel restoration. The riparian fence specs will
be guided by the FWP Wildlife Fence guidelines ( 4-strand wire fence witht he bot t om
and the top wire at 42090
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What was the cause of habitat degradation in the area of this project and how will the project
correct the cause?:

The stream reach has been channelized for irrigation purposes and to reroute the flows during ice
jamming events. The result has been decreased sinuosity, increased slope and elimination of
quality pool habitat. In addition, an undersized road culvert has further degraded the stream by
increasing the magnitude of the ice jams. Restoring the appropriate channel dimensions, sinuosity
and slope and installing a much larger culvert at the road crossing will reduce the likelihood if ice
jamming, alleviate the need to reroute flow and improve habitat.

What public benefits will be realized from this project?:

1)Conservation of WSCTT: Bean Creek has one of three remaining pure population WSCTT in
the Red Rock watershed. Restoring the stream channel and removing a undersized culvert
improve habitat, reduce ice jamming and improve fish passage on Bean Creek.

2) Improved conditions of County Road Crossing. In the past few years there have has been
numerous ice jams just upstream of the Bean Creek culvert. As a result, the downstream
landowner has had to secure an emergency 310 permit to reroute the stream into a ditch to protect
his property and infrastructure. In addition the culvert does not have the capacity for larger flow
events and causes road damage at higher flows. Beaverhead County has had to repair the road
and surrounding area frequently because of the ice jamming and high water. Installing a larger
culvert with greater capacity will reduce these problems and cost to the county, the landowner and
the public. .

3) Natural Resource Recreation: The proposed project will enhance natural resource based
recreation in The Centennial Valley and on Bean Creek through improved habitat and WSCTT
abundance and provide opportunities to anglers and wildlife enthusiasts.

Will the project interfere with water or property rights of adjacent landowners? (explain):

No. The Project is designed to ensure all water rights holders can utilize their water right.

Will the project result in the development of commercial recreational use on the site?: (explain):

No

Is this project associated with the reclamation of past mining activity?:

No

Each approved project sponsor must enter into a written agreement with the Department specifying
terms and duration of the project.

V.

AUTHORIZING STATEMENT

| (we) hereby declare that the information and all statements to this application are true, complete, and
accurate to the best of my (our) knowledge and that the project or activity complies with rules of the
Future Fisheries Improvement Program.
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Applicant Signature: Date:

Sponsor (if applicable):

*Highlighted boxes will automatically expand.
Mail To: Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks
Habitat Protection Bureau

PO Box 200701
Helena, MT 59620-0701

Incomplete or late applications will be returned to applicant.
Applications may be rejected if this form is modified.
*»**Applications may be submitted at anytime, but must be received by the Future Fisheries Program

office in Helena before December 1 and June 1 of each year to be considered for the subsequent
funding period.***

Appendix 1 : Bean Creek Westslope cutthroat trout Restoration Project Design

Attached
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Appendix 2: BLM Bean Creek Aspen and DouglasFir Savanah Restoration Treatment

Bean Creek Aspen and Douglas-fir Savannah
Restoration Treatment

Montana

o
i @
]
His
o
=
|®
.0
)
I
10,
R
=3
N

Riparian Unit 1
\ ! "23-acres

Project Area Vicinity

756/

= Riparian Unit 2 /
11/acres

Legend
Upland Treatment Area

@ Riparian Treatment Area
No Treatment Area

N ) Bureau of Land Management
W<’>>E Tl 6 g S Ao o wa State of Montana

Figure 1.BLM Bean Creek Restoration Projéttupland areas reduces Dougfascompetition

with aspen and fuel to reduce potential of catastrophic fires. In riparian andaswere

removed to open riparian canopy for aspen, willows sedges , and grasses important for WSCTT.
habitat.

Revised August 5, 2009



Appendix 3: BLM Bean CreekLetter of Support

‘NATIONAL STSTEM OF PUBLIC LANDS

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT ‘ v

Dillon Field Office E
1005 Selway Drive

Dillon, Montana 59725-8449

In Reply Refer To: www.blm.gov/mt

United States Department of the Interior

6600 (MTB050)
May 13, 2014

Jim Darling

Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks

Future Fisheries Improvement Program
1420 E Sixth Avenue

PO Box 200701

Helena, Montana 59620- 0701

Dear Mr. Darling:

The Bureau of Land Management’s (BLM) Dillon Field Office is in full support of the proposed Bean
Creek restoration project in the Centennial Valley to improve and extend the habitat for westslope
cutthroat trout (WCT). The BLM is committed to the restoration of native species such as WCT and is
prepared to assist Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks and the US Fish and Wildlife Service in this project
through cooperative monitoring and other in-kind assistance. With the very limited distribution of this
native species in the Centennial Valley, projects such as this are essential to the long term preservation of
Montana’s state fish.

The BLM has been actively conducting projects to benefit native westslope cutthroat trout in SW
Montana for over a decade. The BLM has revised livestock grazing, completed vegetation management
projects, improved road maintenance and installed a fish passage culvert to improve WCT habitat in the
Bean Creek drainage. Current livestock management within the Shambo Allotment, which includes the
Bean Creek drainage, is a rest rotation system with livestock use one year in three. The Shambo
Allotment contains Bear Creek, Jones Creek and Bean Creek, which all support WCT. In 2013, the BLM
completed an aspen and riparian restoration project in the Bean Creek drainage. This project included
298 acres within the drainage of which 34 acres were riparian habitat along Bean Creek. One of the
primary goals of this project was to improve and expand WCT habitat in Bean Creek. Completing the
proposed Bean Creek restoration would improve and extend WCT habitat within the lower reaches of
Bean Creek lying within State and private land. If you have any questions about BLM’s project work in
Bean Creek, please feel free to contact Paul Hutchinson, Fisheries Biologist at 683-8052.

Sincerely,

\Z'T_ Cornelia Hudson
- Field Manager
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Appendix 3: Bean Creek Riparian Fence and stock water gaps.

entennial Valley Road

Bean Creek

East pasture grazed every third year

West pasture grazed every year

[ S
T
":‘ -

Legeﬁd

S &

Bean Creek Restoration Project

- Bean Creek Restoration Reach
N

Bean Creek Existing Fence

Bean Creek New Fence )
0 0.025 0.05 0.1 Miles

Bean Creek Water Gap Locations 1

Figure 2. Location of Bean Creek riparian fence and stock water gaps that will be installed
following the channel restoration. Fence will be a 4-strand wire designed for wildlife passage.
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Appendix 4: TNC Letter of Support and Commitment

¢

C N
EheNature \ ¢ _) The Nature Conservancy of Tel (406) 443-0303
Onservancy =~ | Montansa Fax (406) 443-8311
Protecting nature. Preserving life.’ 32 South Ewing Street
Helena, MT 59601
nature.org
May 28, 2014

James Magee

Montana Partners for Fish and Wildlife
420 Barrett Street

Dillon, Montana 59725

Dear Jim,

We are pleased to support the Bean Creek Restoration Project. This has long been a priority for
conserving one of the last strongholds of Westslope Cutthroat trout in the Centennial Valley.
Coordinating and finding agreements among the various private landowners involved has been a
significant obstacle and we commend you for your leadership in bringing everyone together. Restoring
this important and productive reach of Bean Creek will improve conditions locally, as well as
connectivity within the basin. We are committed to replacing the culvert on Bean Creek which will cost
an estimated $15,000 and will come from a combination of county, federal , and private funds. In
combination with the extensive forest management upstream on BLM, these projects represent the best
opportunities for improving the resilience of this native fish population to current and emerging threats.

Sincerely,
T

Southwest Montana Director of Science and Stewardship

-
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Appendix 4. Matador Cattle Company Letter of Support and Commitment to maintaining
the riparian fence

Jim Darling May 30, 2014
Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks

Future Fisheries Improvement Program

1420 East 6" Ave

P.O. Box 200701

Helena, MT 59620-0107

Dear Jim,

Please accept this letter of support for the Bean Creek Restoration Project application for the Future
Fisheries Improvement Program. The Matador Cattle Company has the grazing lease on both sides of
Bean Creek on the Dennis property. On the north side of Bean Creek we pasture cattle every third year
and a on the south side every year. To support this restoration project we agree to maintain a riparian
fence and stock water gap or tank that will be installed as part of the project. The Matador Cattle
Company is supportive of the collaborative conservation efforts with Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks and
the US Fish and Wildlife Service on working landscapes that have proven very successful in the
Centennial valley.

Sincerely,

Kyle Hardin
General Manager
Matador Cattle company
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Appendix 7: Bean Creek Landowner Agreement between USFWS and Dean
Dennis Private landowner page 1
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