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Resource Management Plans (RMP)
An RMP:

Describes broad multiplase direction for BLMadministered public
lands that focuses on what resource conditions, uses and visitor
experiences should be achieved and maintained over time.
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Establisheslesired outcomegoals and objectives) for resource
management and includes measurable steps, management actions, ang
allowable uses to achieve the desired outcomes.

Provides the framework for subsequent implementation decisions earrie
out through project specific or activity level plans.

AAn Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) accompanies the RMP to provid
a comprehensive evaluation of the environmental issues and impacts for the
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alternatives analyzed in detail. S
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-January 2013-

Rocky Mountain

Planning Sub-

Great Basin SG Plannin

ub-Regions

North America. Schroeder e al.. 2004

BLM Sage-Grouse Planning Regions and Sub-Regions

Sage-Grouse Planning Team




RMP Mineiall IBetssdnss

INT1d

A Leasablélinerals (Coal

n
QD
(@)
(9]
0)
-
(@]
C
)]
(9]
Y
Q
>
=’
>
()

A LocatableMinerals Bentonite

A FluidMinerals (Oil and Gas)




National Technical Team (NTT)
NationalDNB I G SNJ {  ASTDNR dza S / 2 y &uategy |

lpt:

Mineral Development

The primary potential risks to saggouse from energy and mineral development:.are
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1. Direct disturbance, displacement, or mortality of grouse

2. Direct loss of habitat, or loss of effective habitat through fragmentation and reduced
habitatpatch sizeand qualityand

3. Cumulativelandscap#gevelimpacts.

A SageGrousedeclinesare explainedn part by lowerannual survivaif female saggrouse and that the
impact on survival resulted in a populatdaveldecline.

A Highsite fidelity but low survival of adult safjeouse combined witliek avoidancesy youngemirds
resultedin a time lag o8 4 years between the onset afevelopment activitieandlek loss.

A Thetime lag observed bkiolloran (2005) in the Anticlinenatched thafor leksthat became inactived3
4 years after natural gas development in the Powder RBaein.

A Analysiof seven oiland gadields across Wyoming showed time lags 81@years betweeractivities
associated with energy development and its measurable effedag&jrouse populations.
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Coal Land Use PlanDecisions

Land Use Plan Decisionsgessvhether there are areas suitable for leasing or unsuitable for a
or certain types of coal mining operations undbe Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Ack
Identifiesthe following:
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Unleasedcoallands that areacceptable for further consideratidor coal leasing and development and
those that arenot.

Areasunsuitable for surface mining cdbal !
For acceptable lands, areas suitable for development by all mining methods or by only certain stipulated
mining methods, such as surface or underground mining

Any special conditionthat must be met during more detailed planning, lease sale, orlpase

activities, including measures required to protect other resowetues.

An estimate of the amount of coal recoverable by either surface or underground mining operations or
both.Only those areas that have development potential may be identified as accdptaiieher
consideration for leasing.

Areasthat have development potential for coal leasing according to the screprongss.

Areasto be withdrawn from further consideration for leasitg protect other resource values and land

uses that are locally, regionally or nationally important or uniquetaatare not included in the
unsuitabilitycriteria.

Implementation Decisions. Offer leases with appropriate conditions and stipulations, process lease
exchanges. e S



National Technical Team (NTT)
National Greater Sagisrouse Conservation Measures/Plann8itategy
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Surfacemines
Findunsuitable all surface mining of coal under the criteria set forth in 43 CFR
3461.5- Criteriafor assessingands unsuitabldor all or certainstipulated methods
of coalmining
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{ dzo 1 & deNgE GranBno new mining leases unless all surface disturbances
(appurtenant facilite8 ' NB LJX I OSR 2dziaARS 2F GKS

Forcoal mining operations on existing leases

{ dz0 1 & dENidig¥ OY LINA2NRA (& &l 3SmIANRdAzaS KU
appurtenant facilitiesoutside of priority areas. Where new appurtenant facilities
associated withihe existinglease cannot be located outside tpeority

al 3 S Bdbiaces0 2 it 2 Ofadilittes witBiwexisting disturbed areas. If

this is not possible, then build amgw appurtenantfacilities to theabsolute Vs o
minimumstandard necessary. -



8§3461.31 Application of criteria on unleased lands.

(0)(1) Criteron Number 15. Federal lands which the surface management
agency and the state jointly agree are habitat for resident species of fish,
wildlife and plants of high interest to the state and which are essential for
maintaining these priority wildlife and plant species shall be considered
unsuitable.

Examples of such lands which serve a critical function for the species
involved include:

(i) Active dancing and strutting grounds for sage grouse, staglgal grouse,
and prairie chicken;

(i) Winter ranges crucial for deer, antelope, and elk;

(iif) Migration corridor for elk; and

(iv) Extremes of range for plant species;

and

A lease may be issued if, after consultation with the state, the surface
management agency determines that all or certain stipulated methods of
coal mining will not have a significant ldegn impact on the species

being protected.

(2) Exemptions.This criterion does not apply to lands:To which the
operator made substantial legal and financial commitments prior to January
4,1977; on which surface coal mining operations were being conducted Of:masmmm=
August 3, 1977; or which include operations on which a permit has been

b 4
Issued. v
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operations and maintenangavhere needed to reduce the impactstmiman
activitieson important seasonaagegrouséabitats Apply these measures during
activity level planning.
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Useadditional, effective mitigation to offset impacts as appropriate (determined oy
local options/needk
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