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Montana Sage - Grouse Habitat 
Conservation Advisory Council  

June 25 - 26, 2013  

BLM SAGE  GROUSE PLANNING  
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Planning Areas in Montana  



S
a

g
e

-
G

r
o

u
s
e

 
P

la
n

n
in

g
 
S

t
r
a
t
e

g
y

 

An RMP: 
Describes broad multiple-use direction for BLM-administered public 

lands that focuses on what resource conditions, uses and visitor 

experiences should be achieved and maintained over time. 

 

Establishes desired outcomes (goals and objectives) for resource 

management and includes measurable steps, management actions, and 

allowable uses to achieve the desired outcomes. 

 

Provides the framework for subsequent implementation decisions carried-

out through project specific or activity level plans. 

 

Å An Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) accompanies the RMP to provide 

a comprehensive evaluation of the environmental issues and impacts for the 

alternatives analyzed in detail. 

Resource Management Plans (RMP) 
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Montana/Dakotas BLM Lands and PPH & PGH  
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RMP Mineral Decisions  

ÅLeasable Minerals (Coal) 

 

ÅLocatable Minerals (Bentonite) 

 

ÅFluid Minerals (Oil and Gas) 
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National Technical Team (NTT) 
National DǊŜŀǘŜǊ {ŀƎŜπDǊƻǳǎŜ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ aŜŀǎǳǊŜǎκtƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ Strategy 
 

Mineral Development 
 

The primary potential risks to sageȤgrouse from energy and mineral development are: 
 

1. Direct disturbance, displacement, or mortality of grouse; 
 

2. Direct loss of habitat, or loss of effective habitat through fragmentation and reduced 

habitat patch size and quality; and 
 

3. Cumulative landscapeȤlevel impacts. 
 

ÅSage-Grouse declines are explained in part by lower annual survival of female sageȤgrouse and that the 

impact on survival resulted in a populationȤlevel decline. 

 

ÅHigh site fidelity but low survival of adult sageȤgrouse combined with lek avoidance by younger birds 

resulted in a time lag of 3 4 years between the onset of development activities and lek loss. 

 

ÅThe time lag observed by Holloran (2005) in the Anticline matched that for leks that became inactive 3ð

4 years after natural gas development in the Powder River Basin.  

 

ÅAnalysis of seven oil and gas fields across Wyoming showed time lags of 2ð10 years between activities 

associated with energy development and its measurable effects on sageȤgrouse populations. 
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RMP Mineral Decisions  

ÅLeasable Minerals (Coal) 

 

ÅLocatable Minerals (Bentonite) 

 

ÅFluid Minerals (Oil and Gas) 
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Å Unleased coal lands that are acceptable for further consideration for coal leasing and development and 

those that are not. 

Å Areas unsuitable for surface mining of coal. 

Å For acceptable lands, areas suitable for development by all mining methods or by only certain stipulated 

mining methods, such as surface or underground mining . 

Å Any special conditions that must be met during more detailed planning, lease sale, or post-lease 

activities, including measures required to protect other resource values. 

Å An estimate of the amount of coal recoverable by either surface or underground mining operations or 

both. Only those areas that have development potential may be identified as acceptable for further 

consideration for leasing. 

Å Areas that have development potential for coal leasing according to the screening process. 

Å Areas to be withdrawn from further consideration for leasing to protect other resource values and land 

uses that are locally, regionally or nationally important or unique and that are not included in the 

unsuitability criteria. 

Coal Land Use Plan Decisions 
 
Land Use Plan Decisions. Assess whether there are areas suitable for leasing or unsuitable for all 

or certain types of coal mining operations under the Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act. 

Identifies the following : 

Implementation Decisions. Offer leases with appropriate conditions and stipulations, process lease 

exchanges. 
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Coal 
 

tǊƛƻǊƛǘȅ ǎŀƎŜπƎǊƻǳǎŜ Ƙŀōƛǘŀǘ areas: 
 
Surface mines:  
Find unsuitable all surface mining of coal under the criteria set forth in 43 CFR 
3461.5 - Criteria for assessing lands unsuitable for all or certain stipulated methods 
of coal mining.  
 
{ǳōπǎǳǊŦŀŎŜ mines: Grant no new mining leases unless all surface disturbances 
(appurtenant facilitiesύ ŀǊŜ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘȅ ǎŀƎŜπƎǊƻǳǎŜ Ƙŀōƛǘŀǘ ŀǊŜŀΦ 
 
For coal mining operations on existing leases: 
 
{ǳōπǎǳǊŦŀŎŜ miningΥ ƛƴ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘȅ ǎŀƎŜπƎǊƻǳǎŜ Ƙŀōƛǘŀǘ ŀǊŜŀǎΣ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀƴȅ ƴŜǿ 
appurtenant facilities outside of priority areas. Where new appurtenant facilities 
associated with the existing lease cannot be located outside the priority 
ǎŀƎŜπƎǊƻǳǎŜ habitat area, ŎƻπƭƻŎŀǘŜ ƴŜǿ facilities within existing disturbed areas. If 
this is not possible, then build any new appurtenant facilities to the absolute 
minimum standard necessary. 
 
 

National Technical Team (NTT) 

National Greater SageȤGrouse Conservation Measures/Planning Strategy 
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§ 3461.3ð1 Application of criteria on unleased lands. 

(o)(1) Criteron Number 15. Federal lands which the surface management 

agency and the state jointly agree are habitat for resident species of fish, 

wildlife and plants of high interest to the state and which are essential for 

maintaining these priority wildlife and plant species shall be considered 

unsuitable. 

Examples of such lands which serve a critical function for the species 

involved include: 

(i) Active dancing and strutting grounds for sage grouse, sharp-tailed grouse, 

and prairie chicken; 

(ii) Winter ranges crucial for deer, antelope, and elk; 

(iii) Migration corridor for elk; and 

(iv) Extremes of range for plant species; 

and 

A lease may be issued if, after consultation with the state, the surface 

management agency determines that all or certain stipulated methods of 

coal mining will not have a significant long-term impact on the species 

being protected. 

(2) Exemptions. This criterion does not apply to lands: To which the 

operator made substantial legal and financial commitments prior to January 

4, 1977; on which surface coal mining operations were being conducted on 

August 3, 1977; or which include operations on which a permit has been 

issued. 
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Coal 
 

General ǎŀƎŜπƎǊƻǳǎŜ Ƙŀōƛǘŀǘ areas: 
 
Apply ƳƛƴƛƳƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǎǳǊŦŀŎŜπŘƛǎǘǳǊōƛƴƎ ƻǊ ŘƛǎǊǳǇǘƛƴƎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ όincluding 
operations and maintenance) where needed to reduce the impacts of human 
activities on important seasonal sagegrouse habitats. Apply these measures during 
activity level planning. 
 
Use additional, effective mitigation to offset impacts as appropriate (determined by 
local options/needs). 
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Montana/Dakotas BLM Lands and PPH & PGH  

Coal Leases 


