Sage-grouse Habitat Conservation Advisory Council
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Establishing the need, clarifying objectives, and providing background information
Capitol Building, Room 152, 1301 E. 6™ Ave., Helena, MT

May 21 - 23, 2013

Welcome and Introductions

Overview of intent, goal, & considerations

Question and Answer session

BREAK

USFWS listing decision and perspective

LUNCH

Sage-grouse conservation state process in ID

BREAK

Sage-grouse conservation state processes, WY and UT

Housekeeping details

Adjourn

Lt. Governor Walsh

Lt. Governor Walsh
Jeff Hagener, FWP

Pat Diebert, USFWS
Jodi Bush, Brent Esmoil &
Jeff Berglund, USFWS

Don Kemner, IFGD

Bob Budd, WY Wildlife and
Natural Resources Trust

Jeff Hagener &
Catherine Wightman, FWP
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Basic sage-grouse ecology Catherine Wightman, FWP
Sage-grouse conservation issues Rick Northrup, FWP
BREAK

Sage-grouse conservation strategies, FWP Catherine Wightman, FWP
LUNCH

Sage-grouse conservation strategies, BLM Theresa Hanley &

John Carlson, BLM

Sage-grouse conservation strategies, USFS Mary Manning, USFS
BREAK
Sage-grouse conservation strategies, NRCS Joyce Swartzendruber,NRCS

Pete Husby, NRCS
Sage-grouse conservation strategies, DNRC John Tubbs, DNRC
Public comment period

Adjourn

Identify highest priority conservation issues Discussion led by J. Hagener
for Advisory Council to address

BREAK

Identify final product Discussion led by J. Hagener
(e.g., statute, ex. order, conservation agreement)

Agree on process for Advisory Council Discussion led by J. Hagener

Adjourn



Proposed Meeting Topics and Dates for Future Meetings (to be refined at Meeting 1):

Meeting 2: Transmission and Infrastructure (power lines, pipelines, roads)
Proposed Dates: June 11-12, 2013
e Overview of sage-grouse research relative to transmission and infrastructure — FWP &/or others
e Introduction to power lines and associated infrastructure
e Pipelines and associated infrastructure - oil industry
e Roads and associated construction — MDOT
e Summary of recommendations in BLM RMPs relative to transmission —John Carlson
e Summa ry of recommendations from other states relative to transmission — FWP
e Identify draft MT recommendations — discussion led by co-chairs

Meetings 3 (3 days):  Oil and Gas development & Mining

Proposed Dates: June 25-27, 2013
e Overview of sage-grouse research relative to oil, gas, mining and SGI — Dave Naugle and Tim
Griffith

e QOil development needs, process, current regulations — oil industry

e Gas development needs, process, current regulations— gas industry

e Mining industry needs, process, current regulations — mining industry

e Summary of recommendations in BLM RMPs relative to oil, gas, mining — BLM

e Summary of recommendations from other states relative to oil, gas, mining — FWP
o Identify draft MT recommendations — discussion led by co-chairs

Meeting 4: Wind energy
Proposed Dates: July 16-17, 2013
e Overview of sage-grouse research relative to wind energy — FWP &/or Chad LeBeau (WY study)
e Wind energy needs, process, regulations —someone from wind industry (NaturEner, Invenergy,
??)
e Summary of recommendations in BLM RMPs relative to wind — BLM
e Summary of recommendations from other states relative to wind — FWP
e |dentify draft MT recommendations — discussion led by co-chairs

Meeting 5: Agricultural Conversion/Working Lands
Proposed Dates: July30-31
Location: Matador Ranch or APF or other facilities in sagebrush habitat

e Overview of sage-grouse research relative to grazing & agriculture — Lorelle Berkeley & others
e Introduction to agricultural operations/needs and constraints — Stockgrowers Assoc. or ??
Farm Bill policies, opportunities, constraints — Joyce Swartzendruber/Bruce Nelson

Summary of recommendations in BLM RMPs relative to grazing/ag conversion - BLM

e Summary of recommendations from other states relative to grazing/ag conversion — FWP

e Identify draft MT recommendations — discussion led by co-chairs

Meeting 6: Mitigation options
Proposed Dates: Aug 13 -14, 2013
e On-site mitigation and development plans — FWP/USFWS
e Offset mitigation possibilities — Jeff Berglund
e Summary of recommendations in BLM RMPs relative to mitigation - BLM



e Summary of recommendations from other states relative to mitigation — FWP
e Identify draft MT recommendations — discussion led by co-chairs

Meeting 7: Adaptive management/Implementation/Compliance monitoring/Reporting
Proposed Dates: Sept 4 -5, 2013

e Adaptive management & strategy implementation

e  USFWS needs for reporting — USFWS

e |dentify strategy for compliance monitoring & reporting — discussion led by co-chairs

Meeting 8: Review Draft Recommendations
Proposed Dates: Sept 24 — 25, 2013

Meeting 9: Finalize Draft Recommendations

Proposed Dates: Oct8-9, 2013
e QOct 30 target release for Public Comment — 30 day review period
e FWP will assemble and draft response to Public review

Final Meeting: Finalize Recommendations
Proposed Dates: Jan7 -8, 2014
e Address significant comments from public process
e Finalize document for Governor’s signature by January 31, 2014



