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Fellow Angler:

This booklet is intended to pass on information collected over many years about the fishery of the
Absaroka-Beartooth high country lakes. Since Pat Marcuson began surveying these lakes in
1967, many individuals have hefted a heavy pack and worked the high country for Fish, Wildlife
and Parks. They have brought back the raw data and personal observations necessary to
formulate management schemes for the 300+ lakes in this area containing fish. While the
information presented here is not intended as a guide for hiking/camping or fishing techniques, it
should help wilderness users to better plan their trips according to individual preferences and
abilities.

Fish species present in the Absaroka-Beartooth lakes include Yellowstone cutthroat trout, brook
trout, rainbow trout, golden trout, arctic grayling, and variations of cutthroat/rainbow/golden
trout hybrids. These lake fisheries generally fall into two categories: self-sustaining and stocked.
Self-sustaining lakes have enough spawning habitat to allow fish to restock themselves year after
year. These often contain so many fish that while fishing can be fast, the average fish size will be
small. The average size and number of fish present change very little from year to year in most of
these lakes.

Lakes without spawning potential must be planted regularly to sustain a fishery. Standard
stocking in the Beartooths is 50-100 Yellowstone cutthroat trout fingerlings per acre every eight
years. Special situations may call for different species, numbers, or frequency of plants. For
instance, lakes with heavy fishing pressure tend to be stocked more often and at higher densities.
Grayling and golden trout are stocked to provide unique fishing opportunities and to help
conserve populations of these rare fish. In the first few years after planting, many small fish will
be found in a lake. With each passing year, fewer but larger fish will remain until all the fish age
out and are gone, generally in 7-9 years. An angler can thus use the stocking history in this guide
to predict what sizes and numbers of fish a given lake might currently contain.

Every year, Fish, Wildlife and Parks survey crews sample 30+ lakes out of the 300+ lakes
containing fish. Results of past sampling efforts found in this report can be informative if looked
at in the context of the stocking cycle for each lake. While this data will not provide up-to-the-
minute information for anglers, it is sufficient to allow a good guess about what may be present
at any given time. Still, these wilderness waters can hold surprises. | would appreciate any
information you gather while on your trip (such as species, numbers, and accurate lengths).
Please reply to me at:

Earl Radonski
Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks
2300 Lake EImo Drive
Billings, MT 59105
406-247-2962
eradonski@mt.gov



ATTENTION MOUNTAIN LAKES GUIDE USERS
This guide has changed. You can now search by drainage (alphabetically) and by lake
(alphabetically) within each drainage. There is also a helpful preface section that will help find
the species that you want to angle and the lake and drainage they are found in.

Drainage in the Beartooth Mountains:

BOUIRT . .. oo e e e e e 9-18
Clarks FOIK. ..o e e e e e e 19 - 49
EaSt ROSEDUD. .. ..o e e e e e e e, 50 - 57

ROCK CreekK. .. .o e e e e D8 - 69
I 01U | T O =TT 4 ¢
SHIWALET ... e e e e 71-83
WeSt ROSEDUT .....voviinie e e e e e e e 34290

Drainage in the Crazy Mountains:

Big Timber Creek......c.ovnii e e e e 92-93
CottoNWOOd CreEK. ... . et e, 94
ROCK CreeK ..o e e 95
SWAMP CrEBK ..ttt e e e e e e 96

SWEELQIaSS CreEK ... eu et ittt et et e e e e e e eae 97 - 98



Tips For Using This Guide

Latitude/Longitude: These are taken at the middle of the lakes and are used for stocking
purposes.

Miles = total number of miles to the lake from the trailhead
Trail () = numbers of miles on an established trail
Marcusons Code = Code number of lake by drainage e.g., Rock Creek #60, East Rosebud #5, etc.

Crazy Mountain lake information can be found at the very end of this booklet.
As this guide will be updated yearly, the typeface has been much reduced and it is available
online at (fwp.mt.gov/r5/mountainlakes) to keep costs down. | trust the information contained

here will be worth the extra eye strain or price of a magnifying glass to the user.

While this guide deals with mountain lakes, an angler would be wise not to overlook the many
streams of the Beartooths.

Special thanks go to all Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks Mountain Lake crews that have worked
on the Mountain Lakes surveys, as well as those dedicated FWP employees who worked to keep
the Mountain Lakes Guide updated throughout the years.

Enjoy and respect the high country. Good Fishing!



Fish Species Opportunities By Drainage

Beartooth Range
Boulder Drainage

Species

Lakes

Arctic Grayling

Falls Creek Lake, Kaufman Lake, Lake Columbine

Golden Trout

Lake Mcknight, Upper Mcknight Lake

Rainbow Trout

Great Falls Creek Lake, Icicle, Mirror Lake, Rainbow Lake
#2, Rainbow Lake #3, Rainbow Lake #4, Rainbow Lake #5,
Rainbow Lake #6, Rainbow Lake #7, Rainbow Lakes

Yellowstone Cutthroat

Alpine Lake, Beaver Pond, Blacktail Lake, Blue Lake,
Bramble Lake #38, Bramble Lake #39, Bramble Lake #41,
Bridge Lake, Bridge Lake, Burnt Gulch Lake, Camp Lake,
Chickadee Lake, Chickadee Lake, Davis Lake, Elk Lake, Elk
Lake, Falls Creek Lake, Fish Lake,

Yellowstone Cutthroat Trout X
Rainbow

Clarks Fork Drainage

Species

Beaver Pond, Rainbow Lake #4

Lakes

Arctic Grayling

Burnt Bacon Lake, Cliff Lake, Dollar Lake, Fox Lake, Indian
Knife Lake, Little Washtub Lake, Lone Elk Lake, Mosquito
Lake, Otter Lake, Rough Lake, Sedge Lake, Skeeter Lake,
Spaghetti Lake, Widewater Lake

Brook Trout

Abandoned Lake, Alp Lake, Amphitheater Lake, Astral
Lake, Bald Knob Lake, Big Moose Lake, Bob Lake,
Broadwater Lake, Broadwater Meadow, Cliff Lake, Cliff
Lake, Companion Lake, Copeland Lake, Copeland Lake,
Curl Lake, Dick Lake, Estelle Lake, Farley Lake,

Golden Trout

Anchor Lake, Big Butte Lake, Desolation Lake, Pablo Lake,
Picasso Lake, Rock Tree Lake, Widowed Lake

Lake Trout

Kersey Lake

Rainbow Trout

Big Moose Lake, Cradle Lake, Cradle Lake, Fox Lake,
Gallery Lake, Granite Lake, Widewater Lake

Yellowstone Cutthroat

Albino Lake, Alp Lake, Aquarius Lake, Cloverleaf Lake
#215, Cloverleaf Lake #216, Cloverleaf Lake #217,
Cloverleaf Lake #223, Corner Lake, Crystal Lake, Dollar
Lake, Felis Lake, Flat Rock Lake, Forsaken Lake, Golden
Lake, Granite Lake, Hidden Lake, Hipsho

Yellowstone Cutthroat Trout X
Rainbow

East Rosebud Drainage

Species

Canyon Lake

Lakes

Arctic Grayling

Lost Lake

Brook Trout

Billy Lake, Cairn Lake, Crow Lake, Crow Lake, Elk Lake, Elk
Lake, Shadow Lake, Slough Lake



Brown Trout

East Rosebud Lake

Golden Trout

Dewey Lake, Duggan Lake, Little Scat Lake, Martin Lake,
Scat Lake, Sylvan Lake, Twin Outlets Lake

Rainbow Trout

East Rosebud Lake, Lower Snow Lake, Rainbow Lake,
Upper Snow Lake

Rainbow Trout X Golden Trout

Rainbow Lake, Rimrock Lake

Yellowstone Cutthroat

Arch Lake, Big Park Lake, Big Park Lake, Dewey Lake,
Dewey Lake, Duggan Lake, East Rosebud Lake, Echo Lake,
Fossil Lake, Fossil Lake, Froze To Death Lake, Froze To
Death Lake, Lake At Falls, Lost Lake, Lower Arch Creek
Lake, Medicine Lake, Phantom Lake, R

Yellowstone Cutthroat Trout X
Golden Trout

Rock Creek Drainage
Species

Lake At Falls, Twin Outlets Lake

Lakes

Arctic Grayling

Lost Lake, Lower Basin Lake

Brook Trout

Broadwater, Crescent Lake, Daly Lake, Emerald Lake, First
Rock Lake, Glacier Lake, Greenough Lake, Hellroaring Lake
#12, Hellroaring Lake #3, Hellroaring Lake #5, Hellroaring
Lake #9, Hellroaring Lakes, Keyser Brown, Lake Gertrude,
Lake Mary, Lower Basin

Rainbow Trout

Greenough Lake, Wild Bill Lake

Yellowstone Cutthroat

Slough Creek Drainage

Species

Black Canyon Lake, Bowback Lake, Daly Lake, Dude Lake,
Dude Lake, Emerald Lake, First Rock Lake, Glacier Lake,
Hairpin Lake, Hellroaring Lake #12, Hellroaring Lake #2,
Hellroaring Lake #4, Hellroaring Lake #5, Hellroaring Lake
#9, Hellroaring Lakes, Keyse

Lakes

Yellowstone Cutthroat

Stillwater Drainage
Species

Heather Lake, Horseshoe Lake, Lake Abundance, Peace
Lake

Lakes

Arctic Grayling

Chrome Lake, Saderbalm Lake

Brook Trout

Fly Lake, Glacier Creek Lake, Huckleberry Lake, Imelda
Lake, Jeff Lake, Lake Aries, Mountain View Lake, Sioux
Charley Lake, Sourdough Lake, Spider Lake

Golden Trout

Asteroid Lake, Dryad Lake, Incisor Lake, Lightning Lake,
Little Lightning Lake, Sunken Rock Lake

Rainbow Trout

Cimmerian Lake, Diaphanous Lake, Sioux Charley Lake,
Wounded Man Lake

Rainbow Trout X Golden Trout

Barrier Lake, Bill Lake, Cimmerian Lake, Dreary Lake, Lake
Pinchot, Lake Surrender, Raven Lake



Yellowstone Cutthroat

Anvil Lake, Aufwuch Lake, Beauty Lake, Cataract Lake,
Chrome Lake, Cimmerian Lake, Courthouse Lake, Favonius
Lake, Goose Lake, Jasper Lake, Jay Lake, Jordan Lake, Lake
Of The Woods, Lake Wilderness, Little Goose Lake, Martes
Lake, Mouse Lake, Mutt Lake, N

Yellowstone Cutthroat Trout X
Golden Trout

Bill Lake, Lake Surrender, Raven Lake

Yellowstone Cutthroat Trout X
Rainbow

West Rosebud Drainage
Species

Bill Lake, Lake Surrender, Owl Lake, Pipit Lake, Raven Lake

Lakes

Arctic Grayling

Princess Lake

Brook Trout

Emerald Lake, West Rosebud Lake

Brown Trout

Emerald Lake, Island Lake, Twin Lakes, West Rosebud Lake

Golden Trout

W Fishtail Cr Lk #40, W Fishtail Cr Lk #41, W Fishtail Cr Lk
#41a, W Fishtail Cr Lk #43, W Fishtail Creek Lakes

Rainbow Trout

Crater Lake, Emerald Lake, Huckleberry Lake, Island Lake,
Mystic Lake, Silver Lake, West Rosebud Lake

Yellowstone Cutthroat

Arrapooash Lake, Avalanche Lake, Beckwourth Lake,
Eedica Lake, Frenco Lake, Island Lake, Little Face Lake,
Lower Storm Lake, Nemidiji Lake, Nugget Lake, Princess
Lake, Ram Lake, Star Lake, Weeluna Lake

Yellowstone Cutthroat Trout X
Rainbow

Crazy Range
Big Timber Creek Drainage

Species

Silver Lake

Lakes

Arctic Grayling

Lower Twin Lake, Upper Twin Lake

Rainbow Trout

Blue Lake, Druckmiller Lake, Granite Lake, Pear Lake,
Thunder Lake

Yellowstone Cutthroat

Crazy Lake

Yellowstone Cutthroat Trout X
Rainbow

Cottonwood Creek Drainage
Species

Lower Twin Lake, Upper Twin Lake

Lakes

Yellowstone Cutthroat

Rock Creek Drainage
Species

Cottonwood Lake, Forest Lake

Lakes

Yellowstone Cutthroat

Swamp Creek Drainage
Species

Rock Lake, Smeller Lake

Lakes



Brook Trout Swamp Lake

Yellowstone Cutthroat Hidden Lake

Sweet Grass Creek Drainage

Species Lakes

Golden Trout Hybrid Cave Lake

Rainbow Trout Moose Lake

Yellowstone Cutthroat Campfire Lake, Cascade Lake, North Fork Lake, Sunlight

Lake














































































































































































































































































North Fork Lake

Sunlight Lake

DRAINAGE:
Location:
Section:
Marcuson’s Code:

Access:

Sweet Grass Creek ELEV: 8500
46.10975, -110.38967 ACREAGE: 8.0
4N11E8 DEPTH: 34 FT
26

Follow the Cattle Trail up the north fork -3 1/2 miles from the

DRAINAGE: Sweet Grass Creek ELEV: 8150
Location: 46.11105, -110.37945 ACREAGE: 4.5
Section: 4N11E8A DEPTH: 6 FT
Marcuson's Code: 25
Access: Up north fork of sweet Grass Creek Via Trail from sweet Grass
Creek.
TRAILHEAD: DISTANCE: TRAIL: ELEVUP: ELEVDOWN:
Sweet Grass Creek 13 (13) +2,100 -200
SPECIES PRESENT ABUNDANCE STATUS
Yellowstone Cutthroat Common Self-Sustained

Last sample: 2001

Year Species Caught #of fish Avelength(in) Range(in
2001 Y ellowstone Cutthroat 28 10.5 6.4-12.9
1990 Y ellowstone Cutthroat 37 9.5 6.3-14
Stocking History Stocking Plan

1949: Rainbow Trout (10000 fish)
1938: Yellowstone Cutthroat (22350 fish)

Comments:  One of the few cutthroat fisheries that is self-sustaining. Spawning
areas are found in the split flows of the inlet and also in the outlet.
Shoreline is 50% rock, 40% grass, and 10% trees.

Camp sites:  Campsites & firewood available. Good Trail. Moderate use.

Survey Notes:
Fish can move to a small pond in the outlet. Sunlight Lake sits just above. Several
other small lakes nearby. Sample with Sunlight Lake.

maintained trail up sweet Grass Creek.

TRAILHEAD: DISTANCE: TRAIL: ELEVUP: ELEVDOWN:
Sweet Grass Creek 13.5 (13.5) +2,500 -200
SPECIES PRESENT ABUNDANCE STATUS

Yellowstone Cutthroat Common Stocked

Last sample: 2001

Year Species Caught #of fish Avelength(in) Range(in)
2001 Y ellowstone Cutthroat 13 13.9 13-15
1990 Y ellowstone Cutthroat 15 11.9 7.1-15.2
Stocking History Stocking Plan

2010: Yellowstone Cutthroat (1000 fish) 2018: Yellowstone Cutthroat (1000 fish)
2002: Yellowstone Cutthroat (1000 fish)
1994: Yellowstone Cutthroat (1000 fish)

Comments:  Stocked every 8 years. The lake sits just above timberline in an open
basin. Shoreline is 40% grass, 60% rocks. Good Trail. Eb planted '37,
RB ‘41, CT 39, ‘74, '78, '82.

Camp sites: Campsites available close below the lake. Wood is scarce.

Survey Notes:

Outlet spawning area and Little Lake in outlet have some gravel-size substrate. Self-

sustaining cutthroats exist in North Fork Lake located just downstream.
CT's planted in 1982. 2001 net set for 44 hours.
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