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PART I. PROPOSED ACTION DESCRIPTION

1.

Type of proposed state action:

In 2008, 4.8 acres of land along the Yellowstone River near Hysham was donated to
Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks (FWP) for the purpose of providing additional public access
to the Yellowstone River and developing a fishing access site (FAS). FWP proposes to
acquire a permanent right-of-way easement on 1.8 acres of accreted land located between
the FAS and the Yellowstone River from the Montana Department of Natural Resources and
Conservation (DNRC). FWP also proposes to develop the Amelia Island FAS and the
accreted land adjacent to the FAS. Proposed developments include a designated parking
area, a singlewide concrete boat ramp; a concrete vault latrine, informational signs,
additional fencing, and improvements to the access road.

Agency authority for the Proposed Action:

The 1977 Montana Legislature enacted Section 87-1-605, Montana Code Annotated (MCA),
which directs Montana Fish Wildlife and Parks (FWP) to acquire, develop and operate a
system of fishing accesses. The legislature earmarked a funding account to ensure that the
fishing access site program would be implemented. Section 87-1-303, MCA, authorizes the
collection fees and charges for the use of fishing access sites, and contains rule-making
authority for their use, occupancy, and protection. Furthermore, Section 23-1-110, MCA, and
Administrative Rules of Montana (ARM) 12.2.433 guides public involvement and comment
for the improvements at state parks and fishing access sites, which this document provides.

ARM 12.8.602 requires the Department to consider the wishes of the public, the capacity of
the site for development, environmental impacts, long-range maintenance, protection of
natural features and impacts on tourism as these elements relate to development or
improvement to fishing access sites or state parks. This document will illuminate the facets
of the proposed action in relation to this rule. See Appendix A for HB 495 qualification.

Name of project:
Amelia Island Fishing Access Site Proposed Right-of-Way Easement Acquisition and
Development

Project sponsor:

Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks, Region 7
352 1-94 Business Loop

Miles City, MT 59301

(406) 234-0900

Anticipated Schedule:

Estimated Public Comment Period: March - April 2013
Estimated Decision Notice: May 2013

Commission Approval Requested to Proceed: June 2013
Estimated Commencement Date: Fall 2013



Estimated Completion Date: Winter 2013

Current Status of Project Design (% complete): 35%

Location:

Amelia Island FAS is located along the Yellowstone River 1.5 miles north of Hysham,
Montana on Pumphouse Road in Treasure County, SE1/4 Section 32, Township 7 North,
Range 36 East (Figures 1 and 2).

Figure 1. General Location of Amelia Island FAS.

Figure 2. Highway Location of Amelia Island FAS.




Figure 3. Amelia Island FAS Parcel Map, Aerial View.
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NOTE: Amelia Island FAS is outlined in blue while the remainder of land highlighted in pink is the
Amelia Island Wildlife Management Area. The proposed right-of-way acquisition is highlighted in

yellow.
7. Project size -- estimate the number of acres that would be directly affected
that are currently:
Acres Acres
(@) Developed: (d) Floodplain _ 0
Residential _ 0
Industrial _ 0 (e) Productive:
Irrigated cropland _ 0
(b) Open Space/ _0 Dry cropland _ 0
Woodlands/Recreation Forestry _ 0
(c) Wetlands/Riparian _ 2 Rangeland _ 0
Areas Other _ 0



The parcel of Amelia Island FAS owned in fee title by FWP is 4.8 acres. Upon acquisition of
the right-of-way easement on the accreted 1.8-acre parcel, the total acreage of Amelia Island
FAS would be 6.6 acres.

Photo 1. View of pioneered parking area at Amelia Island FAS.




Figure 4. Amelia Island FAS Overall Site Plan and Proposed Right-of-Way Easement
Acquisition.

Figure 5. Amelia Island Preliminary Concept Site Plan.
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