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SECTION 1 - EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  
  
In terms of visitor use, the 2013 Smith River State Park & River Corridor float season began 
somewhat slow in April then slowly picked up steam, eventually peaking during the month of 
June setting an all-time record for the month with 2,354 floaters.  Conversely, a 5-day river 
closure in early July, combined with hot, dry weather conditions and quickly dropping river 
flows promptly ended the float season by mid July.  These factors resulted in the lowest use 
in July (473 floaters) since the drought year of 2007.  The river flows peaked on June 04 with 
a mean daily flow 1,110 cfs.  The lowest mean daily flow was recorded on August 21 at 55 
cfs.               
 
A record number 6,662 private launch applications were received for the 2013 float season, 
an 8.2% increase from the 6,156 applications received in 2012.  A total of 531 private groups 
floated the Smith River, involving 3,883 individual floaters, compared to the 21-year average 
of private use of 538 groups, with 3,371 people.  The average group size for private groups 
was a record high 7.31 people per group.  The overall average group size, which factors all 
groups, was also a record at 7.50 people per group.  Private permitted floats accounted for 
85% of total floaters and 87% of total groups.    
 
The 8 authorized commercial outfitting companies conducted a total of 40 trips involving 509 
floaters (including both clients and guides), as compared to the 21-year average of outfitted 
use of 47 groups per year with 555 people.  Outfitted floats accounted for 11% of total 
floaters and 7% of total groups. 
 
An official river closure to recreational floating was enacted for public safety July 6-10, due to 
numerous reports of multiple food conditioned, human habituated black bears frequenting 
boat camps.  The majority of activity occurred in the lower third of the river, specifically 
between the Stagmiller and Rattlesnake Bend boat camps.  An FWP ñPermit to Destroy 
Game Animals Causing Damageò was issued by Regional Supervisor Gary Bertellotti and 
five offending black bears were dispatched by Park and Game Wardens, with assistance 
from USDA Wildlife Services.  The river was officially reopened on July 11.        
 
The qualitative social indicator which measures satisfaction levels related to ñencounters with 
other boats while floating the riverò is the basis for assessing floater satisfaction with the 
overall level of solitude on the Smith River.  95% of the floaters fell into the range of ñNeutral 
to Liked Very Much.ò  The threshold at which responses begin to near the ñNeutral to 
Dislikedò range began when floaters encountered between 4 and 5 boats per hour.  However, 
itôs important to note that floaters very infrequently encountered 5 or more boats per hour.  
These results are a strong indication of high floater satisfaction with the overall level of 
solitude.   
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SECTION 2 - MANAGEMENT ACTIVITIES 

  
Staffing  

Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks R-4 and USFS employees involved with the 2013 Smith River State 
Park & River Corridor program included:  

Å Colin Maas ï Smith River Manager 

Å Matt Marcinek ï Region 4 Parks Manager 
Å John Metrione ï USFS Resource Specialist    
Å Nate Kluz ï FWP River Ranger  
Å Jay Pape ï FWP River Ranger 
Å Josh Stoudt ï FWP Park Warden 
Å Don Mendenhal ï USFS River Ranger 
Å Diana Hoy ï Smith River Reservation Clerk 

 
Numerous other FWP employees from the R-4 and Helena Headquarters office, as well as individuals 
from the Lewis and Clark and Helena National Forests, played a role in a team effort to make the 
Smith River State Park & River Corridor program work successfully.   

 
Fee Revenue  
  
The following floater fees (year-round) were approved for the 2013 season by means of the 
December 2012 Smith River State Park Biennial Rule:  

  
¶ Permit application fee (residents and non-residents, non-refundable) = $10.00  

¶ Montana Resident Floaters Age 13+, Outfitter Staff = $25.00  

¶ Non-Montana Resident Floaters Age 13+ = $60.00  

¶ Children Ages 6-12 (Resident or Non-resident) = $15.00  

¶ Landowner Non-Immediate Family = $7.50  

¶ Outfitted Client Floater = $100.00  

¶ Outfitted Launch Fee = $200.00 

¶ Outfitted Transfer Fee = $250.00  

 
Total ñfloater feeò revenue collected in 2013 was $164,840.  Direct expenditures for personal services 
and operations in 2013 were approximately $185,500.  Floater fee revenues increased by $787.50 as 
compared to 2012 revenues.  

GRAPH 1:  FLOATER FEES COLLECTED IN 2013 
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Total ñother feeò revenue collected in 2013 was $82,061.  Other fee revenues increased by 
$1,007 as compared to 2012 revenues.  

GRAPH 2:  OTHER FEES COLLECTED IN 2013 
 

 
Special Projects Completed  
  
The following special projects were accomplished in 2013: 
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River Land Management, LLC, to spray noxious weeds within the corridor.  Mr. 
Davis performed an 11-day float in mid July treating over 65 acres in all 52 boat 
camps. 

ü A group of volunteers from Missoula performed 1
st
 annual weed pull float, pulling 

Hounds Tongue, Thistle and Knapweed, continuing the important work that had 
been performed by volunteers from Malmstrom AFB for several years.      

ü Smith River Habitat Project (SRHP) members performed 7
th
 annual fall weed spray 

within boat camps and private land.  Approximately 45 acres were sprayed 
between Cow Coulee and Paradise Bend Boat Camps.   

ü Nigel Davis, West River Land Management, with assistance from Jim Murphy 
(cabin owner), sprayed noxious weeds on public and private lands within the 
corridor treating approximately 100 acres in the fall. 

ü Four hazard trees felled at Middle Trout Creek boat camp. 
ü On-going bucking and cleanup of downed tree at Middle Cow Coulee.   
ü Trail clearing and maintenance of downed trees on Indian Cave trail. 
ü Removal of strainers below landing of In Lieu boat camp. 
ü All boat camps GPSôd including information on landing zones for helicopters for 

inclusion into emergency response manual.   
ü Mark Bodily, USFS archeologist, conducted preliminary cultural survey of several 

boat camps discovering lithic scatter and other cultural resources.  More intensive 
cultural surveying will follow at preselected boat camps.                   

 

Administrative and Management Actions 
 
ü River closed to recreational floating for public safety July 6-10 due to numerous 

reports of multiple aggressive, food conditioned and human habituated black bears 
frequenting boat camps between Staigmiller and Rattlesnake boat camps.  A 
ñPermit To Destroy Game Animals Causing Damageò was issued and five black 
bears were dispatched by Park and Game Wardens, with assistance from USDA 
Wildlife Services.   

ü A temporary Inter-Agency Bear Management Committee was developed and met 
three times in the fall of 2013.  The committee recommended to the FWP Director 
to pursue a mandatory food storage rule beginning 2015. 

ü ñBe Bear Awareò information is drafted and posted on the Smith River State Park 
website.  A rack card containing similar information is developed and will be 
inserted into the 2014 Floater Packet.   

ü AmeriCorps Member was recruited and will assist with educational efforts related to 
proper food storage while recreating on the Smith River.           

ü USFS funded a river ranger position for the 5
th
 consecutive year.  In 2013, the 

USFS Ranger assisted the State Park Rangers with the Camp Baker administrative 
duties as well as the majority of river patrols. 

ü R-4 State Parks was awarded a second Recreational Trails Project (RTP) Grant 
which is used to fund one of the two temporary river ranger positions during the 
2013 and 2014 seasons.  The 2012 grant is closed out and expenditures began on 
the 2013 grant.  Park manager submited an application for a 2014 grant. 

ü New Point of Sale (P.O.S.) system goes live.  Cash drawer and receipt printer are 
installed in the Ranger Station.  Daily revenues, bank deposits and remittances are 
now reported utilizing this system.   

ü Recruited an additional back-up volunteer site host for Eden Bridge.        
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SECTION 3 - VISITOR USE STATISTICS  

Private Launch Applications  

GRAPH 3:  NUMBER OF APPLICANTS PER YEAR 

 
No-Shows 
A total of 51 permit holders were no-shows.  No-shows are restricted from applying in 2014.       
 
Cancellations 
A total of 661 permits were cancelled.  The cancelled permits are made available to the 
public.      
 
First-Time Floaters:  Private Permits 
Of the 531 private group permit holders that floated the Smith River in 2013, 112 (21%) were 
first-time floaters.      
 
Floater Logs  
Of the 571 private and outfitted groups that floated, 322 (56%) returned a floater log. 

The 2013 crew! 

216
640

1293

2437

3772

3076
3656

4294
4252

3752
3277

3833 3884

4578

5012

5823

5704 5346
5633

6156

6662

0
500

1000
1500
2000
2500
3000
3500
4000
4500
5000
5500
6000
6500
7000

1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

NUMBER OF APPLICATIONS RECEIVED PER YEAR



6 
 

2013 FLOATER LOG COMMENT SUMMARY 
 
CAMPSITE QUESTIONS:  
  
Question: Overall, how satisfied were you with this boat camp?  

GRAPH 4: BOAT CAMP SATISFACTION 

 
Question: Did you feel crowded by other groups occupying adjacent or nearby boat  
                  camps? 
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FLOATING QUESTIONS  
  
Question: How many other boats did you observe while floating the river today (excluding 
your group)?  

GRAPH 6:  FLOATER PERCEPTION OF NUMBER OF BOATS SEEN PER HOUR 
 

GRAPH 7:  FLOATER PERCEPTION OF NUMBER OF BOATS SEEN PER MILE 
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Question: How did you feel about the number of other boats observed on the water while 
floating the river today?  
 

GRAPH 8:  FLOATER PERCEPTION OF NUMBER OF BOATS SEEN PER DAY 
  

 
 

GRAPH 9:  FLOATER PERCEPTION OF NUMBER OF BOATS SEEN PER DAY ï 
OVERALL PERCENT OF RESPONSE 
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GRAPH 10:  FLOATER PERCEPTION OF NUMBER OF BOATS SEEN PER DAY ï OVERALL  
RESPONSE PER HOUR 
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Question #3:  Did you feel crowded at the put-in?  Yes or No 

GRAPH 11:  FLOATER PERCEPTION OF FEELING CROWDED AT CAMP BAKER PUT-IN 
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Question #4:  Did you feel crowded at the take-out?  Yes or No 
 

GRAPH 12:  FLOATER PERCEPTION OF FEELING CROWDED AT EDEN BRIDGE TAKE-OUT 
 
 
 
Question # 6:  Please rate your overall satisfaction with your Smith River trip. 
 

GRAPH 13:  FLOATER OVERALL SATISFACTION WITH SMITH RIVER TRIP 
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Boat Camp Overnight Use 
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Visitor Use Trends ï Average Group Size 

 

GRAPH 14:  AVERAGE GROUP SIZE PER YEAR ï PRIVATE GROUPS 
 
 

GRAPH 15:  AVERAGE GROUP SIZE PER YEAR ï OUTFITTED GROUPS 
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GRAPH 16:  AVERAGE GROUP SIZE PER YEAR ï ALL GROUPS COMBINED 

 
 
 
Visitor Use Trends ï Number of Floaters Per Year 
 

GRAPH 17:  NUMBER OF FLOATERS PER YEAR 
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