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Homeowner’s Wildlife 

Attractants Evaluation

HOMEOWNER’S NAME: _________________________

DATE:______PHONE_________________

ADDRESS: 


CITY: __________________________________________

Has there been a problem with wildlife?  Yes___ No___    If yes, what species? 



AVAILABILITY OF ATTRACTANTS
Salt:  Yes___  No___ 

Garbage Containers:


Storage:  Outside___ Inside___
Description:_______________________________   




a) If stored inside, are doors kept closed:  Yes___ No___ 




b) If stored outside, in enclosure:  Yes___ No___ 



Animal-Proof Container:  Yes___ No___ 



Garbage is Placed Out for Pick-up:  Day before___ Morning__ Owner Removed___

Overall Score:
10
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wildlife safe






not trying
Pet/Livestock Feed:


Present:  Yes___ No___ 
 

 

If yes, stored:  Inside___ Outside___ 



a) Animal-Proof Container: Yes__ No___ f



b) Food Available Overnight: Yes ___No___ 

Overall Score:
10
9
8
7
6
5
4
3
2
1



wildlife save






not trying

Bird Feeders:



Present:  Yes___ No___   




a) Hung From:  Tree___ Porch/House___Pole___Other___ 




b) Approximate Height From Ground: 








c) Type of Food: 











d) Spilled Food Cleaned Up:  Yes___No___

Overall Score:
10
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Compost Pile:



Present:  Yes___ No___



Fenced:  Yes___ No___ 
    
If yes, type of fencing: 



Gardens / Orchards / Fruit Trees (Circle Which Applies):



Present:  Yes___No___ 

Description:________________________________



Fencing:  Yes___No___ 

If yes, type of fencing: 






Deer Proof:  Yes___ No__ 
Harvesting Practice (If owner present): 


Beehives:



Present:  Yes___ No___ 

Electric Fencing:  Yes___ No ___



Fencing Distance From Ground: 







  

On Platforms:  Yes___ No___ 
Metal Poles Supporting Platforms:  Yes___ No___ 

Overall Score:
10
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wildlife safe
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Total Score:_____ 

FWP Contact: ________________________________

WILDLIFE ATTRACTANTS THAT MAY SURPRISE YOU!

Pet Food

Bird Feeders

BBQ

Grain

Salt block

Deer feeding station

Crystal lyx

Salt licks

Carcass (e.g. dead cow or deer)

Hanging deer carcass

Open doors

Chicken coop

Garbage dumpsters

Compost piles

Gardens

Orchards

Berry Bushes-domestic and wild

Squirrel Feeders

Hot tub covers—some bears are very curious about hot tubs

Grain fallen between the walls of old barns or sheds

Nearby rotting stumps 

MONTANA FISH, WILDLIFE & PARKS

Living With Black Bears, Grizzly Bears and Lions

RESIDENTIAL ASSESSMENT FOR WILDLIFE ATTRACTANTS

Homeowner's Name:____________________________
Date:_______

Address: ____________________________________________________

Do you have problems with wildlife?

Yes___      No ___ 

If yes, what species: Deer___   Bear___ Mountain Lion___ Raccoon___ Skunk___ Woodpecker___ Name Any Other ______________

Is the residential area fenced:  Yes___ No___

Are any livestock areas fenced: Yes___ No___


If yes, what type of fencing:______________________________

Feeding Wildlife is Unlawful 

In knowingly or unknowingly feeding wildlife you also feed more than one species. When big game species are attracted to your yard they could in turn attract mountain lions. 

Is salt provided for deer:
Yes___ No___

Is wildlife fed outside of the house:  Yes__ No___

Are birds routinely fed outside of the house:  Yes___ No___

Do gardens or orchards provide food sources to wildlife:  Yes___ No___

Overall Score:
10
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wildlife safe
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Garbage Containers

Garbage is a significant wildlife attractant.

Are containers accessible to wildlife:  Yes___ No___

Is there an odor: Yes___ No___

Are garbage receptacles stored: Inside___ Outside___

If inside, in a garage for example, are the doors kept securely closed:  Yes___ No___

If garbage receptacles are stored outside, is it in a secure enclosure: Yes___ No ___

Are the receptacles covered with lids: Yes___ No___

Is garbage placed for pick-up: Evening before______ Morning of______

Were you aware there are now bear-proof garbage receptacles available: Yes__ No__

Overall Score:
10
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Pet/Livestock Feed

All feed needs to be secured from wildlife.

Is pet or livestock feed present:  Yes___ No___

Is storage: Inside___ Outside___

Are animal-proof containers used: Yes___ No___

Is food left available to pets or livestock overnight: Yes___ No___

Overall Score:
10
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Birdfeeders

Birdfeeders are best reserved for winter months when bears are hibernating.

Are birdfeeders present: Yes___    No___

Hung from: A Tree___ Porch/House___ Pole___ Other___

Approximate height from the ground: ____

Bird food: Suet __ Seed___ Hummingbird Food___ Peanut Butter with seed___ Peanuts___ Honey____

Is spilled food picked up: Yes___ No___

Overall Score:
10
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wildlife safe
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Other Attractants

Compost Piles

Compost piles are not recommended. Wildlife-proof composting is available.

Are compost piles present:  Yes___ No___

Are compost piles distant from the woods or other cover:  Yes___  No___

Because compost piles attract wildlife it is important that they be easily visible and away from wildlife cover to prevent surprising a wild animals and creating dangerous conflicts.

Gardens/ Orchards/Fruit Trees

Fruit and vegetables should be harvested in a timely way.

Fruit and vegetables present: Yes___ No___

Fenced: Yes___ No___

Type of fence: _________________

Deer-proof: Yes____ No _____

Harvesting practices:_________________________________________

Shrubs/Dense Vegetation

Shrubs and dense vegetation attracts wildlife and serves as cover for them to travel easily through.

Present:  Yes ___ No___

Close to the house:  Yes___ No___

Will it attract deer: Yes___ No___

Can it be removed: Yes___ No___

Are deer-resistant plants used: Yes___ No___

Is the homeowner willing to replace any plants that do attract wildlife:  Yes___ No___

Overall Score:
10
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Pet/Livestock Pens

Large livestock species are relatively safe from wildlife, while sheep, pigs and poultry tend to be vulnerable.

Is livestock present:  Yes___ No___

Less than 50 yards from the woods:  Yes___ No___

Fencing:  Yes___ No___

Electric fence:  Yes___ No___

Other fencing:____________________________________

Overall Score:
10
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Porches and Decking

Porches and decking can provide shelter for wildlife.

Porches and decking present: Yes___ No___

Wildlife accessible open spaces beneath: Yes___ No___

Fencing or screen in place to prevent wildlife from entering: Yes___ No___

Overall Score:
10
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Barns/Old Structures

Barns and old structures need to be cleaned, sealed and checked often.

Are these structures present:  Yes___ No___

Are they properly sealed to prevent wildlife entry:  Yes___ No___

Are wildlife attractants stored in the structure: Yes___ No___

Are any wildlife attractants stored in wildlife-proof containers: Yes___ No___

Overall Score:
10
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Rock Piles/Wood Piles

Rock piles and woodpiles often serve as habitat for small wildlife.

Are rock piles or woodpiles located in the outdoor living area:  Yes___ No___

Are they posing an observable source of wildlife/human conflict? Yes___ No__

Can they be removed: Yes___ No___

Overall Score:
10
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Beehives

Elevating beehives is effective, but electronic fencing is ideal to protect them from bears and other wildlife.

Are beehives present: Yes___ No___

Are hives protected with electrical fencing: Yes___ No___

Distance from the ground of electrical fencing:  __________________

Are the beehives on platforms:  Yes________ No_______

Are there metal poles supporting the platforms: Yes______ No______

Overall Score:
10
9
8
7
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2
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_______________________________________________________________________

Attractants Scoring Key

Excellent: 100  Fair: 75 Poor: 60 or less

_______________________________________________________________________

The scoring on this evaluation sets a high bar. That is because even a single wildlife attractant—such as apples collecting under an apple tree or hanging ripened on the tree in the fall—will virtually guarantee that a bear or other wildlife species appears on your property. You'll know that you have done enough when you no longer receive regular visits from Montana's wildlife.

Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks Evaluator:______________________________

Landowner:____________________________________________

Address:_______________________________________________

Phone:_________________________________________________

Thank You For Participating In This Evaluation!
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Attractants Scoring Key





Wildlife Safe: 40


Not Wildlife Friendly: 25+


Dangerous to Wildlife: 20-
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