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Mike Gurnett: For years, folks have been figuring out ways to live, work, vacation, or retire near Livingston just so they could fish the Yellowstone River in the Paradise Valley.

Mike Gurnett: (On Camera) This summer the local anglers have been coming to the river just like they always do, but what’s different is they’re often times leaving their fishing rod in it’s case.

Bob Wiltshire: Because weeds impact aquatic habitat it makes them of vital interest to fishermen as well as to ranchers and other landowners.  Groups of anglers like Trout Unlimited and the Federation of Flyfishers volunteer a day of their fishing time to come out of the river and help us ma p these weeds so we begin to identify where they are.

Tess Wood: Once we see a weed on the bank we push the mark button on the GPS and you write down what the weed is and how much of it that we saw.  

Tess Wood: (On Camera) I transfer all of those way-points that we just marked  onto a topo map on the computer and I can go through then and click on any way-point now on the map and I can type in what we had noted, so whether is was an infestation or just a one spot plant.

Bob Wiltshire: The next step to this project will be trying to come up with control strategies so that we can actually stop the spread of these weeds and maybe even roll them back from places they exist today.

 Mike Gurnett: Vehicles are major carriers of the seeds of these invasive species and after spending a day intensely looking for these noxious weeds, you can’t help but think more about where you’re going to drive, where you’re going to park and what you’re going to pull. This is Mike Gurnett, out among Montana’s fish, wildlife and parks.  

