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“WILDLIFE SURVEY”

WINSTON GREELY:  EACH SPRING WILDLIFE BIOLOGIST JERRY BROWN HEADS OUT TO SURVEY ELK IN NORTHWEST MONTANA.

JERRY BROWN:  PEOPLE SAY “YOU ARE DOING A GAME COUNT,” NO I’M NOT DOING A GAME COUNT PERSAY, I’M DOING CLASSIFICATION RATIOS TO FIND OUT IF THE CALF PRODUCTION IS UP OR IT’S DOWN FOR MOOSE OR ELK. 

WINSTON GREELY: IT IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR JERRY OR ANY OTHER BIOLOGIST TO COUNT EVERY ELK OR MOOSE IN THE STATE. SO, THEY USE A METHOD WHERE THEY FLY A SPECIFIC ROUTE CALLED A TREND AREA. WHEN THEY SEE ELK, BIOLOGISTS CLASSIFY THEM BY SEX AND AGE. THESE RATIOS ARE THEN COMPARED TO PRIOR SURVEYS TO DETERMINE THE POPULATION TREND FOR THAT DISTRICT AND IN TURN IS THE WAY BIOLOGISTS ADJUST THE HUNTING SEASONS FOR UPCOMING YEARS. 

JERRY BROWN: IF YOU SEE THAT THE CALF COW RATIO IS GOING UP AND THE BULL COW RATIO IS GOING UP YOU CAN SAY “I CAN BE MORE LIBERAL.” AND THERE IS CERTAIN CRITERIA YOU HAVE TO HIT WITHIN THE ELK PLAN THAT SAYS, “WHEN YOU GET TO THOSE LEVELS FOR A COUPLE OF YEARS THEN YOU CAN CHANGE THE SEASON STRUCTURE.”

WINSTON GREELY: WHILE THIS WILDLIFE METHODOLOGY MAY SEEM STRAIGHTFORWARD, IT IS AN ESSENTIAL COMPONENT FOR MAINTAINING MONTANA’S HEALTHY WILDLIFE POPULATIONS. 

JERRY BROWN: THIS IS THE NUTS AND BOLTS OF WHAT THIS AGENCY DOES WE KEEP TRACK OF POPULATION LEVELS FOR VARIOUS SPECIES. 

WINSTON GREELY: WINSTON GREELY HIGH ABOVE MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARKS.

