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Mike Gurnett:  When it comes to taking a look at rangeland in the American West, there’s before the wire and after the wire.

Mike Gurnett: (On Camera) Barbed wire has long been used by ranchers as a management tool for domestic livestock and now here in the Madison Valley some subtle changes are being made in the way rancher use wire that are paying big dividends for wildlife migration.

Jeff Laszla: (On Camera) Here’s an example of a fence on our ranch which is obviously old and we’re going to be improving this because it is higher than we need, it is lower than we need, it doesn’t allow antelope to get under it,  it doesn’t allow elk to get over it and they can get easily trapped in here.

Marina Smith: One of the first projects we did was replace eight miles of page-wire fencing which was along the highway 

Marina Smith: (On Camera) with this type of fencing that I’m standing in front of.  The top wire can be dropped which facilitates the movement of elk and deer.  The bottom wires are sixteen to eighteen inches high which allows the antelope to move easily underneath them.

Craig Jourdonnais: and it meets kind of our criteria

Craig Jourdonnais: (On Camera) and is in a wildlife sensitive spot then there’s a good possibility that we are able to const-share fence construction through our agency. 

Jeff Laszlo:  As you can see here wildlife went through and took this wire out.  With these wildlife friendly fences you actually end up saving money because you have less maintenance. 

Mike Gurnett: So when the livestock are grazing their summer range, the fence is intact.   Then when the cattle are moved to their winter range and the wildlife begin their migration, the top strand of the fence is lowered, pretty simple and pretty effective.   This is Mike Gurnett, out among Montana’s fish, wildlife and parks.  

