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Mike Gurnett:  Properly handling a crosscut saw or balancing the load on a pack mule,

Mike Gurnett: (On Camera) when it comes to being self-sufficient in the backcountry, there are a lot of things that you just can’t learn from a book.  It takes one-on-one instruction, hands-on experience, and lots of practice. 

Mack Long: We started out with crosscut saw training,

Mack Long: (On Camera) we want people to be able to when they are going down trails be able to clear those trails out.  Then we did horse saddling, horse safety and then kind of an introduction to riding for some that hadn’t been riding very much.  We had them manty up loads and put those loads on the mules and tied the stock together and just showed them how it all works and fits together.

Mack Long: We also went through bear spray training today. Bear spray is something that we suggest all of our people carry and so we wanted to provide some training for that.

Amber Steed: It just gives you more confidence as you go through different trainings like this and experiences to do

Amber Steed: (On Camera) more work in the backcountry and be more comfortable being out there for extended periods of time and know you are capable of getting the job done and doing it safely.

Jim Miller: When you see people struggling in the backcountry and you can give them a tip

Jim Miller: (On Camera) and you see how happy they are, how easy things are for them, it makes this all worth it.

Mike Gurnett: In this day and age being a game warden or a fish and wildlife biologist in an area that still requires this kind of training says a lot about what our State has to offer. This is Mike Gurnett, out among Montana’s fish, wildlife and parks.

