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“WHO IS DAVID THOMPSON?”

WINSTON GREELY: IN 1807 JUST AS LEWIS AND CLARK WERE WRAPPING UP THEIR CROSS COUNTRY EXPEDITION A MAN WORKING FOR THE NORTH WEST FUR TRADING COMPANY CROSSED INTO NORTHWEST MONTANA. EVENTUALLY THIS MAN WOULD MAP MOST OF CANADA AND TRAVEL MORE THAN 5 TIMES THE DISTANCE THAN LEWIS AND CLARK AND HE WOULD DO IT ON HIS OWN.

JIM WILLIAMS: DAVID THOMPSEN WAS PROBABLY ONE OF THE MOST RUGGED, SELF-SUSTAINING, BACKCOUNTRY EXPLORERS THAT HAS EVER EXISTED. 

WINSTON GREELY: THIS EXPLORER, SURVEYOR, MAP MAKER AND NATURALIST’S JOURNEY INTO MONTANA LED TO THE STATE’S FIRST FUR TRADING POST WEST OF THE ROCKIES.

BRUCE STERLING: HIS MARK ON SANDERS COUNTY IS WELL DOCUMENTED; YOU HAVE THOMPSON RIVER, THOMPSON FALLS, THOMPSON PASS, THOMPSON PEAK.

WINSTON GREELY: NOW ON THE BICENNTENIAL ANNIVERSARY OF THOMPSONS FIRST JOURNEY INTO MONTANA, YOU TOO CAN TRAVEL ALONG HIS ROUTE AND BASICALLY SEE WHAT HE SAW THANKS IN LARGE PART TO A CONSERVATION EASEMENT THAT HAS PRESERVED A MAJORITY OF HIS ROUTE. 

JIM WILLIAMS: THOMPSONS ROUTE FROM THE KOOTENAI TO THE CLARK FORK INDIRECTLY WAS CONSERVED BY THIS PROJECT. 

WINSTON GREELY: THIS CONSERVATION EASEMENT RUNS FROM THE LIBBY DAM SOUTH TO THOMPSON FALLS. THIS WILL HELP PROTECT WILDLIFE HABITAT AND SECURE PUBLIC ACCESS FOR GENERATIONS TO COME. 

JIM WILLIAMS: THE CONSERVATION EASEMENT MAINTAINS A WORKING LANDSCAPE, WHAT IT PROHIBITS IS SUBDIVISION SO YOU ARE ALWAYS GOING TO HAVE A WILD LANDSCAPE.

WINSTON GREELY: DAVID THOMPSON DIED IMPOVERISHED AND UNKNOWN, BUT TODAY HIS ACCOMPLISHMENTS ARE BEING ACKNOWLEDGED AND HIS JOURNEY IS NOW SOMETHING that you too can follow. winston greely out among montana’s fish, wildlife and parks.

