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Mike Gurnett: Westslope cutthroat trout, one of Montana’s native fish exists in approximately 2 percent of their original range in the upper Missouri River drainage. 

Mike Gurnett: (On Camera) Two of the causes for the westslope’s decline are competition and hybridization with non-native trout.  But now the species is gaining ground thanks to a program that offers landowners the chance to give the fish a helping hand.

Travis Horton: The candidate conservation agreement with assurances is 

Travis Horton: a provision under the endangered species act, which allows for the proactive conservation of a species, hopefully preventing their need to be listed.

Dave Moser: What we did today is transfer

Dave Moser: (On Camera) a genetically pure population from a headwaters stream to a stream on private property.  The stream that we transferred fish to doesn’t currently have fish because non-native fish, competitors to westslope trout, were removed.  This stream that we put fish into historically probably had westslope cutthroat trout.

Dave Moser: We expect because of the size of the stream, the quality of the habitat, and the fact there is a reservoir that the stream runs into, this fishery will produce relatively large cutthroat trout and large numbers of cutthroat trout.

Travis Horton: Because of this landowners willingness to enter into the agreement, today westslope cutthroat trout have picked up seven miles of stream habitat in addition to a forty acre reservoir.

Mike Gurnett: As it has been in the past and is proved once again today, private landowners play a critical role in the restoration of Montana’s fish and wildlife. This is Mike Gurnett, out among Montana’s fish, wildlife and parks.  

