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“WEED PATROL”

flora brain: does anyone HAVE A GUT FEELING GUESS ON THIS ONE? 

WINSTON GREELY: this will not be your average camping trip.

nathan queener: we want to see is if there is any of that species near by.

winston greely: these volunteers are preparing to assist the wilderness institute on a three day weed expedition into the gates of the mountains wilderness area.

FLORA BRAIN: WHEN OUR NATIVE PLANT COMMUNITIES ARE DISPLACED BY NOXIOUS WEEDS, IT REALLY HAS MAJOR AFFECTS ON OUR WILDLIFE POPULATIONS, THEIR MIGRATION PATTERNS AND ALL SORTS OF THINGS THAT TRICKLE DOWN.

WINSTON GREELY: THIS IS PART OF A BROADER PROGRAM DESIGNED TO MAP NOXIOUS WEEDS IN ALL OF MONTANA’S WILDERNESS AREAS.

nathan queener: the idea is to give the forest service THE DATA THAT THEY NEED SO THEY CAN DO A BETTER JOB AT MANAGING THESE AREAS. 

winston greely: to get a comprehensive map of noxious weeds, organizers use a gps computer to input a variety of weed data. then if it’s possible they will remove the weeds in the area. AND while THIS CAN BE HARD WORK, VOLUNTEERS GET TO DO IT IN MONTANA’S BACK COUNTRY.

nathan queener: SEEING PEOPLE CONNECT WITH THESE AREAS THAT ARE A VERY IMPORTANT VALUABLE PART OF WHY WE LIVE IN MONTANA.

winston greely: so if you are hiking through the back country this summer and come across a trail of pulled weeds, IT COULD BE THAT the weed patrol has been through mapping AND PULLING weeds along the way. WINSTON GREELY OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE AND NOXIOUS WEEDS.

