FWP Outdoor Report Script

12/18/08

“WARMING WILDLIFE”

WINSTON GREELY:  WHAT IF LIVINGSTON WAS MONTANANS TOP BASS FISHING DESTINATION? WHAT IF MONTANA’S SAGE BRUSH GRASSLANDS WERE JUST GRASS? THESE ARE ALL QUESTIONS FISH AND WILDLIFE MANAGERS ARE ADDRESSING AT A CONFERENCE ON HOW CLIMATE CHANGE MIGHT AFFECT MONTANA’S WILDLIFE.

CHRIS SMITH: WHAT WE ARE TRYING TO DO HERE TODAY IS THINK ABOUT SOME POSSIBLE FUTURE SCENARIOS. ANTICIPATE WHAT THOSE MIGHT LOOK LIKE, WHAT CHANGES WOULD OCCUR ON THE LANDSCAPE AND WHAT WE WOULD HAVE TO DO TO RESPOND TO THOSE.

WINSTON GREELY: BECAUSE IT IS DIFFICULT TO PREDICT THE FUTURE, WILDLIFE MANAGERS ARE USING A VARIETY OF WARMER TEMPERTURE AND PRECIPITATION MODELS TO SEE HOW CLIMATE CHANGE MAY ALTER MONTANA’S SAGE BRUSH GRASSLANDS.

CHRIS SMITH: THAT KIND OF CHANGE IN LANDSCAPE COULD HAVE AN IMPACT ON A WIDERANGE OF SPECIES, NOT JUST SAGE GROUSE, BUT CASCADING DOWN TO ANYTHING FROM SMALL ANIMALS TO REPTILES AND AMPHIBIANS.  

WINSTON GREELY: MANAGERS ARE ALSO LOOKING AT THE IMPACTS OF CLIMATE CHANGE ON THE YELLOWSTONE RIVER.

STEVE GRAY: WE ARE VERY LIKELY GOING TO BE TALKING ABOUT LESS WATER IN THE STREAM TOWARD THE SUMMER MONTHS AND THINGS THAT GO ALONG WITH THAT LIKE CHANGES IN WATER QUALITY AND INCREASED WATER TEMPERTURES THAT ARE GOING TO HAVE IMPACTS ON FISHERIES AND OTHER ASPECTS OF THE RIVER SYSTEM.

WINSTON GREELY: WHILE THERE ARE NO SIMPLE SOLUTIONS MOST AGREE THAT CONTINUED MONITORING AND ADJUSTING MANAGEMENT AS NECESSARY, ARE ESSENTIAL TO THE FUTURE OF MONTANA’S WILDLIFE. 

CHRIS SMITH: I SEE OUR EXAMINING FUTURE SCENARIOS OF CLIMATE CHANGE, JUST BEING AN IMPORTANT PART OF OUR OVERALL APPROACH TO BEING READY TO ADAPT TO AN UNCERTAIN FUTURE.  

WINSTON GREELY: WINSTON GREELY OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARKS.

