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Mike Gurnett:  For years, anglers have known that felt soled boots were a good way to get a solid grip on wet rocks. 

Mike Gurnett: (On Camera) But now, the old reliable felt has been implicated as a culprit in the spread of nuisance aquatic species and diseases that kill fish.

Bob Wiltshire: They soak up a lot of water and they’ll hold a lot of dirt and debris.

Bob Wiltshire: (On Camera) clinging to them, almost like a sponge would do and this is a really bad situation because this is a perfect way to transmit these invasive species from one body of water to another.

K. C. Walsh: And we found that really troubling in that we principally make waters and boots folks who use our products were spreading these very serious diseases.  And so we went to work about five years ago

K.C. Walsh: (On Camera) Figuring out how we could make our boots easier to clean and rinse.  I think the principal thing  that anglers can do to protect the streams is clean, rinse and dry the products they’re fishing in.

K.C. Walsh: What you see her is what we call stream tread design which is very easy to clean mud out of.  We really have gotten to the point where we think the rubber compound is as effective in most wading conditions as felt.

Mike Gurnett: One stumbling block that’s in the way of getting away from felt soled waders is the fear of falling in the river.  But heck I’ve been climbing in and out of this creek for most of the day and this new rubber compound and sole design seems to work pretty well.

 This is Mike Gurnett, out among Montana’s fish, wildlife and parks.

