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Mike Gurnett : A real good way to get a feel for the popularity of Montana’s  Upland Game Bird Hunting is to take notice of the number of upland game bird hunting dogs we have. In 2009, Montana’s upland bird world got a big boost.

Mike Gurnett: (On Camera) Our last legislature established a 12 member Advisory Council who will offer recommendations for the development and implementation of a 10 year plan, including habitat improvements and bird releases. 

Debbie Hohler: This program is dedicated to providing hunters with opportunities for upland bird hunting 

Debbie Hohler: (On Camera) as well as providing habitat for birds whether it is food plots, shelter belts or anything that will help native and nonnative upland bird species found here in Montana.

Fred Jakubowski: I have been approached in the past by landowners who are interested in how they can make their land more productive. 

Fred Jakubowski: (On Camera) A simple project landowners can do is simply leaving some standing feed  next to some existing cover so you have the food component and you have the shelter component on the other side here.

Debbie Hohler: Another aspect of the 2009 legislation will now provide us with three upland game bird enhancement program biologists. Focus will be on pheasants as well as native grouse and grazing systems will also be something they will be working with landowners on.

Mike Gurnett:  Also, certain areas will be evaluated prior to the release of additional upland game birds and that’s all good news for our upland game birds populations. This is Mike Gurnett, out among Montana’s fish, wildlife and parks.  

