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Mike Gurnett:  In 1954, Montana’s first merriam’s turkeys were released in the Judith Mountains and since that initial effort 
Mike Gurnett: (On Camera) wild birds have been transplanted into quality habitats all across our state.   Today, turkeys have risen to become second only to pheasants in popularity with upland game-bird hunters.
Rick Northrup: Unfortunately, turkeys will end up in situations where it doesn’t work out well.
Rick Northrup: (On Camera) Most of the problems are the result of people feeding the turkeys.  One or two turkeys will show up and pretty soon a;; their friends and relatives show up and you have hundreds of turkeys in neighborhoods where they don’t belong.
Craig Jourdonnais: (On Camera) Well there’s a ground-swell of support of very interested turkey hunters in the valley so they’ve helped step in, helped trapping in neighborhoods, helped transporting and releasing turkeys in places that we’ve pre-picked.  Well I think the fix is to try and encourage people not to feed wildlife.

Rick Northrup: And a the long term solution won’t be moving animals or those sorts of things. It needs to be found within the community itself to resolve these issues.

Craig Jourdonnais: These large concentrations of birds are actually attracting predators, in some cases coyotes and mountain lions. 

Mike Gurnett: Over the winter months it’s easy to get the idea that we’re doing the right thing by feeding these animals. But really the best thing to do is try to maintain the wildness in our wildlife. This is Mike Gurnett, out among Montana’s fish, wildlife and parks.

