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MIKE GURNETT: The Blackfoot Valley is getting quite the reputation as a place where good things are happening.

MIKE GURNETT: (On Camera) Back in 1995, the owner of this working cattle ranch along with conservation groups and government agencies joined together to restore this wetlands to a level where today, this site was selected for the reintroduction of ten trumpeter swans.  

GREG NEUDECKER: All ten of the trumpeter swans have neckbands and leg bands. The dye that we put on the birds

GREG NEUDECKER: is used because a lot of times people actually don’t report when they see neckbands.  They just think there is a study going on and someone else is keeping track of them.  So, the pink dye is used for people to see this bird with the unusual pink marking on them and that will encourage them to call the US Fish and Wildlife Service at Great Falls.   Once winter sets in, they will migrate out of the valley and that’s when it is really critical that we get the locations of these birds so we know their migration patterns and where they are going to winter at.

MIKE GURNETT: This two by four board is eight feet long and this is the wingspan of a trumpeter swan.  

GREG NEUDECKER: These birds are so large that when they see a power-line or a fence-line a lot of times it is to late and they try to maneuver and they can’t get out of the way and they end up dying from collision.  We’ve been working very closely with Missoula Electric Cooperative and the private landowners to either bury or mark power-lines and fence lines to avoid collisions.

MIKE GURNETT:  These birds are a great addition to the valley, but when they return, nest, and raise the next generation of Blackfoot Valley trumpeters---well that’s when this effort will truly be a success. This is Mike Gurnett, out among Montana’s fish, wildlife and parks.

