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Mike Gurnett: Russian olive is a non-native ornamental plant that crowds out native species like cottonwood.  Salt cedar absorbs large amounts of water and creates deposits of salt. 
Mike Gurnett: (On Camera) Together these two species have been raising havoc along Montana’s waterways for years. But now members of the Billings area Yellowstone Conservation District are saying enough is enough.

Scott Bockness: There’s a lot of loss of potential grazing lands down in those riparian areas. A lot of our native wildlife habitat is lost due to displacement. 
Scott Bockness: (On Camera) They make it difficult for native vegetation to compete in those riparian corridors.

Bob Hector: We came to the realization that we needed to go ahead and educate the people about what we’re really dealing with and then giving to tools to solve the Russian olive problem.

Bob Hector: (On Camera) By talking other people in other areas in other states, the shear came to the front as the most effective for our area to eradicate the Russian olive.  Our focus is strictly along the water areas and not shelter belts that have proven so vital for so many years.

Scott Bockness: Without herbicide treatments to the stump areas of the tree, those plants will reproduce by resprouting so it requires treatments of herbicides to minimize the ability of those trees to reinfest the areas.
Mike Gurnett: To learn more about controlling salt cedar and Russian olive contact your local conservation district or county weed board.  For more information on the tree shear, contract the Yellowstone Conservation District.  They’re in the phone book and they’re happy to help.  This is Mike Gurnett, out among Montana’s fish, wildlife and parks.

