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“TRACKING FISH”

GRANT GRISAK: A FISH THIS SIZE IS ABLE TO TRAVEL 85 MILES UPSTREAM IN THE MISSOURI RIVER AND BE AVAILABLE TO ANGLERS UP THERE.

WINSTON GREELY:  RESEARCHERS ARE USING RADIOS TO TRACK FISH MOVEMENTS IN THE MISSOURI RIVER BETWEEN HELENA AND GREATFALLS AND WHAT THEY ARE FINDING IS HIGHLIGHTING THE IMPORTANCE OF THE ENTIRE WATERSHED. 

GRANT GRISAK: WHAT WE ARE FINDING FROM THIS WORK NOW IS THAT THE RADIO FISH ACTUALLY USE THIS WHOLE REACH OF RIVER AND THE LOWER REACH IS MUCH MORE IMPORTANT THEN WE HISTORICALLY THOUGHT. 

WINSTON GREELY:  THEY USED TO BELIEVE THAT FISH WOULD STAY IN THE SAME AREA OF THE RIVER FOR THEIR WHOLE LIFE, BUT WHEN THEY FOUND A BROWN TROUT THAT TRAVELLED FROM THE SUN RIVER IN GREAT FALLS MORE THAN 90 MILES TO A TRIBUTARY NEAR WOLF CREEK THEIR ASSUMPTIONS SOON CHANGED. 

GRANT GRISAK: KEEPING IN MIND THAT WE ARE JUST LOOKING AT A SMALL NUMBER OF FISH IN THIS LARGE RIVER, BUT IF A BROWN TROUT CAN TRAVEL UPSTREAM 95 MILES TO SPAWN THAT WE WOULD HAVE TO ASSUME THAT ANY BROWN TROUT COULD DO THAT CERTAINLY THEY ALL DON’T DO THAT BUT IT JUST GIVES US AN IDEA OF WHAT THESE FISH ARE CAPABLE OF.

WINSTON GREELY:  THIS STUDY, WHICH BEGAN WITH MONITORING TROUT, HAS EXPANDED TO INCLUDE OTHER SPECIES. 

GRANT GRISAK: IT’S IMPORTANT FOR US TO UNDERSTAND WHAT THESE OTHER SPECIES ARE DOING ALSO, STUDIES LIKE THIS WILL GO A LONG WAY IN PROVIDING INFORMATION ON THESE OTHER SPECIES.

WINSTON GREELY: WINSTON GREELY OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARKS.

