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Mike Gurnett: Water transported by canals like this is the life-blood to many Montana ag-lands and in the fall after the crops are harvested

Mike Gurnett: (On Camera) the head-gates to these canals are closed sometimes leaving the trapped fish, high and dry.  Today local biologists are gearing up as they head under the Toston Dam on a modern day fish rescue mission.

Ron Spoon: During the course of the year these canals start usually in April and they shut off in the fall.

Ron Spoon: (On Camera) When they shut the canal down, that’s when a lot of fish will try to move upstream and there’s so much pressure the fish can’t move back through it.

Mike Gurnett: A unique feature of this canal is the head gate is at the end of an almost 200 yard tunnel that runs under ground and under water.

Ron Spoon: It’s a little bit eerie at first, but there’s plenty of room to move around.  You know typically we see about a hundred trout a year. It used to be we’d see more browns than rainbows.  Now we see actually a few more rainbows than browns so we do pickup some interesting information besides just rescuing. 

Ron Spoon: You know a day sampling like this is a little different than our normal monitoring where you might definitely learn some things, but when you do this at the end of the day you realize that there might be a few hundred fish available to anglers that weren’t there previously.  It doesn’t work in every situation but you know some of this work, when you pick the right spots, is really worth doing.

Mike Gurnett:  It seems the fish were glad to be out from underneath the dam and to tell you the truth, I wasn’t to wild about being under there either.  This is Mike Gurnett, Out among Montana’s fish, wildlife and parks.

