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“TOADS”

WINSTON GREELY:  RESEARCHERS DAVID SCHMETTERLING AND MIKE YOUNG WERE STUDYING FISH WHEN THEY STUMBLED ONTO SOMETHING THAT CHANGED THE CURRENT THINKING OF AN ENTIRE SPECIES. 

MIKE YOUNG: WE WERE TRYING TO DO A TROUT MOVEMENT STUDY, BUT AFTER WE STARTED CATCHING TOADS DAY AFTER DAY AFTER DAY IT BECAME APPARENT THAT WE SHOULD TURN THIS FROM A TROUT STUDY TO A TOAD STUDY.  

WINSTON GREELY: AT THE TIME TOADS, UNLIKE FROGS, WERE THOUGHT TO USE WATER ONLY DURING THE BREEDING SEASON THE REST OF THE YEAR THEY SPENT ON HIGHER GROUND.

DAVID SCHMETTERLING: WHAT WE FOUND IS THEY ARE USING STREAMS AND RIPARIAN AREAS A LOT IN CONJUNCTION WITH MOVEMENTS TO THE UPLANDS. BUT THIS IS A VERY IMPORTANT COMPONENET OF THEIR MOVEMENTS AND LIFECYCLES THAT WAS GOING PREVIOUSLY UNDOCUMENTED. 

WINSTON GREELY: RESEARCHERS WERE ALSO AMAZED TO DISCOVER THAT THESE LITTLE AMPHIBIANS COULD COVER GREAT DISTANCES FROM 4 TO 8 MILES IN JUST TWO WEEKS.

DAVID SCHMETTERLING: THEY ARE NOT JUST MOVING DOWNSTREAM, BUT THEY ARE CONTINUING THEIR MOVEMENTS TO THE UPLANDS, CLIMBING MOUNTAINS, CROSSING BASIN DIVIDES. AND IF YOU LOOK AT A TOAD THEY AREN’T BUILT FOR SPEED, YET THEY DO THIS VERY QUICKLY AND COVER A LOT OF GROUND. IT’S REALLY FASCINATING AND REALLY UNEXPECTED.

WINSTON GREELY: WHILE THIS RESEARCH HAS SHED A COMPLETELY NEW LIGHT ON TOADS, THE BROADER IMPLICATION IS THAT THESE UNIQUE STREAM HABITATS ARE MORE LIKE HIGHWAYS RUNNING THROUGH THE STATE.

MIKE YOUNG: STREAMS THEMSELVES ARE CHANGING THEIR NOT JUST HABITAT FOR ANIMALS BUT THEY ARE CORRIDORS. SO THE ANIMALS, FISH, AND AQUATIC WILDLIFE YOU NAME IT ARE USING THOSE TO MOVE UPSTREAM AND DOWNSTREAM AND WE JUST NEED TO APPRECIATE HOW IMPORTANT IT IS FOR THOSE ANIMALS TO BE ABLE TO MOVE.  

WINSTON GREELY: WINSTON GREELY OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARKS. 

