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Sound effects track: Go ahead and place your hands through the cuff-port.

MIKE GURNETT: There is a new type of inmate being held within the walls of Montana’s correctional facilities.

MIKE GURNETT: (On Camera) These are people who have been tried and convicted for the theft of some of Montana’s most prized resources. 

JIM KROPP: we’re one of the only states

JIM KROPP: (On Camera) with people in prison for poaching. Our poaching laws are tough and they are tough for a reason, we have substantial wildlife resources to protect.

GARY MOTARIE: I found a nice bull and I shot the bull 

GARY MOTARIE: (On Camera) And what I would do, you know I knew right from the get-go I was doing wrong so I would just shoot the elk and I’d walk away from it.  I wouldn’t even go touch it.  And then I would wait until after dark and I’d dress the animal out.  Well, I’ve killed a total of six on there. 

BRYAN GOLIE: For a Montana State Game Warden there is a tremendous amount of country to cover.

BRYAN GOLIE: (On Camera) Being at the right spot at the right time is a difficult challenge.

MIKE GURNETT: One effort that helps balance the scales in the confidential tip-mont program.

BRYAN GOLIE: The tip-mont program is a program where the information you give us is crucial and it is a huge part of how wardens do their job.

GARY MOTARIE: So I got my binoculars out and I was looking and hoping that I didn’t make a mistake and got seen.  I noticed a vehicle drive by down on that road and we was the one that called Fish and Game.  Then Fish and Game came looking for me.

MIKE GURNETT: So using one of these is proving to be one of the best weapons we have in our fight against the theft of Montana’s valuable fish and wildlife resources.

This is Mike Gurnett, out among Montana’s fish, wildlife and parks.

