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“TIGER MUSKIES”

WINSTON GREELY:  TWENTY YEARS AGO FISHERY MANAGERS FACED A PROBLEM IN DEADMAN’S BASIN.

KEN FRAZIER:  WE STARTED HAVING A REAL PROBLEM WITH THE SIZE OF THE TROUT IN THE LAKE, BOTH TROUT AND KOKANEE WERE PRETTY SMALL WE HAD LOTS OF SUCKERS IN HERE AND WE WERE LOOKING AT A MANAGEMENT IDEA TO REDUCE SUCKERS. 

WINSTON GREELY: THEY DECIDED TO STOCK TIGER MUSKIES, WHICH ARE A STERILE CROSS-BETWEEN A NORTHERN PIKE AND A MUSKIE. 

KEN FRAZIER: THEY WILL EAT ANYTHING THEY CAN GET IN THEIR MOUTH SO THEY WILL EAT THE BIG SUCKERS, WHICH MOST OTHER FISH LIKE THE WALLEYE WOULDN’T EAT.

WINSTON GREELY: SO WHY DOESN’T MONTANA USE THE TIGER MUSKIE IN MORE LAKES ACROSS THE STATE? WELL THE PROBLEM IS THEY ARE ALMOST IMPOSSIBLE TO GET, BECAUSE OF A VIRUS THAT AFFECTS THE MUSKIE SOURCE IN THE MIDWEST. 

KEN FRAZIER: SEVERAL WESTERN STATES ARE NOW USING TIGER MUSKIE AND THEY ARE ALL IN THE SAME BOAT WE ARE. SO THERE IS A DISCUSSION AMONG SOME OF THE WESTERN STATES TO DEVELOP A MUSKEE BROOD SOURCE. 

WINSTON GREELY: IN THE MEANTIME THESE TIGER MUSKIE HAVE CREATED LARGER FISH IN THIS RESEVOIR AND IN ADDITION A TROPHY FISHERY. 

KEN FRAZIER: OUR MAIN GOAL WAS TO INCREASE THE SIZE OF THE RAINBOW AND THE KOKANEE, WHICH IT HAS DONE A REAL GOOD JOB ON THAT. THIS IS NOW MOST OF THE FISHERMAN ARE UP HERE TO CATCH MUSKIE, IT’S A REAL UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY TO CATCH SOMETHING THIS BIG.

WINSTON GREELY: WINSTON GREELY OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARKS.

