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“THE RUT”

WINSTON GREELY: IT’S A LICK, A SNIFF, A CHASE WITH PURE ADRENALINE, IT IS THE RUT. 

DAVE PAC: THE BREEDING SEASON IS TRYING THROUGH NATURAL SELECTION, TO HAVE FAWNS BE BORN IN THE SPRING.

WINSTON GREELY (ON CAMERA): THE RUT IS ACTUALLY A YEARLONG PROCESS, WHICH BEGINS IN THE WINTER WHEN LEVELS OF TESTORONE ARE AT THERE LOWEST BUCKS SHED THEIR ANTLERS. AS HORMONES BEGIN TO RISE IN THE SPRING, NEW ANTLERS GROW. THIS PROCESS CONTINUES THROUGH THE SUMMER AND CULMINATES IN NOVEMBER WHEN DOES COME INTO HEAT.

DAVE PAC: AS THEY COME INTO ESTRUS, AS THEY COME INTO HEAT THAT’S WHAT REALLY GETS THESE BUCKS GOING IS THEY START COURTING ESTRUS DOES AND THEY TRY TO STICK WITH THEM FOR THE TIMES THEY ARE RECEPTIVE WHICH USUALLY ONLY LASTS FOR 24 TO 36 HOURS.

WINSTON GREELY: WITH THESE SHORT TIME CONSTRAINTS, COMPETITION CAN BE FIERCE.

DAVE PAC: IT’S SORTA LIKE BODYBUILDERS FLEXING THEIR MUSCLES, AND ONLY THE MOST FIT MALES PROBABLY GET TO DO MOST OF THE BREEDING.

WINSTON GREELY:  WHILE IT ONLY LASTS A FEW WEEKS, THIS ANNUAL NATURAL PROCESS IS AN INTENSE EXPERIENCE. 

DAVE PAC: THE BOLDNESS AND THE AGRESSION WITH WHICH THESE MALES TAKE ON THAT ACTIVITY THEY JUST SORTA OF RISK IT ALL TO GET THIS DONE. 

WINSTON GREELY: WINSTON GREELY OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARKS.

