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Mike Gurnett: Taxidermy began as man developed ways of turning animal hides into clothing and antlers horns and bones into spiritual and practical tools.  In the early twentieth century,

Mike Gurnett: (On Camera) before motion pictures became widespread and long before television, anatomically accurate mounts were created by natural history museums to satisfy the publics growing curiosity of what wildlife from around the world looked like.  And today the craft of taxidermy is finding a new identity in the world of wildlife art.

Dale Manning: What we’ve done is we’ve brought taxidermy into the same room as flat artists and sculptors so it goes to show the public what can be done with taxidermy instead of just a dear head on the wall or a duck standing on a piece of drift wood.

Manny Chavez: Myself as a judge, this is a head-turner for me. I was passing by here and a just going through and this was just like a magnet it drew me to it because apiece like this you could put it in a bank building, you could put it in a school, you could put it anywhere and it’s just not a stuffed animal it’s a piece of art.

Dale Manning: It’s totally an individual art in how one wants to portray that part of natural history.

Mike Gurnett: With the displays and presentations of different habitats taxidermy has developed into a full-fledged form of wildlife art, preserving memories of outdoor experiences and spectacular specimens of a wildlife species. This is Mike Gurnett, out among Montana’s fish, wildlife and parks.  

