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Mike Gurnett:  This is a really big day for some really big birds and the adventure began about a year ago 

Mike Gurnett: (On Camera) when biologists traveled to Canada to gather trumpeter swan eggs then took them to Wyoming to be hatched, and now today, six yearling trumpeter swans are being released in Montana’s Blackfoot Valley.

Steve Guertin: It was an absolutely incredible feeling to get to hold that beautiful swan this morning

Steve Guertin: (On Camera) I was glad to see a hole bunch of school kids from the local school here as well got to see this.

Cooper Burchenal:  To have the opportunity to be involved in bringing back a beautiful bird like this is really special stuff.

Cooper Burchenal: (On Camera) We feel very lucky both to have the place and then to find somebody that’s actually been able to put this thing together.

Jeff Hagener:  There has been a great partnership the Blackfoot Challenge has put together.  The private landowners are a huge part of what has happened here in the Blackfoot Valley.  This valley represents basically the best of the best.

Jeff Hagener: (On Camera) Adding to that today was another release of which we have done over the last few years with the Fish and Wildlife Service and other partners putting out some trumpeter swans. 

Greg Neudecker: The whole idea of releasing birds that can’t fly right now until the molt in their flight feathers

Greg Neudecker:(On Camera) is to provide decoy birds for our returning Blackfoot birds from previous releases.  When they come back to the Blackfoot they’ll see these other birds in the valley and that will then entice them to home in on the Blackfoot Valley.

Mike Gurnett: And if you happen to spot one of the trumpeter swans with a red and white collar, please contact either the US Fish and Wildlife Service or the Montana Fish Wildlife and Parks.  It will be a big help to the project and a big help to the swans. This is Mike Gurnett, out among Montana’s fish, wildlife and parks.  

