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Mike Gurnett: Swan Lake is known for its beauty, tranquility and fishery.  In fact, the Swan is one of the last strongholds for the threatened Bull Trout. 

Mike Gurnett: (On Camera) The beauty and tranquility have remained pretty much the same, but researchers are finding that the fishery is on the brink of potentially dramatic changes. 

Travis Horton: The real trick with understanding 

Travis Horton: (On Camera) A population of fish like this is to be able to sample them effectively.  Commercial anglers are brought in from the Midwest who have really good experience catching a lot of fish in order to get a good sample of the fish out here.

The Swan Lake bull trout population is one of the strongest populations in the lower forty- eight states and it has been that way for a long time. 

Travis Horton:  The thought is it has been about 20 years since the lake trout were introduced.  Lake trout and bull trout don’t co-exist well together and the concern is that over time the lake trout will displace the bull trout and negatively affect the quality of this bull trout population.

Durae Belcer:  Then we use an ovoscope  

Durae Belcer: (On Camera) To determine weather it is a male or a female.  We then implant the fish with a sonic tag and sew that fish back up.

Travis Horton: The objectives are two fold, one is to get an idea of what the population size of lake trout currently is and hopefully the growth rate of that population as well as using sonic telemetry on some of those adult fish in order to find where they are spawning at.

Mike Gurnett: This baseline data is critical so that we better understand our options for coping with these non-native lake trout within this stronghold of the threatened bull trout. This is Mike Gurnett, out among Montana’s fish, wildlife and parks. 

