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GARY HAMMOND: Well it is hard to imagine, but we are already looking at the ’06 fall hunting season.

GARY HAMMOND: (On Camera) One of the things we are in the process of doing is going back and evaluating the hunting district regulations and just seeing if they are effective in accomplishing our objectives. 

MIKE GURNETT: and the objectives that drive wildlife management decisions aren’t just the individual population surveys, 

MIKE GURNETT: (On Camera) they include bull to cow and cow to calf elk ratios, as well as buck to doe and doe to fawn deer population comparisons

GARY HAMMOND:  We have some very specific objectives and at times they are difficult to understand. We want to make it simpler for sportsmen and we want to make it simpler for landowners.  We want to be effective at addressing some of those local game damage problems.  You know, urban sprawl has been continuing throughout the state.  If you look at some of our access situations, roughly a third of the elk in the state of Montana we don’t have control over

GARY HAMMOND:  You know the check stations may seem as a bit of an inconvenience, but there is no substitute for that one-on-one information you can collect from the hunters.  The regulations shouldn’t be difficult for sportsmen to understand.  They are still an incumbency for the sportsman to look at the regs.  in the districts they hunt but they shouldn’t be so complicated.    

MIKE GURNETT:  The 2006 season setting process begins with proposals being presented to the FWP commission in early December with, those approved will be brought forward to a series of public meetings, and final seasons will be set in late February or early March.  This is Mike Gurnett, out among Montana’s fish, wildlife and parks.

