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MIKE GURNETT: South-central Montana’s Northern boundary of the Absorka Beartooth Wilderness is rich with scenery and wildlife habitat, including critical winter range for one of Montana’s premiere bighorn sheep herds.  The area also has a profound impact on air quality throughout the world.  

MIKE GURNETT: (On Camera) This is a catalytic converter, a device designed to remove pollutants from automobile exhaust.  And what makes a catalytic converter work is a material called palladium.  And the only significant palladium mine in Western Hemisphere is right here. 

SHAWN STEWART:  I was very concerned, 

Shawn Stewart: (On Camera) this herd was headed for extinction for all practical purposes.  At least part of that was due to the exploration activities.

PAT PIERSON: We came together in a committee

PAT PIERSON: (On Camera) and determined what it was we could do cooperatively to help benefit the sheep, provide forage and habitat sufficient to sustain the population.

TOM KIRCHER: This plan includes

TON KIRCHER: (On Camera) current reclamation designed to improved both the quality and quantity of the forage, medicated salt placement to control lungworm in the sheep herd.  Also included in the plan are education programs.

SHAWN STEWART: Right now I think we’ve probably got as many sheep as the area can hold in the long run and I’ve got to comment Stillwater Mining Company for that. 

Pat Pierson:  We are very happy that to date our efforts have shown that sustainable mineral development and conservation of our natural resources are not mutually exclusive.

MIKE GURNETT: To make this effort successful has taken communication and trust.  For the Stillwater mine and the Stillwater bighorns, things seem to be working out pretty well.  This is Mike Gurnett, out among Montana’s fish, wildlife and parks.

