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Mike Gurnett:  If you’re caught somewhere between cabin fever and spring fever a trip for the birds might be just what you need. 
Mike Gurnett: (On Camera)  As the ice melts off popular waterfowl places like Freezeout Lake Wildlife Management Area,  Canada geese are busy staking out their territory.  Then there’s the spectacular waves of the white birds; swans and snow geese migrating to their nesting grounds in the arctic.  And if you look carefully, high up in the cottonwood tree you just might see a great horned owl, already well into the nesting season, just sitting and watching the world go by.
Brent Lonner: Here we’ve observed them nesting as early as mid to late February.  The ones we have this year have been back for at least the last three years.  This year they’re  
Brent Lonner: (On Camera) actually up in a red-tailed hawk nest that was built last year by some hawks.  The great horned owls are really about the most common owl in North America.  They will have the same mate through the duration of their life.  They’re mainly nocturnal.  
Brent Lonner: The female will primarily be on the nest most of the time and then the male will come back and provide some food for her.  He will hang out in the area and then once the eggs hatch he will spend some more time closer to the nest.  He is usually around it’s just a matter of where he is during the day.  It’s hard to find.

Mike Gurnett: The best way to watch these birds is to give them some space by using a spotting scope or field glasses and you’ll be amazed at some of the things you’ll get to see. This is Mike Gurnett, out among Montana’s fish, wildlife and parks.

