FWP Outdoor Report Script

9/17/09

“SOFTSHELL TURTLES”

STEVE LEATHE: SO THESE GUYS HAVE SPEED, THEY CAN SWIM REALLY FAST; THEY HAVE THOSE REALLY BIG PADDLES.

WINSTON GREELY:  MEET ONE OF THE MOST UNIQUE ANIMALS YOU’VE PROBABLY NEVER SEEN IN MONTANA.

STEVE LEATHE: WE HAVEN’T HAD ANYBODY OUT ON THESE SURVEYS THAT WASN’T FASCINATED WITH THESE THINGS.

WINSTON GREELY:  THE SPINY SOFTSHELL TURTLE IS FOUND IN EASTERN MONTANA’S MISSOURI AND YELLOWSTONE DRAINAGES. THE TURTLE’S SOFT LEATHERY SHELL AND LONG NECK DIFFER FROM ANY OTHER TURTLE IN MONTANA.  SPINY SOFTSHELL’S DON’T VENTURE FAR FROM WATER AND ARE VERY SECRETIVE, OFTEN FLEEING AT THE FIRST SIGHT OF HUMANS, WHICH IS WHY A COALITION OF STATE AND FEDERAL AGENCIES ALONG WITH A PRIVATE COMPANY IS DOING RESEARCH TO LEARN MORE ABOUT THESE SOFTSHELL TURTLES.

BOB BRAMLETT: WE WANTED TO KNOW WHAT TYPES OF AREAS THEY USED FOR NESTING. AND THE OTHER THING WE DIDN’T KNOW MUCH ABOUT WAS WHERE THEY SPENT THE WINTER; THESE ANIMALS HIBERNATE IN THE RIVER UNDER WATER WITHOUT EVER COMING UP TO BREATHE.

WINSTON GREELY:  RESEARCHERS WILL USE RADIOS TO FIND THESE CRITICAL AREAS; THIS WILL ALSO HELP DETERMINE THE OVERALL HEALTH OF MONTANA’S SOFT SHELL TURTLES. 

BOB BRAMLETT: BY DOING THESE KINDS OF RESEARCH PROJECTS WE LEARN IF THEY TRULY ARE SAFE AND WELL ESTABLISHED OR ARE THREATENED.

WINSTON GREELY: WINSTON GREELY OUT AMONG MONTANA’S RESTORED FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARKS.

