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DAN CASEY: If you hang around, maybe later in the day they will fly up and move toward the reservoir.

MIKE GURNETT:  Bird watching is one of the fastest growing outdoors activities in Montana.  Interest is gaining momentum thanks to the winter migration of the rarely seen, spectacular, Snowy Owls.

DAN CASEY: These birds have created quite a stir with people coming from all over Western Montana and some people flying in from out of state just because of the opportunity to see so many birds in one spot.

MIKE GURNETT: Snowy Owls will periodically move south into Montana

MIKE GURNETT: (On Camera) when Canada’s lemming population, the primary prey species for these owls’ declines and Montana’s vole population is high.

JOHN GRANT: These voles are extremely prolific little guys and

John Grant: (On Camera) in high numbers they feed lots of predators.  The raptors really come in here, in the winter especially.  Different hawks and owls including the Snowy Owls.

DAN CASEY: The Snow Owl is one of those birds that has a certain mystique.  It doesn’t make to most parts of our country in most winters and eve3n here we get them only sporadically.  Most birders may not see one or more of these in their lifetime and here we’ve got a dozen in one scope view 

DAN CASEY: In this first group here there is a nice comparison between the males and the females.  It looks like there is a real mix of younger darker females and some adult males that are almost pure white.  Really a nice combination and you will usually see in these kinds of situations people sharing their optics, letting other people get nice looks at the birds.

MIKE GURNETT:  This bird watching is addicting. It is interesting, it’s fun and you meet some nice people.  This is Mike Gurnett, out among Montana’s fish, wildlife and parks. 

