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“SNOW GROOMERS”

WINSTON GREELY:  JACK ROCHE IS IN THE COCKPIT OF A BRAND NEW HIGH TECH MACHINE, WHOSE MANY INSTRUMENTS AND A DELICATE TOUCH CAN TURN BUMPY MOUNDS OF SNOW INTO A SMOOTH LEVEL PATH.

JACK ROCHE:  DIFFERENCE BETWEEN RUNNING ON THE FREEWAY AND RUNNING A JEEP TRAIL. 

WINSTON GREELY:  EVEN IF YOU HAVE NEVER RIDDEN A SNOWMOBILE, YOU WOULD BE ABLE TO TELL THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN AN UNGROOMED TRAIL AND A GROOMED ONE. BUT TO MAINTAIN THE NEARLY 4000 MILES OF GROOMED SNOW MOBILE TRAILS IN MONTANA REQUIRES GREAT EFFORTS BY THE LOCAL SNOW MOBILE CLUBS ALONG WITH COOPERATION FROM FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARKS AND OTHER AGENCIES. 

RAY PAIGE: FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARKS BY LEGISLATIVE ACTION HAS BEEN GIVEN THE AUTHORITY AND RESPONSIBILITY TO WORK WITH THE SNOWMOBILE CLUBS, WORK WITH THE OTHER ORGANIZATIONS INVOLVED WITH SNOWMOBILING IN MONTANA. AND SO BECAUSE OF THAT WE HAVE BEEN ABLE TO BUY THE GROOMERS THAT WE PROVIDE FOR THE CLUB PLUS WE GIVE THEM GRANT MONEY TO MAINTAIN AND OPERATE THE GROOMERS ACROSS THE STATE.

WINSTON GREELY (ON CAMERA):  FUNDING FOR THESE TRAILS COMES FROM SNOWMOBILE REGISTRATION FEES AND A SMALL PORTION OF THE GAS TAX, BUT A RECENT ECONOMIC REPORT SHOWS THAT SNOWMOBILERS CAN SPEND MORE THAN $100 MILLION DOLLARS A YEAR, NOW THAT’S BIG BUSNESS IF YOU ARE ONE OF MONTANA’S SNOWMOBILE COMMUNITIES. 

RAY PAIGE:  THEIR COMMUNITY WILL PROSPER FROM THIS. THEY WILL HAVE MORE PEOPLE COME INTO THEIR COMMUNITIES TO SNOWMOBILE AND SO IT IS A HUGE ECONOMIC BENEFIT FOR THESE COMMUNITIES TO HAVE GROOMING AND THE SNOWMOBILE GROOMING PROGRAM.

WINSTON GREELY: WINSTON GREELY OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE, AND PARKS. 

