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Mike Gurnett: This is the head gate of the Bitterroot Valley’s republican canal.  Over a century ago, copper king Marcus Daly had the ditch built to irrigate his farmland. 

Mike Gurnett: (On Camera) and when the canal would intersect an existing waterway, like here at Skalkaho Creek, the irrigation water would empty in on one bank co mingle with the existing stream and then exit downstream on the opposite bank.

Mark Lere: With these siphons being installed, we’re going to be able to separate the canal water from the creek water 

Mark Lere: (On Camera) which will prevent westslope cutthroat trout from becoming entrained or being captured in these canals and they can actually make it back down to the Bitterroot River.

Wes Knudsen: This week they’ve laid the siphon into place which is a 63 inch plastic tub.  Now they are backfilling and compacting.

Wes Knudsen: (On Camera) In the coming weeks they’ll have to pour concrete for both the inlet and outlet structures.  They’ll also have to reform the banks and re-vegetate the area.

Mark Lere:  We’re just thrilled to see this thing get underway.  One source is federal funding from a funding source called FREMA.  The matching funding comes from our Future Fisheries Improvement Program to benefit wild and native fish and we have funded sense it’s inception in 1995 over 500 habitat enhancement projects across the state.

Mike Gurnett: These modifications to the Skalkaho diversions will continue to allow irrigators to obtain their water and at the same time benefit native westslope cutthroat trout by reconnecting their migration to the Bitterroot River. This is Mike Gurnett, out among Montana’s fish, wildlife and parks.  

