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“SILVERBOW RESTORATION”

WINSTON GREELY:  FOR MORE THAN 100 YEARS SILVER BOW CREEK HAD SO MUCH HISTORIC MINING SEDIMENT THAT IT WAS VIRTUALLY A DEADZONE, BUT NOW WORK IS ALMOST COMPLETE IN RESTORING THIS STREAM TO A HEALTHY WATERWAY. 

JOEL CHAVEZ: THE ENTIRE STREAM CHANNEL ALONG THE 21.6-MILES IS A NEW CHANNEL. AND SO WE HAVE COMPLETELY DIVERTED BUILT A NEW CHANNEL, PUT THE WATER IN IT AND REMOVED THE OLD CHANNEL.

WINSTON GREELY:  LIFE IS BEGINNING TO RETURN TO THE AREA, WITH WILDLIFE COMING TO THE NEW VEGETATION AND FISH SWIMMING IN THE CLEANER WATER.

JOEL CHAVEZ: WE EXPECTED FISH SOONER OR LATER, BUT WE WERE MORE OR LESS SHOCKED OURSELVES WHEN WE FINALLY HEARD THAT THERE WAS SOME IN HERE.

WINSTON GREELY:  THE DISCOVERY OF TROUT IN SILVERBOW, HAS LED TO A CURRENT MONITORING PROJECT OF FISH MOVEMENTS THROUGHOUT THE ENTIRE STREAM. 

TREVOR SELCH: THIS WORK WILL HELP US UNDERSTAND WHERE ADDITIONAL RESTORATION WORK NEEDS TO BE DONE, AND WHAT WE CAN DO ABOUT SOME OF THE WATER QUALITY CONDITIONS AND HABITAT IN THE CREEKS.

WINSTON GREELY:  WHILE THE EARLY INDICATIONS OF THIS RESTORATION PROJECT ARE PROMISING THE ULTIMATE GOAL OF A SUSTAINABLE TROUT FISHERY IS STILL YEARS AWAY. 

TREVOR SELCH: IT’S JUST INTERESTING TO SEE WHERE WE GO FROM HERE AND HOW MANY MORE YEARS IT WILL TAKE BEFORE WE CAN SEE A SUSTAINABLE POPULATION OF TROUT IN HERE, I THINK WE HAVE A LITTLE WAYS TO GO YET, BUT THIS IS THE START.

WINSTON GREELY: WINSTON GREELY OUT AMONG MONTANA’S RESTORED FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARKS.

